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Contributors’ Notes

Allyssa Jade Acevedo is a senior at Montclair State University
studying English. She enjoys writing and reading poetry, taking
pictures, traveling, hiking and eating pints upon pints of vegan
Ben & Jerry’s. She aspires to be a published author of poetry and
prose one day and to be living somewhere in the U.K. with a pug,
a teacup pig and a view.

Monica Archer remembers both the Alamo and the 21st night of
September. She can often be heard referencing movies that no one
else has seen. Monica’s elementary school teachers used to confis-
cate her books when she would read during class instead of paying
attention. Now, as an English major, she wishes someone would
do the same with Shakespeare. Monica would like to think she is
as witty as Lorelai Gilmore, but her verbal wit is probably more on
par with the likes of Harpo Marx. She has high fived Jimmy Fallon
and met Mindy Kaling, so she basically is a celebrity by associa-
tion. Yes, Monica has seen Friends. No, she has never met Bill
Clinton.

Kenya Williams is a Fine Arts major and a Business minor student
at Montclair State University with a 3.8 GPA. As a senior graduat-
ing in May 2018, she is both excited and determined to finish these
last semesters on a high note. Her artistic style is detail oriented
and often embedded with dark undertones.

Eileen Sanchez is a transfer student. She is an Animation/Illustra-
tion major hoping to do something involving drawing and story-
telling. She also loves singing, poetry and fashion design. She has
always lived in Roxbury. She gives all glory to God.

Erin Roll is a graduate student: a mythical creature that runs on a
steady diet of caffeine and sarcasm. She is completing an MA in
English, with a thesis about the work of Ursula K. Le Guin. While
outside of the seminar room, she works as a writer, journalist and
editor. Whenever she is not wrestling with MLA style or impatient-
ly waiting for phone calls to be returned, Erin drinks a lot of Earl
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Grey, watches a lot of NCIS and reads a lot of science fiction and
fantasy, especially steampunk.

Sabrina Raimondo is a freshman here at Montclair State Univer-
sity, where she is interested in the arts. She has declared the ma-
jor of Visual Arts with a concentration in Art Education. In high
school, Sabrina explored new avenues within the realm of art and
came across photography. This is where she devolved a passion for
it, and now continues to practice it. She shoots all her photos with
a Canon Rebel T5i and uses her sister as her model. In the future,
she hopes to work with younger children in schools teaching art,
and in her spare time continue to take photos. Her piece “Colors”
is a portrait that has the focal point of the model’s hand which is
covered in colorful powder. In this piece color was Sabrina’s con-
centration, so she decided to keep everything else dark and bare
when it came to the background and face.

Annalise Molter is a second-year Animation/Illustration student.
Her mission is to someday find and befriend every lizard on this
Earth and to finally become the reptilian overlord she always
wanted to be. Until then she’ll be drawing.

Brittany Acevedo is an undergraduate English major at Montclair
State University. And—fun fact—she shares a birthday with Wil-
liam Shakespeare, so she was practically born to become an Eng-
lish major. She is currently enrolled in Montclair State University’s
P-12 Teacher Education Program and enjoys reading nonfiction.
Her favorite novel is The Great Gatsby, for its ability to transpose
readers into the past and enable audiences to experience the ex-
citement of the roaring twenties. What fascinates her most about
literacy is its ability to transpose readers out of the present, and
into different locations and time periods. Her poem featured in
this Normal Review issue was inspired by Walt Whitman’s poem
“Crossing Brooklyn Ferry.” In Whitman’s poem, the speaker dis-
cusses the nature of human experiences being connected to similar
previous experiences throughout different time periods.

Kristy Lim’s bio,
a haiku—she’s a writer
and a photographer. ...



But wait! Plot twist! It’s not a haiku because the last line has six
syllables. Ha! Kristy gets a good laugh out of tricking people. Ac-
tually, that’s not true—she just didn’t know what to write for this
semester’s biography because she’s already written six. She wanted
to get “creative.” She wanted to add some “pizzazz.” Or “pizzas”
stylized with two z’s. You decide.

Rebecca Klein is a senior, both in terms of academic standing and
the brittleness of her bones. She once cracked a rib in her sleep.
She is majoring in English, so that every time she speaks with her
grandmother, she can hear her say, “but don’t you speak English
fluently?”” Rebecca likes to listen to sound bound from one syllable
to the second — softening, intensifying, building — and likes how
the tip of her tongue flicks her teeth when she says “that.”

Bella Ciervo is a sophomore filmmaking major attempting to get
one of her stories on the big screen. Writing is one of her favorite
things to do, as words tend to fly at uncontrollable speeds in her
head. Human behavior fascinates her, and all of her tales reflect on
their rather comical activities. One day Bella hopes to make quality
comedy films and maybe some dramas.

One can’t just ask an English major to write a short bio. There
needs to be some kind of spice, some kind of pizzaz, something
more than “Bushra Aboukwaik is a senior, majors in English and
minors in Arabic, and is in the DD/DC Education Program.” No.
You have handed her the most powerful weapon on the planet—
the pen—and she will use it to its full potential. Now and forever.
Because she understands that words carry with them potions and
poisons, that poetry is the pulse of literature, and that chocolate
chip cookie you are looking at, rest assured, will disappear shortly.

Rae Marina Ens Wilkins is a junior currently majoring in gender,
sexuality, and women’s studies with a minor in gay, lesbian, bisex-
ual, transgender, and queer studies. Her poetry mostly speaks to the
experience of queer women as well as to the struggles of mental
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illness and body image. It is heavily influenced by queercore, DIY
music, and the art scene. She enjoys reading, bubble baths, chai tea
lattes, documentaries, and performing in the Rocky Horror Picture
Show with the Friday Nite Specials cast. She hopes to one day
work in a shelter for either women or for homeless LGBTQ youth.
For now, she resides in a tiny apartment with her two cats.

Sierra Javras is a sophomore English and economics double major
who is obsessed with her two handsome cats and two lovely dogs.
In her spare time, she enjoys watching movies, listening to her
above-average Spotify playlist, mastering thousand-piece jigsaw
puzzles, and, of course, bothering her pets.

Caroline Nelson: often found in trees, not to be trusted near volca-
noes, can open a beer bottle with a euro — Her Sister

Jessica Schwartz is a sophomore majoring in English and minor-
ing in sociology. In her spare time, she enjoys watching reruns of
Seinfeld, writing poetry, and listening to alternative rock.

Mairead O’Gorman is a BFA Animation/Illustration student
originally from Ireland, despite the lack of the accent. She loves
cats, sleeping, wearing crew necks, and eating copious amounts of
smoked salmon. She would love to be an animator for a big com-
pany, but which one she’s not sure. When she’s not crying over her
workload or complaining about the heating in Freeman, she can be
found at her instagram @lunebluee

Evan A. Johnson: non-graduating senior, Filmmaking Major and
Creative Writing Minor. Looking at grad school to pursue writing
more, then will make movies, maybe teach high school a little,
expand on photography passion, then conquer the world.

A current senior in the Visual Communication Design program at
Monclair State University, Ramzi Husein pursues his work with
great purpose and detail. Starting his college career at Pratt Insti-
tute in Brooklyn, NY and eventually transferring to MSU, he has
strived to utilize all the knowledge and tools the university has to
offer. As a conceptually driven individual, Ramzi specializes in
typography, concept development, and print work. However, he
identifies as an interdisciplinary designer, exploring current and
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