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MAKING USE OF OPEN 
ACCESS AND OPEN 
EDUCATION RESOURCES
Siobhan McCarthy
Reference Librarian
mccarthys@montclair.edu



AGENDA

• What is Open Access?
• Why Open Education Resources?
• The Open Textbook Network
• Tools for finding Open Access materials
• Digital Commons and Institutional Repositories
• Open Access at Sprague Library

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thanks for coming to the session! Because of the vast number of resources available and our limited time, today will be an overview. All screenshots are linked, and slides will be shared.



WHAT IS OPEN ACCESS?

• Movement to make scholarly content more accessible
• Publisher policies adapting to the new research environment

• Gold vs. Green Open Access
• Commonly licensed under Creative Commons

• Allows for derivative works
• Content types

• Journals, articles, books and other course content

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I know many of you are familiar with Open Access in general, but today we’re going to focus on OA in the context of OER.

Scholarly content has historically been relatively inaccessible, so OA initiatives moved to fix that. Publishers are starting to embrace the OA movement, developing policies by which their authors can more easily share their works. 
Creative Commons licenses.

Most of us think of Open Access in terms of journal articles – but there’s much more than just those.





COSTS OF COLLEGE IN 2018-2019

Source: “Average Estimated Undergraduate Budgets, 2018-19,” CollegeBoard.org

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We know what open access resources are – but why do we want to use them?

Textbooks are an ever increasing cost for students. The average amount spent on textbooks per year is about $1240. Many students forego purchasing textbooks due to cost, or the perception that they are not required (e.g. if only selected chapters are used in a course.)

Source: The College Board, via https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1vFEIlGlxLnQkSTy-9T7cjyEd-Gne2HVLFG4tG4Hmg3c/edit?usp=sharing

https://trends.collegeboard.org/college-pricing/figures-tables/average-estimated-undergraduate-budgets-2018-19

https://trends.collegeboard.org/college-pricing/figures-tables/average-estimated-undergraduate-budgets-2018-19


THE REAL COST

Source: Lashley & Frank, the Open Textbook Network

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The costs of high-cost textbooks are not always financial. When students are unable to purchase textbooks, it hurts their academic performance or worse.

What has been your experience with students not using the textbooks?

Source: https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1vFEIlGlxLnQkSTy-9T7cjyEd-Gne2HVLFG4tG4Hmg3c/edit?usp=sharing



LEGISLATION

Source: SPARC OER State Policy Tracker (2019)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The good news is that states are starting to recognize that the cost of materials for education are burdensome, and many are beginning to pass resolutions and other legislation requiring schools to investigate or incorporate Open Education Resources. New Jersey passed a bill just this March requiring that higher ed institutions begin to develop open textbook plans.

https://sparcopen.org/our-work/state-policy-tracking/


WHY USE OPEN ACCESS WORKS?

• Reduce or eliminate costs
• Electronic copies are free to use
• Low cost printing, e.g. through Amazon

• Accessibility
• Available online and linked through library collection
• Multiple file formats

• Customization
• Use whole, or partial work
• Update and remix content

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So why do we want to use these OA works? We’ve already discussed some of the financial reasons, but there are others.

Accessibility of the works, and ability to customize them to suit your own needs are also important. You can also update works.

https://www.amazon.com/s?i=stripbooks&rh=p_27:OpenStax&s=relevancerank&text=OpenStax&ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1
https://montclair.on.worldcat.org/search?queryString=au%3D%22Open%20Textbook%20Library%22&databaseList=283&scope=


CREATIVE COMMONS LICENSES

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Most open access and open education resources are disseminated under a Creative Commons license. Depending on the license, you may be able to reuse or remix content from the sources, as long as you provide attribution. This is useful if you need to customize a work to your own needs.

Top-down from top left: 

Attribution (by Author)
Attribution, share-alike  share your remix in the same way as the original
Attribution, non-commercial sharing
Attribution, non-commercial share-alike
Attribution, no derivatives
Attribution, non-commercial sharing, no derivatives

http://www.creativecommons.org/


THE OPEN TEXTBOOK LIBRARY

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Open Textbook Library is hosted by the University of Minnesota.

https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/


OPEN EDUCATION RESOURCES

• Open Textbooks
• Open Textbook Library
• OpenStax

• Open Courseware
• MERLOT
• OER Commons

• Open Books and Journals
• Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ)
• Directory of Open Access Books (DOAB)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So where can you find these? We took a look at the Open Textbook Library, but there are many others.

https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/
https://openstax.org/
https://www.merlot.org/merlot/index.htm
https://www.oercommons.org/
http://www.doaj.org/
https://www.doabooks.org/


INSTITUTIONAL REPOSITORIES

• Institutional Repositories
• Research output from Colleges & Universities
• May include textbooks

• Green Open Access
• Pre-prints, post-prints, and occasionally publisher PDFs
• Must adhere to publisher copyright restrictions

• When is a preprint or a postprint an appropriate substitute for the publisher 
copy?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Institutional repositories contain research output from colleges and universities, as well as grey literature. Most publisher policies permit sharing of preprints/postprints in repositories. Some researchers take more advantage of this than others.

Are there situations where it’s fine for your students to use the pre/postprint instead of the publisher’s copy?

Example textbook in an IR: https://scholarcommons.usf.edu/oa_textbooks/3/



DIGITAL COMMONS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Digital Commons is Montclair State’s Institutional Repository. It’s intended to collect the research output of the university. 

If you want to share your own work with your students and colleagues, this is one of the best ways. You have control over your documents.

http://digitalcommons.montclair.edu/


BROWSER EXTENSIONS

Open Access Button
openaccessbutton.org

Kopernio
kopernio.com

Unpaywall
unpaywall.org

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If open access articles are what you’re looking for, there are browser tools that can help. Open Access Button, Unpaywall, and Kopernio are all extensions that will work with Firefox or Chrome.  Open Access Button and Unpaywall will both search the web for an open access version of articles which may be behind paywalls.

Unpaywall works slightly better in my experience, but Open Access Button provides a way to reach out to authors to encourage them to make their content open access via IRs, etc.

Kopernio is owned by Web of Science, and will integrate with Montclair State Library’s collection and bring you either an Open Access version, or the article from the Sprague Library. Kopernio will also store a copy of the PDF for you in your “locker” for referral later. Privacy concerns have been raised with Kopernio, but as with any browser extensions, use your best judgment.

http://www.kopernio.com/
http://www.unpaywall.org/
http://www.openaccessbutton.org/


OA & OER SUPPORT AT SPRAGUE LIBRARY

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Librarians at Sprague Library can assist you with finding open access sources for your classes/students/research.

http://montclair.libguides.com/openaccess


RECOMMENDED READING

• OER Mythbusting
SPARC handout (2017)

• The New Plugins — What Goals Are the Access Solutions Pursuing?
Kent Anderson, The Scholarly Kitchen (2018)

• The Impact of Open Educational Resources on Various Student Success Metrics
Colvard, Watson & Park (2018)

• Fixing the Broken Textbook Market: How students respond to high textbook costs and 
demand alternatives 
Ethan Senak, The Student PIRGs (2014)

• The Role of Open Educational Resources in the Student Success Agenda
Karen A. Stout (2016)

https://sparcopen.org/our-work/oer-mythbusting/
https://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/2018/08/23/new-plugins-kopernio-unpaywall-pursuing/
http://www.isetl.org/ijtlhe/pdf/IJTLHE3386.pdf
https://uspirg.org/sites/pirg/files/reports/NATIONAL%20Fixing%20Broken%20Textbooks%20Report1.pdf
https://www.achievingthedream.org/blog/16081/the-role-of-open-educational-resources-in-the-student-success-agenda-huffington-post-blog


THANK YOU!

Questions?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thanks for attending!
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