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Who’s Hot This Week

Game of the Week
Football
@ Kean

November 10, 1:00 p.m.

The Red Hawks will play their 
last game of  the 2012 season 
against NJAC Rival Kean Uni -
versity. The 4-5 Red Hawks 
will take on the 5-3 Cougars at 

Kean.

For updates, check out:
www.montclairathletics.com 

and
@TheMontclarion on Twitter

Last Week
NJAC Tournament

11/2 Rowan 2, MSU 1

Last Week
11/4 MSU 55, Brockport 49 (2OT)

 

This Week
NCAA National Tournament

11/10 vs. TBA                                2 p.m.

Last Week
NJAC Tournament

11/3 MSU 6, W. Paterson 1
11/4 MSU 3, Rowan 0

This Week
11/10 @ Kean                                 1 p.m.

This Week
NCAA National Tournament

11/10 vs. Salve Regina                  11 a.m.

Katherine LaCava
Women’s Swimming & Diving
LaCava was named NJAC Women’s Swimming and Div-
�Q�V�O���:�W�W�S�Q�M���W�N ���\�P�M���?�M�M�S���I�N�\�M�Z���_�Q�V�V�Q�V�O���P�M�Z���Å�Z�[�\���K�W�T�T�M�O�Q�I�\�M��
�J�]�\�\�M�Z�Æ�a���M�^�M�V�\���_�Q�\�P���I���\�Q�U�M���W�N �����"�������!�������J�Z�M�I�S�Q�V�O���\�P�M��������
year-old MSU record of  2:14.53 set by Denise Killeen at 
�\�P�M�����!�������6�+�)�)���+�P�I�U�X�Q�W�V�[�P�Q�X�[��

Zak Westerberg
Men’s Swimming & Diving

�?�M�[�\�M�Z�J�M�Z�O���Å�V�Q�[�P�M�L���\�P�M���T�I�[�\���\�_�W���U�M�M�\�[���_�Q�\�P���\�P�Z�M�M���_�Q�V�[����
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Westerberg won the 100m freestyle and was part of  the 
�������U���I�V�L���������U���N�Z�M�M�[�\�a�T�M���Z�M�T�I�a�[���\�P�I�\���J�W�\�P���\�W�W�S���Å�Z�[�\��

Football

Men’s Soccer
                          NJAC    Overall
       
            
MSU                       7 - 1           17 - 2
RU-Camden      6 - 2 - 1       16 - 2 -2
RU-Newark            5 - 4           14 - 8
W. Paterson       4 - 4 - 1        8 - 9 - 1
Rowan               4 - 4 - 1      12 - 8 - 1
Kean                       4 - 5           9 - 11
Ramapo                  4 - 5        8 - 8 - 1
Stockton             3 - 5 - 1      10 - 7 - 2
TCNJ                       3 - 6           7 - 11
  
NJCU                      2 - 7           11 - 9

Field Hockey

MSU               6 - 0          19 - 1

TCNJ              4 - 2          15 - 5

Rowan            4 - 2         15 - 6

W. Paterson    3 - 3         8 - 12
 
 
Kean               2 - 4          8 - 11  

Stockton         1 - 5          7 - 12 

Ramapo          1 - 5          4 - 11
  

NJAC Overall

Volleyball

Stockton           8 - 0             27 - 6
Rowan              7 - 1             22 - 9
RU-Camden     6 - 2             23 - 7
Kean                 5 - 3           27 - 10
MSU                 4 - 4           22 - 11
Ramapo            3 - 5           13 - 14 
RU-Newark      2 - 6           15 - 12
W. Paterson      1 - 7            14 - 11
NJCU                0 - 8             7 - 20

OverallNJAC

This Week
No Games Scheduled

Last Week
NJAC Tournament

11/2 Kean 3, MSU 0

Last Week
NJAC Tournament

11/4 MSU 0, Kean 0 (2OT) 

This Week
NCAA National Tournament

11/24 vs. Averett                            5 p.m.

Women’s Soccer
                         NJAC    Overall
       
            
MSU                      8 - 1       15 - 1 - 3
Rowan              7 - 1 - 1       12 - 3 - 1 
TCNJ                6 - 1 - 2       14 - 1 - 3
Stockton           6 - 2 - 1       16 - 3 - 3
W. Paterson           5 - 4         9 - 9 - 2
Kean                 4 - 3 - 2       11 - 5 - 4
Ramapo                 2 - 7              7 - 9
RU-Camden      1 - 7 - 1       4 - 14 - 1
RU-Newark       1 - 7 - 1       4 - 15 - 1
  
NJCU                      1 - 8       6 - 11 - 2

                          NJAC                Overall

Cortland               7 - 0                  7 - 1

Rowan                  5 - 1                  6 - 2 
 
Kean                    5 - 1                  5 - 3

MSU                     4 - 3                  4- 5
 
Brockport              3 - 4                  5 - 4

TCNJ                    3 - 4                  4 - 5
    
W. Paterson          1 - 5                   3 - 5 
 
West. Conn.          1 - 5                   1 - 7
 
Morrisville            1 - 6                   1 - 8
 

Volleyball Season Comes to an End
Rich Efrus

Staff Writer

          In a match that saw 30 ties 
and 15 lead changes, eventual-
ly the Kean University Cougars 
would knock off the Red Hawks in 
the first round match of the NJAC 
Tournament. The match was played 
in front of a large home crowd 
at the Panzer Athletic Center.
     The 4th seeded Cougars, who 
came into the match with a 27-9 re-
cord, eliminated the Red Hawks in 
straight sets. The scores were 27-25, 
28-26, 26-24, proving this match to 
be one of the Red Hawks’ most tightly 
contested matches of the season. The 
last time the two teams met, MSU 
lost to Kean in four sets on Sept. 11.
      In the first set, the Red Hawks 
would find themselves out in front 
early, leading 10-6. The Cougars 
came back with an 8-2 run of 
their own to take the lead 14-12. 
      Once MSU tied the score at 
14-14, the match would become a 
back and forth battle between the 

squads. With the score tied 25-25, 
Montclair committed a service er-
ror and Rachel Wells would regis-
ter a kill to give the Cougars the 
27-25 set and a 1-0 advantage.
     The second set continued to be 
a back and forth fight, as there 
were 15 ties throughout the set. 
The teams had a total of 22 alter-
nating points and neither team 
could take advantage and pull out 
in front until the final point of the 
set. Two serves by Alix Denison, 
one being an ace, gave Kean a 28-
26 win. They led the match 2-0.
     The third set saw Kean building 
an early 10-4 lead in the set. The 
Red Hawks showed their resilience 
and fight by narrowing the lead to 
15-13 on a kill by Nicole Wojtowicz. 
     Later in the set MSU went on a 
10-3 run to give them a 24-23 lead, 
but they could not close out the set 
and would see their season end. 
Hansen scored the match point on 
an ace and Kean advanced to the 
semifinals with the three-set sweep.
     Following the match, the energy 
around the team remained posi-

tive, as it had all season, despite 
the season ending loss. Sara Girgus 
discussed the team’s successes and 
hopes for next season, saying, “This 
is only the beginning for this pro-
gram. We had an amazing season 
and it’s just the foundation for years 
to come. We tied the school record 
for most wins in a season and next 
year we’re taking the record. As 
for Kean, they have no idea what’s 
coming for them next season.”
    Montclair tied their single sea-
son record for most wins in a sea-
son. Alyssa Batiste and Daniel-
la Salemo both registered eight 
kills for Montclair. Nicole Wojto-
wicz contributed five kills, two 
aces and one block. Angela Cam-
po assisted on 27 MSU points. 
     Kaitlyn Irwin led the team with 
20 digs. Salemo added 10 digs of 
her own. For the Cougars, Kait-
lyn Hansen was a standout with 
11 kills and three blocks. Jen Es-
pinal also added nine kills of her 
own and Wells had eight. Alana 
Aranjo led Kean with 29 assists 
and Samantha Sacco had 12 digs.



MontclarionSports@gmail.com

Check out TheMontclarion.org  
on Monday for Recaps of this 

Weekend’s Games

Red Hawk Reaches New Heights

Mike Panepinto
Staf Writer

       “Surreal” is the word Chad 
Faulcon, who played safety at 
Montclair State uses to describe 
his experiences in his NFL try-
outs.  Faulcon’s dream of playing 
in the NFL was dashed this year, 
but he is getting ready to make 
the most of his second opportunity.
 According to D3football.com, 
14 out of 18,000 Division III football 
players are currently playing in the 
NFL.  What this means is that .08 
percent of players from the Division 
III level of football currently have a 
roster spot with an NFL team.  Of 
those 14 players, eight are active, 
four are on an NFL team’s practice 
squad, one is on the physically un-
able to perform list and another play-
er is on the Injured Reserved list.  
      Faulcon had his chance this past 
spring when he was contacted by 
the Falcons, the Jaguars, the Jets 
and the Giants.  He chose the Fal-
cons and Faulcon was with them 
for roughly three months before he 
got cut from the team at the begin-
ning of the summer. Even though 
he was released, Faulcon still be-
lieves he can play in the NFL.  
“I’ve seen the competition and I be-
lieve I have the ability to play in the 
NFL.”  Faulcon is not the only one 
who sees himself in the NFL one 
day; his former coaches see it too.  
       MSU’s defensive line coach and 
special teams coordinator Mike Cieri 
went so far as to compare Faulcon to 
the greatest football player to come 
out of MSU: the late Sam Mills.  
        According to Montclair.edu and 
espn.go.com, Mills played for Mont-
clair State from 1977-1980 where he 
was a two time All-American Line-
backer.  Mills is also a college foot-
ball Hall of Famer. He is the only 
player to play in the NFL where his 
jersey #51 is retired by the Carolina 
Panthers, and the dining hall Sam’s 
Place on campus is named after him.
    When asked if Faulcon com-
pares at all to Sam Mills, Cieri 
responded, “Chad has Sam Mills 
quality, but is he ready to be 
evaluated at the same level?”  
         Out of Cranford High School, 
it looked as if Faulcon would be a 
running back at a school like Wag-
ner, Monmouth or Stony Brook.  
Faulcon even admitted, “In high 
school, running back was my fa-
vorite position, but when col-
lege came around, I decided 
that I wanted to be a safety.”  
      When current MSU Offensive Co-
ordinator Rich O’ Connor first start-
ed recruiting Faulcon, he was im-
mediately told by Chad’s high school 
coach Eric Rosenmeyer that Faulcon 
was “being overlooked by a lot of col-
leges” and Coach Rosenmeyer asked 
Coach O’ Connor to “not give up on 
the possibility of getting Chad.”  
Coach O’ Connor was tenacious and 

he knew that he wanted Faulcon at 
Montclair State.   After no scholarship 
offers came in for Faulcon, he made 
the decision to become a Red Hawk.
 When Faulcon first came to 
MSU, one thing in particular stuck 
out to all the coaches, his speed.  To 
be even more specific, it was his clos-
ing speed that wowed the coaches.  
      Closing speed is defined as 
the distance between you and 
the ball carrier or receiver. While 
at Montclair State, not only did 
Faulcon earn the respect of his 
fellow teammates, but he also 
earned the respect of his coaches. 
        I recently sat down with current 
MSU Defensive Coordinator Todd 
Agresta. He said, “Chad was a step 
faster than anyone else out on the 
field” and that “Chad follows Sam 
Mills’ ‘keep pounding’ attitude.” 
   In Faulcon’s freshman year, 
he was awarded the Freddy Hill 
Hustle Award. In his sophomore 
and junior years, he was award-
ed three Hatchets for three big-
hit tackles he made in separate 
games.  By senior year, the awards 
started rolling in for Faulcon.  
 At the end of Faulcon’s se-
nior season, he was awarded first 
team all-conference, first team all-
region, defensive player of the con-
ference, defensive player of the re-
gion and he was named a Division 
III All-American.  Faulcon was also 
the runner-up for the National Di-
vision III Player of the Year Award.  
       As Head Coach Rick Giancola 
put it, “A Division III player who 
wants to play in the NFL has to 
have the ability to dominate a game, 
and Chad was able to do that while 
he was here at Montclair State.”  
Faulcon’s next step was making 
the transition from the college foot-
ball Division III level to the NFL.  
 First up for Faulcon was 
the All-Star Game at Arkansas.  
56 of the athletes from the game 
were signed, and of those 56, the 
NFL drafted 13 of the competitors.  
Faulcon spoke about the game and 
said, “I was not nervous before we 
got to the stadium, I was a little bit 

nervous in the pre-game warm-ups, 
and when the game started I was 
confident.”  Faulcon ended up hav-
ing an interception in the game.  
          Next up was Fordham’s Pro Day 
where he did well and impressed 
some scouts.  Twelve of the fifty 
athletes at Fordham’s Pro Day end-
ed up being signed by NFL teams.  
     As 35th year coach Jim Panepin-
to put it, to play in the NFL you 

need “speed, strength, size (helps), 
football intelligence, mental/physi-
cal/emotional toughness, disci-
pline, integrity and character.”  
 At one of Montclair State’s 
practices, Coach Cieri talked to 
an Atlanta Falcons scout who had 
this to say about Faulcon “He’s a 
missile from the centerfield posi-
tion, he has a certain toughness 
with tackling people and he plays 
every play like he does not get 
tired.”  Coincidentally, Faulcon was 
nicknamed “The Missile” at MSU.  
 While Faulcon waits for the 
one phone call that could change 
his life, he spends his time training 
at DeFranco’s Gym in Hawthorne 
and coming back to Montclair State 
to watch home football games.
Faulcon knows his day will 
come and he also knows that 
he has “the support of everyone 
around him until his time comes.”

NFL Draft Statistics
—Out of the 100,000 high school students that play football, only 215 

(0.2 percent) go on to play in the National Football League.

—Out of the 9,000 collegiate football players, only 310 (0.3 percent) 
get invited to the NFL Scouting Combine. 

—Athletes who don’t attend the NFL Combine go on to attend the 
regional combine. If they impress there, they then get to attend the 
Super Regional Combine which is attended by many NFL teams.

—Last year, 21 players were signed to NFL teams.

Photo courtesy of nj.com

Faulcon was one of the backbones of the MSU defense, finishing his career with 
169 tackles, seven interceptions and four forced fumbles.

MSU alumnus signs with Atlanta Falcons

Red Hawks Win Double 
Overtime Thriller.

p. 16

Sandy Brings Out the Lighter 
Side of Sports.

p. 18


