








Question of the Week

SHOULD PLAYERS BE FORCED TO PLAY IN COLLEGE BEFORE TURNING PRO?

Nick Patriarca
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

I think it depends on the
sport. A football player coming
out of high school would need to
go to college where he can get big-
ger and faster. A football player’s
career can end on any play. There-
fore, a college degree would mean
muchmoretoan NFLplayer. How-
ever, we have seen many basket-
ball players forego college to have
great careers, such as Kobe Bryant
and Lebron James. We have also
seen many soccer players, such as
Freddy Adu and Wayne Rooney,
turn pro and score their first goals
at ages 14 and 16, respectively.
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Nick Verhagen
SPORTS EDITOR

For sports like baseball where
you don’t have to be in peak ath-
letic form, by all means, go straight
to the pros. That’s what the mi-
nor leagues are for, anyway. With
football, you definitely have to at-
tend college first so you can bulk
up. An 18-year-old going straight
to the pros will get injured in a
heartbeat. For basketball, I feel
that at least two years of college
should be required so players
can prove that they have what it
takes. An education is obviously
the most important, just in case
one’s pro career doesn’t work out.

Jason Hrina
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

If a high school athlete chooses
to go to go straight to the pros, they
should be allowed to. The best de-
cision they can (probably) make
is to get a college degree because
if professional sports don’t work
out, they will have something to
fall back on. Schools shouldn’t be
handing out scholarship money
to people who aren’t interested
in getting an education, though
these same people are generating
tons of money for the university,
so it seems justified from a busi-
ness standpoint. Regardless, let
the person do what he wants.
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Stephen Nappe
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Nappe had a great week, helping the Red Hawks dur
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eight RBIs and a home run. Nappe was named the
NJAC Player of the Week and the New Jersey Collegiate
Baseball Association (NJCBA) Player of the Week.

Tierney Conlon
Attack — Lacrosse
Conlon contributed two goals and four assists in the

17-0 win against the Sages Colleges. The week prior she
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against Ramapo. Conlon was awarded NJAC Rookie of
the Week.
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THE WEEK

Baseball
vsS Ramapo
April 6, 3:30 p.m.

Montclair and Ramapo will
play in Mahwah on April 5 then
come to Montclair on April 6 in

r

what will be two pivotal games
between two of the top teams in
the conference. The Red Hawks
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the NJAC conference.

For updates, check out:
www.montclairathletics.com
@TheMontclarion on Twitter
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Baseball

NJAC Overall
MSU 2-0 1-7
RU-Newark 2-0 11-8
Ramapo 1-1 14 -4
Rowan 1-1 15-5
WPU 1-1 14 -5
Kean 1-1 15-6
Stockton 1-1 13-8
TCN] 1-1 12-9
RU-Camden 0-2 9-11
NJCU 0-2 8-11
This Week
4/5 @ Ramapo 3:30 p.m.
4/6 vs Ramapo 3:30 p.m.
4/7 vs Kean (DH) 11:30 a.m./2 p.m.
4/10 vs Keystone College 3:30 p.m.

Last Week
3/29 MSU 8, Moravian College 7
3/31 MSU 6, RU-Camden 4
3/31 MSU 13, RU-Camden 10 (10 inn.)
4/3 MSU , Eastern Conn.

NJAC Overall
MSU 2-0 20-1
TCNJ 1-0 12-7
Rowan 1-1 19-2
Ramapo 1-1 14 -2
WPU 1-1 12-4
RU-Camden 1-1 8§-7
Kean 0-0 10-6
NJCU 0-0 8-10
RU-Newark 0-1 9-9
Stockton 0-2 13-3
—This Week
4/6 @ TCNJ 3 p.m.
4/10 @ Rutgers-Newark 3 p.m.

Last Week
3/29 MSU 11, Staten Island 1
3/29 MSU 7, Staten island 3
4/1 MSU 3, Stockton 2 (8 inn.)
4/1 MSU 4, Stockton 3
4/3 MSU 8, NJCU 0
4/3 MSU 3, NJCU 1

Men’s Lacrosse

Skyline Overall
Kean 2-0 8-3
Stockton 2-0 5-5
MSU 1-0 4-5
Maritime 1-1 2-9
Farmingdale 1-2 3-7
Mt. Saint V. 0-2 7-6
Mt. St. Mary 0-2 5-6

This Week
No Games Scheduled

Last Week
3/31 MSU 13, Marine Academy 9

Women’s Lacrosse

NJAC Overall

TCN]J 2-0 9-1

MSU 2-0 7-3

Ramapo 1-2 4-4

Rowan 0-0 4-5

Kean 0-1 5-4

RU-Camden 0-2 3-5
This Week

4/10 vs TCNJ 7 p.m.

Last Week

3/31 MSU 17, Sages Colleges 0
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MSU on Fire, Winning Six Straight

As the weather gets hotter, so do the Red Hawks

Jeff Onorato
STAFF WRITER

Montclair baseball took on Mora-
vian College, played two games
at Rutgers-Camden in their first
New Jersey Athletic Conference
games and welcomed Eastern Con-
necticut in their home opener —and
they have plenty to cheer about.

It was neck-and-neck through-
out the game when junior outfielder
Anthony Bowens delivered a clutch
two-RBI double in the top of the
ninth in Montclair’s 8-7 victory over
Moravian College last Thursday.

The Red Hawks posted a run
in the first inning, but this lead
would not be protected so easily.
Montclair put up a run in the sec-
ond, fourth and fifth innings, two
coming from the bat of catcher
Jayson Stolz, only for the Mora-
vian offense to match them.

The Greyhounds tied the game up
at four in the sixth, but the Red Hawks
regained their lead the next inning
with a solo homer from third baseman
Stephen Nappe. Moravian scored two
more runs in the seventh, but their
only lead in the game lasted until the
eighth, when Montclair tied it 6-6.

Bowens entered the game at right
field in the eighth, and his go-ahead
double with runners on first and sec-
ond was enough to win it for Mont-
clair. Freshman Anthony Altieri re-
tired the last three batters in a game
started by Dylan Papa, who went
five innings, allowing four runs.

MSU entered the double-header
at Rutgers-Camden with a 9-7 re-
cord having won three straight
and they couldn’t have asked for
a better performance in their last
game before their home opener.
In the first of the two-game set,
pitcher Sean Hille was sent to the
mound, giving up four runs in
seven innings for his fourth win.

The Red Hawks were down 3-2 in
the fifth before Kevin Bond, Nappe
and Bowens each contributed RBIsin-
gles. The go-ahead run was Nappe’s
second RBI of the game. Senior Jack
McDonough threw two hitless in-
nings to get the save in the 6-4 game.

With a7-0lead in the fifth, Montclair
State had no thoughts about a tenth
inning as game two against Rutgers-
Camden turned out to be a closer one
than anybody had thought. Nappe
continued his impressive offense
with a three-run blast in the third, and
Cody Pace drove in three with a dou-
ble for his first of two hits in the game.

The Red Hawk offense was ab-
sent in the sixth and seventh, but the
Scarlet Raptors took the opportunity
to score two runs in both, ultimately
taking an 8-7 lead after a three-run
eighth inning. Faced with their first
deficit in the ninth, MSU made use of
patience at the plate to avoid an upset.
Down to their last out, Nappe

was walked intentionally after Bond
doubled to put runners on first and
second. Stolz worked a walk to load
the bases for pinch hitter Lou Martini,
who also watched four balls pitched
out of the strike zone, tying the game
8-8. Another bases-loaded walk and a
passed ball gave Montclaira 10-8lead.
The two-run cushion was not
soft enough as Rutgers-Cam-
den responded with two runs to
make the long day even longer.
The Red Hawk tenth saw their
third bases-loaded walk and a two-
RBI single from Martini to put them
on top 13-10. Montclair’s bullpen
was able to hold the lead in the tenth
to cap off the double-header sweep.
Riding on a five-game win streak,

the Red Hawks were looking bet-
ter than ever going into the home
opener against Eastern Connecticut
on Tuesday. Papa started the game
and retired the side in the first. Mick-
ey McGraw led off the game with a
single up the middle, but it would
amount to no runs for Montclair.
Eastern Connecticut put to-
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The Red Hawks are currently on a six-game win streak, outscoring their oppo-

nents 50-28.

gether a four-run second inning,
but MSU kept it close, answering
with three runs in the bottom half.
Catcher Scott Glozzy, Martini and
Bowens crossed home on a field-
er’s choice, a sacrifice fly by Pace
and a base hit from Bond. A pair
of double plays was of no help to
the Red Hawks, who were unable
to score again until late in the game.

With one out in the eighth, Mar-
tini and senior Sam Politan hit back-
to-back singles. With runners on
first and second, Bowens cracked
a double to left center field, send-
ing both runners home. After a
pitching change, Bowens scored on
a double from Pace, giving Mont-
clair a 6-4 lead going into the ninth.
Before junior Josh Manto record-
ed the save, senior Zach Brown

pitched two scoreless innings
in relief to earn his third win.

The comeback victory extended
the winning streak and improved the
Red Hawks to 12-7 on the season.
MSU got off to a shaky start this sea-
son, but they are not looking back.

Bowens, who played a big part
in the team’s recent success, said that
practicing has really allowed them
o “gel as a team.” Bowens and his
teammates see the winning streak
as a strong confidence builder to
“keep the momentum going” as they
move further into conference play.

Montclair takes on Ramapo Col-
lege Thursday at 3:30 p.m. in their
first match-up this season. The two-
game set continues on Friday, when
the Red Hawks host the Roadrunners
at Yogi Berra Stadium at 3:30 p.m.

Softball Continues to Dominate NJAC
Currently 22-1, the Red Hawks are not slowing down

Nick Verhagen
SPORTS EDITOR

The Red Hawks continue to domi-
nate their opposition with little
worry. Montclair State University
extended their win streak to eight
games with 8-0 and 3-1 victories of
New Jersey City University last week.

Their win streak started with 11-1
and 7-3 wins over Staten Island.
Sophomore pitcher Alex Hill in-
creased her personal pitching record
to 10-0 with seven strikeouts while al-
lowing only three hits in four innings.

On offense, sophomore Dana Amato
helped bring in three runs on two hits
and fellow sophomore Katie Muglia
recorded three runs on one hit. The
key to MSU’s win over Staten Island
was an outstanding nine-run, second
inning. Junior pitcher Jamie Miller

increased her record to 7-1 when she
held Staten Island to three points in
thesecond game of the double-header.

The Red Hawks struggled against
Richard Stockton, winning both
games of the double-header 3-2 and
4-3. Hill became 11-0 with six strike-
outs on four hits in the first game and
then went 12-0 in the second game
with another six strikeouts after Miller
started the game with two strikeouts.

The Red Hawks were back in
full form against NJCU thanks
to a dominant offense and an-
other superb pitching by Hill

Amato went three-for-three on
the day and sent in four runs
while Hill drove in two and se-
nior Shannon Mozek and junior Ja-
mie Paulino both recorded one RBL

Once again, Hill owned the mound
with another double-digit strike-
out performance, retiring 11 bat-
ters while only allowing three hits.

In their 3-1 win, Miller was award-
ed her eighth win of the season by
allowing one run on four hits. Am-
ato, Hill, and sophomore Alisha
Cumberton all drove in one run.

The Red Hawks are about half-
way through the season and are
performing better than they have
in recent years. Currently 22-1 and
tied for first place in the NJAC, the
Red Hawks have easily proven
that they are the team to beat. With
excellent pitching and and explo-
sive offense, there is not a single
weak link in the MSU softball team.

The Red Hawks are scheduled
to play The College of New Jersey on
Friday at 3 pm and 4:30 pm. TCNJ is
the other team in the NJAC that the
Red Hawks are tied with so those
two games will be very crucial to the
NJAC standings. If either team can get
the two-game sweep, they will gain a
lot of momentum in the conference.

Current Record
22-1
(4-0, NJAC)

Upcoming Games
4/6 @ TCN]

4/10 @ RU-Newark
4/12 vs. NYU Poly-Tech
4/14 vs. Rowan
4/17 vs. Kean

4/19 vs. Centenary
4/21 @ RU-Camden




