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Fine-Tuning Graduation

University Talks Solutions for January Ceremony Hiccups
Deanna Rosa
Editor-in-Chief
After the university’s first
attempt at a single all-school
commencement
ceremony
went awry last month, the
administration is regrouping for its second try with the
Class of 2017’s May graduation at the Prudential Center
in Newark, New Jersey.
“The administration obviously did not prep as well as
they should have for an event
that the many first-generation college kids—who they
love to talk about—and their
families hope to have memorialized in their minds,” said
Padreigh Gonzalez, a graduate in the January ceremony.
Back in October, the university announced the elimination of individual on-campus convocations for each
school, leaving just one commencement ceremony where
each student would be called
by name to recieve their diploma. In addition, an annual January ceremony was
added, the first of which occured on Jan. 23.
While the ill-timed
nor’easter contributed to the
ceremony’s disappointment,
other factors also affected the
2,277 graduates’ experience.
Anticipating a lengthy ceremony after the elimination of
separate on-campus convocations necessitated reading
each student’s name one by
one, many students decided
to exit the building right after
receiving their diplomas.
“Since this was a formal
event, we didn’t anticipate
that people would opt to
leave before the ceremony
ended,” said Ellen Griffin,
the assistant vice president of
communications and market-

w
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ing at Montclair State.
Graduate Theadora Lecour
noted that the ceremony
seemed “short and sweet,”
despite prior worries concerning
the
ceremony’s
length. She explained that
her only suggestion would
be that “the students and
parents be given space to reconnect after the ceremony.”
She continued, “Students and
guests were forced to leave
through separate exits, and
the torrential rain brought a
swift end to any kind of picture-taking.”
In response to complaints
about the logistics of the cer-

emony, a university spokesperson explained that they
could not have anticipated
many of the issues that occurred. For example, the
weather was to blame for
complications with driving
to and parking at the venue.
Though many students
argued that the university
should have rescheduled the
ceremony, the administration explained that it would
not have been possible.
Minor complications with
photography after the ceremony, flow and entrance
and exit from the venue are
what the university hopes

to perfect for the spring 2017
commencement ceremony.
The university spokesperson
assured the campus community that they have been
meeting and discussing the
best ways to make the event
as special and memorable as
possible for the graduates.
“I’m upset that the weather
ruined an indoor ceremony,”
said Gonzalez. “I’m upset
that I wasn’t able to get photos after the ceremony of
which two-thirds of the graduates walked out. I’m upset
at the way the workers treated myself and the remaining one-third, who did not

walk out, and our families.
They yelled and screamed at
us to ‘get the f*ck outside’—
of course outside being the
freezing rain.”
At the end of the spring semester, Montclair State graduates will all be recognized
at commencement on May 25
at the Prudential Center in a
ceremony which the university assures will be a memorable one after months of rethinking and planning. Still,
some seniors are vowing not
to attend in response to negative reports from this year’s
first go-around in January.

February
Begins with First
Random Acts of
Kindness Week
Dana Jarvis
News Editor

‘Take a Challenge, Leave a Challenge’ was Tuesday’s event in the week-long
celebration of kindness.

NEWS

p. 3
First Random
Acts of
Kindness Week

Jessica D’Onofrio | The Montclarion

Montclair State held the
first annual Random Acts of
Kindness Week (RAK) to create awareness about opportunities that can influence the
people in our community.
The week was kicked off
on Monday, when students
donated blood. Tuesday, Red
Hawks participated in “Take
a Challenge, Leave a Challenge” where students could
turn for kind inspiration.
Mid-week was dedicated

to making candy bags and
handing out valentines to
random strangers. The week
will end with a “Cup of Kindness” event, similar to the
valentine-making, as well
as another round of “Take
a Challenge, Leave a Challenge.”
Students were also encouraged to share their Random Acts of Kindness Week
stories with volunteers. All
information on RAK Week
activities can be accessed via
Hawk Sync.
Kindness continued on Page 3
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York Harbor

The Montclarion is a publication of Montelican
Publishing, Inc. published weekly, except during examinations, summer and winter sessions. The Montclarion is funded by student fees
distributed by Montclair State University and
incoming advertising revenue. The views expressed in the Opinion section, with the exception of the Main Editorial, do not necessarily reflect the views of The Montclarion.
The first issue of The Montclarion, then named
The Pelican, was published on Nov. 28, 1928.

OUR STAFF
Deanna Rosa
montclarionchief
@gmail.com

Managing Editor

Thomas Formoso
montclarionmanaging
@gmail.com

Production Editor
Kevin Saez

montclarionproduction

@gmail.com

Assistants
News
Alexandra Clark
Tiani Rabb
Opinion
Vaniele Casimir
Entertainment
Babee Garcia

Feature
Chanila German

Copy
Dominique Evans
Haley Wells

Sports
Anthony Gabbianelli
Web
Lucia Godoy
Josue Dajes

Editorial
Cartoonist
Dan Evans

Staff

Operations
Manager

Don Spielvogel
montclarionadsales
@gmail.com

Editorial Board
News
Dana Jarvis
montclarionnews
@gmail.com

Feature

Teanna Owens
montclarionfeature
@gmail.com

Opinion

Emily Rovner
montclarionopinion
@gmail.com

Entertainment
Awije Bahrami
Tess Reynolds
montclarion
entertainment
@gmail.com

Sports

Emma Cimo
montclarionsports
@gmail.com

Chief Copy Editor
Fiorella Medina
Cassandra Sardo
montclarioncopy
@gmail.com

Web Editor

Daniel Falkenheim
montclarionweb
@gmail.com

Photography

Alex Gamboa
Therese Sheridan

Kevin Suarez poses outside Schmitt Hall.

Chanila German
Assistant Feature Editor
On July 12, 2016, Kevin Suarez, a Montclair State student
studying mathematics, was
hard at work on the docks of
the New York Harbor when
he saw a tragedy occur—a
small boat carrying six people
capsized.
Suarez, who works for Statue Cruises, a boat line that
takes people to and from Ellis
Island, drove into action when
he saw the scene unfolding
before his eyes. Quickly, he
jumped into the water—a 15
feet drop from the seawall—
and swam approximately 70
feet to the boat that was submerging into the water.
“I was running on fear and
adrenaline as I swam against
the brutal currents. My goal
was roughly 75 feet away, a
family trying their hardest to
say afloat. Once I managed to
get near them a man started
crying out, ‘save her, please
save her’,” Suarez said to the
Red Hawks of Montclair State
Instagram.
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Rivera at City Hall with all of
his family and friends in attendance.
On October 7, 2016, Suarez
was honored with an award
for his bravery in Washington
D.C by the Chief of the U.S.
Park Police. Present for this
ceremony was his mother and
two older brothers who had
taken the long journey with
him to witness this monumental event.
At the award ceremony, the
individuals that Suarez saved
were all present, including the
two young girls that he helped
to swim to shore. They expressed their appreciation to
him upon seeing him again.
Upon receiving the award,
Suarez said to NJ.com reporter, Corey McDonald, “It’s a
really great honor. It’s something I didn’t expect at all and
I’m overwhelmingly happy
that I was able to receive it.”

Red Hawk Rap Sheet
Wednesday, Feb. 1
University Hall: A professor
reported a theft. This incident
is under investigation.

Social Media

Jessica D’Onofrio

The boat that had been carrying a family of six (two men
and four children from ages 5
to 11) were faced with the horror of the youngest child being trapped under water with
the boat.
Upon arriving at the scene,
Suarez wasted no time rescuing the child, whose lifejacket
strings were caught on a part
of the boat, keeping her restrained underwater. Suarez
used all of his force to pull
the girl free from underneath
the boat, until succeeding and
obtaining the frightened child.
After rescuing the young girl,
Suarez helped swim her and
another young child back to
the shores of Ellis Island.
Suarez’s heroic actions on
the harbor on that fateful day
have been recognized as remarkable by many individuals.
On July 21, 2016, he was
honored by the City Council of New York, only eight
days after helping the family
on that tragic day. The award
was presented to him by
Councilman-at-large Daniel

Photo courtesy of Red Hawks
of Montclair State Instagram

Thursday, Feb. 2
Calcia Hall: Commuter student, Matthew L. Norris, 23, of
Ringoes, NJ was charged with
disorderly conduct for an incident. He is scheduled to appear in Little Falls Municipal
Court.

Thursday, Feb. 2
Student Center, Sprague Library, Cafe Diem: Students
reported that several unknown females attempted to
solicit money from them. This
incident is under investigation.

Saturday, Feb. 4
Whitman Hall: Male resident
student, Fady M. Ishak, 19,
of Freehold, NJ was issued a
special complaint summons
for smoking in public. He is
scheduled to appear in Little
Falls Municipal Court.

Graphic by Claudia Habrahamshon

Executive Board
Editor-in-Chief

Sunday, Feb. 5
Freeman Hall: A female resident student reported an act
of criminal mischief. This incident is under investigation.
Tuesday, Feb. 7
Student Recreation Center:
Patrol officers were informed
of an empty glassine bag with
possible marijuana residue
inside. This incident is under
investigation.
Tuesday, Feb. 7
University Hall: An act of
criminal mischief was reported. This incident is under investigation.

Anyone who has information regarding these incidents
is urged to call the police station at T-I-P-S (8477).
All calls are strictly confidential.
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President Trump Approves Dakota
Access and Keystone Pipelines
Montclair State University Weighs In on the
Controversial Decision
Anthony Paradiso
Staff Writer

On Jan. 24, President Donald Trump signed executive
orders approving the Keystone XL and Dakota Access
pipeline and students have
mixed view points on the ongoing issue.
Senior film major, Brittney
Briggs gave her opinion saying, “This seems unfair to me.
It seems like they had one
small victory and now the
pipeline’s closer to being built
than it was two months ago.”
She continued, “We’re at a
point where we should be tak-

ing care of our environment
and this backtracks [environmental safety].”
The Dakota Access Pipeline
is the remaining 1,200 miles
of pipeline crossing under a
Missouri River reservoir used
by the Standing Rock Sioux.
The Keystone XL pipeline is
a crude-oil pipeline proposed
to transport oil from Alberta,
Canada to Steele City, Nebraska.
According to the Associated Press the “then-assistant
army secretary for civil works,
Jo-Ellen Darcy, on Dec. 4 declined to issue permission for
the crossing, saying it war-

Students at Montclair State have mixed reactions to Trump’s executive
order to approve the Keystone XL and Dakota Access Pipeline.

“It would be one thing if the country
was taking steps to move towards
clean energy, but this is a quick fix.”
- Austin Greene, senior film major

Photo courtesy of Sean Madden

President Cole
Declares February
2017 Black History
Month on Campus

ranted a broader environmental study.”
The Standing Rock Sioux
remain firm that if the pipeline leaks, it will pollute their
drinking water at Lake Oahe,
but time is ticking away. CEO
Kelcy Warren told the AP,
“the company should be able
to finish the project in a little
over three months once it has
the go-ahead.”
Senior film major Austin
Greene said, “It would be one
thing if the country was taking
steps to move towards clean
energy, but this is a quick fix.”
He continued, “Opportunities
to use cleaner energy have
been consistently snubbed by
corporations, who control the
Senate.”
Senior history major Tom,
who declined to give his last
name, said, “There are two
sides to this issue, if the [Da-

kota Access] pipeline leaks it
will be a disaster for the environment and cost millions to
clean up.” He continued, “On
the other hand, it could lower
gas prices. At the end of the
day, the government’s job is
to do what’s best for the country.”
Oil and natural gas pipelines are not only affecting the
Standing Rock Sioux, they are
going up all over the country.
The water protectors have left
Standing Rock, but the water
protectors, the army veterans, and the many others who
stood with the tribe are not
forgotten.
Phyllis Young, a protest leader and member of the Standing
Rock Sioux, told the AP, “Opposition to oil pipelines ‘is our
life struggle, and we’re going
to continue fighting however
we have to do it.’”

Kindness: Giving
everything from
blood to Valentines
Continued from page 1

A member of the university community
gives blood on Monday.

Alex Gamboa| The Montclarion

great women in history like Harriet Tubman.”

“I love giving blood. It
makes me feel like I am
helping the community
and giving back.”

- Elle Robinson, senior political science major

- Kaitlyn Petracci

Susan Cole, accompanied by UPD officers, hosted
a flag-raising to commemorate the month.

Taylor Zartman| The Montclarion

“Black history month is a reminder about all the
great African-Americans, and reminding us about
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The First Over-Time in Super
Bowl History Ends in Victory
for the New England Patriots

What do students think about the big game?
Nicholas Da Silva
Staff Writer
Despite the recent controversies that have plagued the
NFL in the last few years, the
Super Bowl has managed to
remain one of the premiere
television events of the year.
This year was no different,
with anticipation being high
for the showdown between
the New England Patriots and
the Atlanta Falcons. Going
into the game, it was expected
by many pundits that the Patriots would take the trophy
and give Tom Brady his fifth
Super Bowl victory. Yet, there
were still those that were rooting for the Atlanta Falcons to
pull off an upset.
Courtney Kovacs, a child
advocacy major in her senior
year at Montclair State University, was one of the people
rooting for the underdog team
to be triumphant at this year’s
game. Kovacs is a fan of the
New York Giants, but decided
to root for the Falcons after her
favorite team was eliminated
in the first round of the playoffs. “I absolutely can’t stand
the Patriots,” Kovacs said.
“So, by default, I’m rooting for
the Falcons.”
“I was routing for the Falcons ‘cause the Patriots are
known for cheating,” said
Jonathan Nunez, a sophomore
computer science major. “I’m
jealous that the Patriots won.
The Falcons almost had it.”
While many watch the Super Bowl to see the two teams
duke it out, the game is just as
much about the entertainment
that comes with the game.

Victor Diaz, a political science
major in his freshman year at
Montclair State, was excited
to see who would win the big
game. Yet, Diaz was also looking forward to the musical
performances and commercials that air during the game.
“The ads are also pretty funny to watch and the half time
show is entertaining,” Diaz
said. “There’s a reason why
it’s the most watched sports
game.”
Living up to its hype as the
biggest game of the year, this
year’s Super Bowl event found
new records being broken
and history being made. For
the majority of the game, it
seemed as though the underdog Falcons were going to pull
off one of the most lopsided
Super Bowl victories in history against the Patriots. At one
point in the game, the Falcons
were up 28-3 with less than
two quarters left to go.
In the midst of the Patriots being decimated by the
Falcons, there was the annual Super Bowl halftime
show; Lady Gaga was this
year’s performer. To almost
everyone’s surprise, Gaga
kept her performance apolitical. The performance was
a mostly straightforward, but
spectacle-driven showcase for
some of the pop performer’s
greatest hits. Coming off the
heels of last year’s incredibly
controversial
performance
by Beyoncé, Gaga’s performance was received positively
for keeping politics out of an
event that is supposed to be
escapist fun.
Going back to the game, vic-

Montclair State student Jonathan Nunez was disappointed by the Patriots’
Super Bowl win on Sunday, Feb. 5.

tory appeared to be certain for
the Falcons during the third
quarter when Tom Brady rallied the Patriots to make arguably the greatest comeback
in Super Bowl history. In the
third quarter and throughout the entirety of the fourth
quarter, the Patriots scored 25
unanswered points to create a
tied game.
In turn, the game went into
overtime for the first time in
the history of the Super Bowl.
In overtime, the Patriots completed their comeback by scoring another touchdown to
win the Super Bowl. With this
victory, Brady scored his fifth
Super Bowl ring and solidified
his legacy as one of the best

quarterbacks in the history of
football.
Many people could not believe how the game had unfolded throughout its entirety.
Kevin Wagner, a sports media
and journalism major in his
sophomore year at Montclair
State, talked about how he respected Brady for his ability
to pull off such a remarkable
comeback. Wagner also talked
about how the game was as
good any football game he
had ever seen. “The last 15 to
20 minutes of the game had to
be the best football I had ever
watched,” Wagner said. “In
my opinion, this is one of the
best Super Bowls that has ever
been played.”

Therese Sheridan | The Montclarion

While watching the game,
a television and digital media
major Shane Reed felt that the
Patriots had no chance of winning after watching the first
two quarters of the game. Reed
was rooting for the Falcons to
win, but he also gave the Patriots their due for managing to
turn the tables around and get
the victory.
“This year’s Super Bowl
was the craziest football game
I’ve ever seen,” Reed said. “I
thought that it was a very exciting game.”

New Church on Campus
Jacksonville Chapel Rents Space on
Campus for Weekly Gatherings

Jennifer Leon
Staff Writer
Jacksonville Chapel has
rented the University Conference Center on the 7th floor at
Montclair State University to
launch their next campus location for weekly gatherings
every Sunday.
Paul Klouse, a non-denominational pastor and campus
pastor for the new Montclair
site said, “Jacksonville Chapel
has been serving the North
Jersey community for more
than 80 years. Over the years,
we have seen how the message of historic Christianity
has helped thousands of people answer basic questions of
meaning and purpose.
“We are passionate about
the value of our message, and
we want to expand our reach
by offering this message to the
Montclair community. Our
goal is to partner with existing churches and community
organizations in Montclair,
and do our part in serving the
people of this community,”
said Klouse.
Klouse understands why
so many people feel confused
about religion. He said, “We
hope to offer an environment
where all people can explore
and express their faith. We are

Klouse hopes to build bridges between Montclair State students and residents of the surrounding area.

available to talk to whoever
may want to process what
they may be experiencing in
life.
“Most people, from the
graduate student to the refugee, have a sense that there is
a spiritual dimension to our
existence, and people express
that spirituality in different
ways,” said Klouse, in the
hope that the chapel can help
cut through religious confusion, making faith simple and
accessible.
According to Klouse, college students are often passionate to contribute to the
peace and justice of the world.
Dorothy Rogers, chairperson of the Department of
Religion, said, “There aren’t
always opportunities for [col-

lege students] to [express
themselves spiritually] on a
college campus. Montclair
State took steps to address this
need about a decade ago when
we established the Center for
Faith and Spirituality, which
is housed in the Student Center.”
According to Rogers, it’s
appropriate for a publicly
funded institution to provide
a multi-faith center, like Montclair State, where students
with a wide range of religious beliefs can explore their
own understandings of God,
Adona, Allah, Brahma, Buddha, The Dao, Great Spirit,
Gaia—or no god at all.
“On campus, we’ve had immense success with our faithbased organizations joining

Photo courtesy of Paul Klouse

to work together and understand each other—in social
events, service projects and
community discussions. Not
that we’re always perfect, of
course. But we have a community that works to make
cross-cultural dialogue—and
this includes religious dialogue—a meaningful and productive exercise.” In short,
religious groups here on campus understand that “it’s not a
competition” that each group
can flourish on its own terms
without the need to impose on
or try to change others.
“An organization like Jacksonville might benefit students who share an evangelical understanding of their
Christian faith. It’s good for
students to encounter other

beliefs and ways of life so they
can exchange views with each
other as they prepare for life
after [Monclair State]. Interreligious discourse can enrich
our experiences and understandings of each other,” said
Rogers, who added that religion is an aspect of cultural
diversity.
The dean of students, Margaree Coleman-Carter, said,
“Jacksonville Chapel is an
organization that is renting
space at the University Conference for their own purposes,
just the way many off-campus
organizations rent university
space and facilities. The organization has no affiliation with
Montclair State and is not part
of any campus department or
group.”
The Jacksonville Chapel
is currently building a core
group of volunteers who want
to be a part of Montclair campus, and are seeking opportunities to serve the community
of Montclair. Please feel free
to contact the campus pastor, Klouse, who expressed
his openness to speaking with
students, at pklouse@jacksonvillechapel.org.

themontclarion.org
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Come Join Us!

Room 113 Student Center Annex
973.655.5230
Montclarionchief@gmail.com
MontEditor@gmail.com

THE

WORLD

WITHOUT

NEWS
WOULD BE...

Photo courtesy of wikipedia.org.
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Leader, Ambassador, Legislator:
Montclair State's Amanda DePinho

Unsung Heroes of Montclair State University
Unsung Heroes features stories about people within the Montclair State community whose jobs are unusual or go unnoticed.

a series featuring stories about people within the university community whose jobs are unusual and often go unnoticed

Montclair State sophomore Amanda DePinho is currently a student ambassador and legislator
for the Student Government Association at Montclair State.

Daniel Collins
Contributing Writer
From saving lives to swiping
ID cards. While most students
at Montclair State University
spend their mornings getting
to class, talking to friends and
going to the library, Montclair
State sophomore Amanda DePinho is in her office getting to
work.
DePinho, a sophomore with
a double major in psychology
and gender sexuality and women's studies, starts her day with
a lot of major campus responsibilities.
While balancing courses and
school work like every student
on campus, DePinho’s day-today job is spent in the Student
Government Association office.
As a student leader on campus,
DePinho holds several different
roles.
She has primarily worked as
a student ambassador for two
years, and stands out in this
position. She is also a Student
Government Association legislator, a role which consists of
writing bills for Montclair State
clubs when they want to schedule events. As an ambassador,
she serves as a campus tour
guide for prospective Montclair
State students.
“I check families in for the
tours, mingle with them and
then take them out on the tours
[of campus],” said DePinho.
She is also in a sorority, and
will be the next National Panhellenic Council President for
the 2017 spring semester.
In the National Panhellenic
Council, she oversees the four
national sororities on campus.
You might want to know what
motivated her to pursue a role
like this.
“It first started out as some-

thing to do on campus,” she
said. “I was going to be living
on campus and I didn’t want to
get bored. I heard it was a good
opportunity, but I actually fell
in love with Montclair [State]
and everything about it.”
DePinho enjoys doing everything she can, wanting to
expand her roles as a student
leader.
“I’m glad that Amanda became my mentor because when
you first start the ambassador
position program, you’re designated a mentor,” said Brian Cadavid, a Montclair State freshman biology major. “She is my
mentor for the tour aspect, and
she’s taught me [so] much information [that] I need to know
about Montclair State University, and I’m grateful that she’s
been such a big help in making
me become an overall better
person and a better ambassador
to represent our school.”
DePinho is also taking 19 credits in the 2017 spring semester,
which isn’t easy. She explained
how she manages to balance it
all.
“I’m crazy organized and I
have an agenda, and every
day, I go through it,” she said.
“For the most part, [on] Sundays I go through it and write
down everything I have to do
that week. I don’t have class
on Fridays so I try to get everything out of the way on Fridays
homework-wise. Besides that,
it’s pretty easy because as long
as you love something, you
kind of find a way to do it.”
She added that it’s important for her to give back, not just
by showing the students what
the campus is, but by showing them what it is about. She
presents to them the various
opportunities there are to get
involved while on campus. She
gives credit to her cousin, Dani-

Daniel Collins | The Montclarion

Amanda DePinho (pictured left with cap) says it’s important to give back to
students on tours, adding that they give the interested students a chance to
find themselves and consider opportunities to get involved on campus.

ella Ribeiro, for helping her get
involved in the position she’s in
right now.
“Amanda’s really helpful
when speaking on tours,” Katherine Sharks, a freshman English major said. “It was really
nerve-racking at first to get up
in front of a group of maybe 30
to 50 people, and they kind of
want you to be wrong sometimes. I feel like they are asking questions and they’re waiting for you to mess up. With
Amanda, she always says, ‘If
you mess up, I’ll jump in and
save you.'”
“I feel like the student leaders don’t receive as much credit
as they should because we’re
really the reasons why people

choose or don’t choose Montclair [State University],” DePinho said. “We’re the first
faces they see if they do come
for a tour at Montclair [State].
The faculty in our office gives
the presentations, sells them on
Montclair [State] and also gives
them the tours. We are basically
the factors that make people
want to go to Montclair [State]
or not.”
For those interested in pursuing positions like hers, she suggests giving it a try. Once you
get involved, your passion for
the campus will develop, she
explained.
She also discussed the factors that fuel her passion to be
a student ambassador and help
other students.

Daniel Collins | The Montclarion

“I basically like to make other
people feel happy,” DePinho
said. “I feel like getting involved
in things like that helps people
be happy. Seeing people smile
is what gets me motivated.”
She continued, “I love giving tours and connecting with
the families, and want their son
or daughter to be like, ‘You’re
amazing; you’re the reason
I want to come to Montclair
[State]. I’ve gotten compliments
before. Little things like that are
the reasons I love doing what I
do.”

themontclarion.org
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What It Means To Be
LGBTQ In The Trump Era

Montclair State students Robert Ianneci and Derek Dalonges are uneasy about
their sexuality and the Trump Administration.

Photo courtesy of Robert Ianneci's Instgram.

The election of Donald Trump set off panic for many people within the LGBTQ
community. Most of the panic stems from uncertainty about how close Trump will stand
by the promises he made during his presidential campaign. In this story, Danielle
Oliveira sat down with Derek Dalonges and Robert Ianneci in an effort to have an open
conversation about their concerns as members of the LGBTQ community.

Danielle Oliveira
Contributing Writer
Montclair State juniors Robert Ianneci, a psychology major,
and Derek Dalonges, a public
relations major, transferred this
year from the County College
of Morris. In addition to settling into their new niches as
Red Hawks, both students are
also easing into the potential effects of a new presidency—one
which has stimulated much
concern by this couple that belongs to the LGBTQ community.
On Thursday night, I met up
with them at Ianneci’s house, a
very welcoming and cozy environment where I sunk into
a plush armchair in the corner
of his bedroom. On the desk to
my left rested an assortment of
framed pictures of the two.
“We’ve been dating since Oct.
1, 2015,” remarked Ianneci .
Once settled, I asked them
what President Donald Trump
has said or done to conjure fear
within them as members of the
LGBTQ community.
"What hasn’t he done?” replied Dalonges. “For me, it’s
all about actions. Trump offers
no security for my sexuality be-

cause he hasn’t executed any
action. He’s all words.”
He continued, “Someone like
Hillary Clinton though, isn’t all
talk. She offers more security
because of her actions.” Dalonges alluded to Clinton marching in the Pride parade in NYC
in June, making her the first
presidential candidate from a
major political party to participate in a Pride parade.
“She took her time during
her political campaign to go,
and her presence there showed
she wanted to be there because
someone who’s that busy has
to plan things out. It means her
team is looking at all of the issues and is making us a priority.”
He added, “Where was
Trump that day? Sitting in
Trump Tower.”
Dalonges further elaborated
on such sentiments when I inquired about Trump’s nomination acceptance speech where
he pledged to protect the community from violence and oppression, making him the first
Grand Old Party nominee to
mention the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer
community in an acceptance
speech.

Additionally, Trump vowed
to keep former President Barack
Obama’s 2014 LGBTQ worker
protections, claiming no further
plans for an executive order.
“Granted he said those things,
but again, it’s all talk and no action,” replied Dalonges. “It’s like
rolling a ball. The ball is only going to roll if you keep pushing it.
He’s going to stop rolling the ball.
He might not change anything.
He might not push the ball backwards, but he’s not going to roll it
forward either.”
Ianneci then chimed in.
“What did it for me was when
Trump nominated former Indiana Governor, Mike Pence,
as his vice president. Pence orchestrated one of the original
statewide religious freedom
laws that allowed anti-LGBTQ
housing and employment discrimination in the name of religious freedom.”
Ianneci continued, “If Pence
supported this in Indiana, who
knows where it can go from
here now that he’s VP. Possibly,
it’s just a matter of time before
his philosophy reaches the national level. If it does, it’s going
to institute a huge divide—”
“It’s going to put a wall,” interrupted Dalonges, chuckling

lightly.
“It really is though!” exclaimed Ianneci. “It’s so scary
to think that my sexuality can
potentially stop me from progressing in my life. If that’s the
future, then what’s the point of
what I’m doing now in school?
What’s the point of doing anything? If something like that
can stop me from being successful, then what’s my purpose here?”
Pence aside, Ianneci also expressed his fear about Trump’s
philosophy and how it too is
leaking into American society.
“Statistical studies show it’s
becoming more socially acceptable to discriminate because
of things Trump’s said,” explained Ianneci.
Dalonges nodded in agreement, adding, “Many have
that voice in the back of their
head. Those voices have been
regressed for eight years with
Obama in office because we
had a whole different set of
morals and social norms that
we followed. With Trump,
it’s giving people with those
discriminatory voices validity because those ideas just got
elected as president. It’s making them think they can say

whatever they want.”
He explained, “For example,
after inauguration day I commented on a Cosmopolitan Instagram post that advocated the
women’s march. Cosmo liked
my comment. After that someone direct messaged me, 'he’s
our president now, you have to
deal with it you small ass dick
bitch faggot,' then proceeded
to comment on two of my pictures with my boyfriend [saying,] 'you look like such a little
bitch, you faggot. Look at your
faggot ass.'"
“That’s the voice of politics. That’s the voice of Donald
Trump.”
Recollecting himself, Dalonges took a breather. Ianneci
cleared his throat and concluded that “this is the time for our
community to band together."
He continued, "Whether it be
on the Montclair [State] campus or not, we need to help
each other, support each other,
[and] encourage each other.”
Dalonges added, “No one
is alone. And you don’t ever
have to be. I feel like that’s the
best kind of hope. Knowing
you aren’t going through it by
yourself."
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Mad Style at Montclair State:
A Fashion Column By Carlie Madlinger

Carlie Madlinger | The Montclarion

Valley Girl, located at 602 Valley Road, is only a seven minute drive from Montclair State.

Elaine G. Sinisi, the owner of
Valley Girl, a boutique in Upper
Montclair, has had quite a fascinating life in the fashion industry thus far.
“Fashion should be fun," Sinisi
said. "Knowing how to style
yourself is almost an art form
and a gift. It sets us apart and
defines who we are as women.
Fashion makes a statement
about us from the moment we
enter a room. We need to decide
what kind of statement we want
to make and what we want the
world to know about us. Hopefully the statement will be that
of a secure, strong, yet feminine
being that has a lot to offer.”
Sinisi graduated from Wil-

liam Paterson University with
a degree in communications.
Though she did not major in
fashion, Sinisi explained, “I've
always been told that I have a
unique style sense.”
Sinisi’s unique boutique accentuates her unique style.
From shoes to purses, comfy
sweaters, jeans, dresses, logo
tees, jewelry and even decorative water bottles, Valley Girl
has everything a Montclair State
fashionista could ever possibly
dream of.
Prior to officially opening the
Valley Girl boutique in 2015,
Sinisi owned a children’s shoe
store called Little Shoebox from
2004 to 2015. This sparked her

interest in women’s shoes, and
across the street from Little
Shoebox, Valley Girl Shoes was
born.
“I was hoping to capture the
customers that outgrew Little
Shoebox,” said Sinisi.
Experimenting with inventory by adding clothing and accessories, Sinisi noticed the positive response from customers.
“I loved this business so
much that I decided to close
Little Shoebox and move Valley
Girl into that location which is
where we are currently located," she said.
As the buyer for her boutique,
Sinisi uses her distinct style as
well as suggestions from em-

Carlie Madlinger | The Montclarion

ployees and her daughters to
bring her vision for Valley Girl
to life.
“I have found that the more
that I stay true to my own style
and instincts the better off
things turn out,” said Sinisi.
With customers ranging from
tweens to women in their 60’s,
Sinisi said, “I try to buy clothing that is somewhat ageless
and easy to wear that complements a range of body types
and tastes.”
While buying online or going to trade shows in New
York like Fame and The Accessories show, Sinisi keeps in
mind Coco Chanel’s statement,
"Fashion comes and goes, but

style lasts forever.”
Sinisi’s style icon is none other than her daughter, Olivia, a
senior fashion student at Montclair State.
“Olivia has a great sense of
what looks good on her, which
is so important when there are
so many trends out there. She
knows how to incorporate a
trend to suit her individuality.”
said Sinisi.
“Not all trends look good on
all people, what I think is important to remember is that
we need to know which trends
work, which ones don't and
how to wear a trend and make
it work for you as an individual
to make a statement.”

A different types of tank tops and shirts offered at Valley Girl .

Unique accessories and jewelry on display at Valley Girl.

Photos by Carlie Madlinger

Logo Tees surrounded by a diverse selection of women’s apparel
welcome customers as they first walk in.
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Stay Sweet Without The Heartache
1. Flour

If you're making sweet treats this Valentine's Day, try using healthier baking
options such as whole-wheat flour.

Rebecca Yelin
Contributing Writer
Embrace Valentine's Day
with heart-healthy baking
alternatives for campus
bake sales, your valentine
or yourself.
February is all about the
heart. The month is nationally recognized as American Heart Month, an annual campaign that raises
awareness of heart disease.
During a month that pays
extra attention to heart

health, why not apply this
focus to the day of the heart
itself: Valentine’s Day.
Valentine’s Day is right
around the corner and this
means reaching into the
back of your cabinets for
those standard baking ingredients. There are three
ingredients we associate
with the word “baking.”
They are flour, sugar and
butter. These ingredients
lend themselves to a plethora of cookie and cake recipes.

Photo Courtesy of Bailee Boyko

But why do we continually
stick to only these options?
According to the American
Heart Association, there are
other ways to enjoy holiday baking while keeping
the heart healthy. Whether
you’re baking for a campus
bake sale, a loved one or
even yourself, try replacing
these three ingredients with
healthier options for a nutritiously sweet-packed Valentine’s Day.

Most cookie recipes call for
all-purpose flour. It is commonly referred to as refined
flour because of how it has
been processed. This flour is
stripped of all of the nutrients
that a whole kernel contains,
such as the bran, which has fiber and wheat germ, and contains healthy fats. Consuming
flour devoid of these important
nutrients increases triglycerides, a type of fat circulating in
the blood which can increase
one's risk of having a stroke or
heart attack.
Try using whole-wheat flour,
which uses the whole kernel
and is not stripped of the bran
or wheat germ. This will give
your baked goods more fiber to
digest slower and heart-healthy
polyunsaturated fats. Another
good option is almond flour
because the only ingredient
is almonds. Almonds contain
monounsaturated fats, which
are good for heart health. Other healthy flour substitutions
include buckwheat flour, oat
flour and quinoa flour.

2. Sugar
According to the newest
Dietary Guidelines For Americans, added sugars add calories
without any essential nutrients.
Intake of too much sugar can
increase the risk of obesity and
diabetes, which play a role in
heart disease. To get the sweet
factor in a healthier fashion,
one alternative is using date
paste. Dates are a great alternative because they are naturally
sweet. They are also a good

source of potassium, which
promotes normal blood pressure and maintenance for a
healthy heart. Black strap molasses is another healthy substitute because it contains all of
the vitamins and minerals that
white sugar has been stripped
of during processing. Similar to
dates, it is high in potassium,
which aids a healthy heart.
Other healthy sugar substitutes
include coconut sugar, stevia
leaf extract and honey.

3. Butter
Butter adds to the tenderness
of baked goods that is loved
so dearly. However, butter is
composed predominantly of
saturated fats, which, if overconsumed, are connected with
heart problems. The Dietary
Guidelines For Americans suggest that intake of saturated
fats should be limited to less
than ten percent of calories per
day. Try swapping out butter
for olive oil, which contains a
high amount of heart-healthy
monounsaturated fats. Monounsaturated fats may help lower one's risk of heart disease
by lowering total cholesterol
and low-density lipoprotein
(“bad”) cholesterol levels.
Another excellent substitution is avocado. Avocados have
many vitamins and minerals,
and contain monounsaturated
fats. Avocado is commonly referred to as “nature's butter”
because it offers a creamy texture similar to butter. It also is
neutral in taste and adapts well
to recipes. Other healthy butter substitutes include coconut
cream or oil, applesauce and
pumpkin puree.

Contact montclarionfeature@gmail.com for more information.
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Help Wanted
CLASSIFIEDS
Looking for After-School Help? Babysitters? Part-Timers?
Place your Classified Ad right here in The Montclarion.
Low one-time Rate & Extended exposure. Proven Results.
Book your classified NOW! For info Email: MontclarionAdSales@gmail.com or call Don Spielvogel (973) 655-5237
or (215) 860-5533
EARN $$$; START BUILDING YOUR SUCCESSFUL
CAREER NOW!
Make $$$. Use your social media & marketing skills to
attract people to career success courses & coaching. Earn
a commission & experience. Send Resume and Cover
Letter to: coachnancy@getyourselfstarted.com. Courses
include How to Gain Valuable Experience from Internships, Transitioning from Graduate to Professional, Getting
Ahead of the Competition, and Staying Sane While Being
an Alzheimer’s Caregiver for a Parent or Grandparent. See
www.GetYourselfStarted.com. Makes a great graduation
gift from the parents!

Classifieds
Help Wanted

P/T SITTER/HOMEWORK HELP FOR TEENS, AFTER
SCHOOL, MONTCLAIR
Looking for a smart, reliable, fun after-school sitter for our two
teens (13 & 15). We need someone Mon– Fri from around 3-5:30
(hours can be a bit flexible) to drive them to & from various
after-school activities / appointments. You will also need to
help motivate the 8th grader with attention issues to do his
homework. Exp. w /algebra, and other middle school subjects a
big plus. We are 5 minutes from MSU & have a third floor living
area we would exchange for childcare. We will also pay hourly
or some combination, if that’s your preference. References and
experience required. Will exchange for room/third floor of
house, or hourly pay! Close to MSU.
Please email me at KerriHK@yahoo.com.
SEEKING EXPERIENCED BARISTA & COUNTER-PERSON,
MONTCLAIR
2 openings for new local Montclair coffee shop. Please send an
Email with interest & qualifications to: Localcoffeemontclair@
gmail.com, and/or call Robert: (917) 406-0464.

$15-20 / HR, AFTER SCHOOL BABY SITTER FOR 12 &
10 YR OLD, MONTCLAIR
Montclair family is seeking a reliable after-school nanny /
sitter – 3:00-8:00 PM (some flexibility). Job includes picking
up kids from school and/or driving to activities or play
dates, meal planning and preparation for kids, keeping
kitchen clean, helping kids with homework & doing their
chores,light kid laundry. May include occasional errands
related to kids, scheduling play dates, etc. Need own car
with clean driving record. Looking for someone who is well
organized, responsible and fun. Start: ASAP Email: Bigb@
siteny.com

P/T BABYSITTER FOR 2 WONDERFUL GIRLS, MONTCLAIR
We are looking for a part-time babysitter for our two girls (10
& 7-1/2). The position, beginning in September, will be 20-25
hours per week, Mon-Thurs (Fridays off), 7:45-8:45 am, getting
the girls off to school, and 2:45-7:00 pm. We have flexibility with
the morning hours. The schedule is ideal for a student! In the afternoons, we need someone to take the girls to their after-school
activities (including carpools), help w/ homework & prepare
dinner for the girls (nothing fancy). Driving is a must & we will
provide a car.
Please Email: Marci at Kokalas1121@yahoo.com.

MAKE EXTRA MONEY, MONTCLAIR
Looking to Make EXTRA $$$ No Base, great commissions.
Connect us with new potential companies wanting Tech
Service & Solutions. Interested?
Send Resume & Cover Letter to: Earnextracash@jmor.com.

TEACHING FELLOWSHIP AVAILABLE, WOODROW WILSON NATIONAL FELLOWSHIP FOUNDATION
If you love science or math, help kids learn to love it too.
Apply here: Woodrow.org/STEM

P/T BABYSITTER NEEDED FOR SCHOOL YEAR, MONTCLAIR
Seeking a caring and responsible sitter, w / car & safe driving
record, for mornings & afternoons in the upcoming school
year. 7-9 am & 4-6 pm, four days per week for our 9 year-old
son & 12 year-old daughter. We have a bright, beautiful extra
bedroom in our home – on it’s own floor – and would love to
DATE NIGHT/AFTER-SCHOOL SITTER NEEDED,
find someone interested in using the room (as an office/studio
UPPER MONTCLAIR
or as a live-in situation) in exchange for childcare. We are also
Seeking an occasional sitter for my 11-year-old son,
very open to paying a wonderful someone INSTEAD of doing
especially Saturday evenings (usually 6-8:30) and some
a room exchange. Duties would include light meal preparation
weekdays (flexible) after school (starting around 2:30). I’d
(breakfast & after school snack) and clean up afterwards, drivlove to find someone upbeat & fun who has experience in
ing to afternoon activities & light homework help. Both children
education / working with kids with special needs. Also, my are responsible & able to care for themselves in most ways. We
son adores video games & creating computer animation,
are hoping for someone who brings a loving & fun presence to
so an interest in those things is a plus! Must be comfortable their mornings & afternoons. Please Email: Lisa at Lisamerill@
with cats & dogs and strong enough to walk our sweet (and hotmail.com. Room Exchange or For Pay!
strong) French bulldog.
Please contact me at vanessavozar@gmail.com.
ART STUDENTS! WHO’D LIKE TO DO A PAID INTERNSHIP WITH A RENOWNED ARTIST?, MONTCLAIR
$120.00 / WK, AFTER-SCHOOL DRIVER NEEDED,
Looking for a student of the Fine Arts to assist in the home
MONTCLAIR
studio & warehouse of an artist, author, playwright, filmmaker
After-school driver needed for our 2 children, ages 13 & 15. relocating from NYC to Montclair. Schedule is flexible, but
$120 / week – All driving is local – to and from activities,
looking for availability approx. 15 hours / week. Salary is
some of which change weekly. Must have own car and
negotiable. Duties would include photographing & cataloguing
clean driving record, be super responsible and flexible.
paintings, computer work , transcribing scripts, assisting in stuDriving needed for entire school year. If interested, please
dio, and in production of digital interview show. Must be tech
email: abramsliza@gmail.com
savvy (Mac), personable, efficient and have a passion for the
arts! Start date August 1st. Please forward resume and cover to
AFTER-SCHOOL BABYSITTER NEEDED, MONTinfo@modat.tv and please use “JRP JOB” in subject line.
CLAIR
After school sitter needed starting mid-Sept for our 10 year- $15 / HR, P/T BABYSITTER, GLEN RIDGE
old daughter. Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri, 3-6 pm. Responsibili- We’re looking for a part-time babysitter for our 20-month-old
ties include: School pick up, light help with homework,
son. Ideal hours are 3 to 6 pm, Mon-Thurs. Start ASAP. Looking
prepare dinner, and drive (incl. carpool) to gymnastics
for a fun & energetic person to play with my son while I run
practice in Woodland Park. Sitter must have own car and
errands, etc. Must be able to provide own transportation. Educlean driving record. If interested, please email: Edinajung@ cation Major a big plus. If interested, please email Ashley:
gmail.com.
Ashley.A.Owen@gmail.com.
LOOKING FOR INTERNS, PAID & UNPAID, MONTCLAIR
Looking for paid & unpaid Interns to do Social Media Marketing! And office mailings. If interested send Cover Letter
and Resume to Internships@Jmor.com.

AFTERNOON SITTER, GLEN RIDGE
We are seeking an afternoon sitter 3 days/week, Tuesday,
Thursday and Friday from 3:00 – 6:00 pm. We have three
children, 11, 8, 4 and a
dog. Sitter must be able to drive & have a clean driving
record. Afternoons will consist of homework help, driving
to activities, occasional playdates and tidying up. If you are
interested, please email: Lonergana@gtlaw.com.
$200 / WEEK AFTER-SCHOOL SITTER, MONTCLAIR
Seeking an After-School Sitter Beginning 9/12, Mon, Wed,
Thurs, 3-6 pm w / flexibility. Responsibilities include:
Receiving 10 year-old from school van that drops at our
home, Overseeing homework, Occasional driving to
after school activities for 10 year-old & siblings, 17 & 14.
Walking distance to MSU. Good opportunity for education
students interested in working with children with learning
disabilities.
Email: Pamelagoldsteen@gmail.com.
$200.00 / WK – AFTER SCHOOL BABYSITTER NEEDED, MONTCLAIR
Need an after school sitter starting Sept. 13 for our three
children ages 3-1/2 – 5. Tues – Thurs, 3-6 pm. You will
drive our minivan to pick them up from school. Looking
for someone very reliable.
Please email: kgrayrock@gmail.com. $200 per week.

SEEKING EDUCATION STUDENT, P/T SITTER, MONTCLAIR
Want to pick a seasoned teacher’s brain while caring for her
children in her home? Energetic, sensible, and pretty fun sitter
needed for part time work. No driving required, but must
provide own transportation to & from the house. We are within
walking distance of the Train. Guaranteed 10 hours a week but
may be more as agreed upon. Email: Laurenq.Griffin@gmail.
com.
$15/HR, AFTER PRESCHOOL & EARLY EVENING CHILD
CARE, BLOOMFIELD
Monday to Friday; 2.30 to 5.30 pm, Start Date: Immediate. Looking for energetic, flexible and upbeat person to take care of our
three-year old daughter and help out with light housekeeping.
Days and time can be flexible for the right person. Some late
evenings – ending at 8.30pm – would be necessary after January.
Two important requirements: 1. Must have clean driving record
and own transport to pick up child from preschool in Montclair;
and 2. Must enjoy being with a child, and know how to be super
engaging, loving and alert with a three-year old. If interested
please email Lauhona:
Lauhonaganguly@gmail.com.

NANNY NEEDED, MONTCLAIR
We are very excited to be moving to downtown Montclair with
our two sons, 14 & 12 yrs old, by mid July. Seeking an energetic
& engaged caregiver who could work from 10 am – 7 pm over
LOCAL WRITER SEEKS WEBSITE DESIGN HELP,
the summer and then 2.30 – 7:00 during the school year. We
WOODLAND PARK
need someone who will be able to drive them to activities in
Looking for a student with website design experience to
nearby towns, do basic clean up & laundry for them, prepare
help me update my WordPress author site. Fees negotiable. & clean up dinner and oversee homework as needed when the
After an initial meeting most of this work can be done via
school year begins. Well behaved, fun & easy kids. References
email exchanges. I’m located in Woodland Park, just 5
on previous employment & driving record required. Looking
minutes from campus, but am willing to meet wherever
forward to hearing from interested & qualified candidates.
is convenient. If interested, please email me at sharonmcPlease contact me at Suzy.Wakefield@yahoo.com.
closkey1@gmail.com and include references, sample work
and resume.

Help Wanted
$20 / HR TUTOR NEEDED, NORTH BERGEN
Looking for a tutor, for my 13 year old daughter in 8th grade.
Wonderful personality very easy going. Proficiency in math
and science preferred. Start ASAP. Hours are flexible, and
travel to North Bergen on River Road may be necessary,
however all is workable, including days of week or weekends.
Twice a week or three times a week, whatever works best. At
least 2 hours to 3 each session.
Email: Flopezca@yahoo.com.
PART TIME RECEPTIONIST/TECHNICIAN NEEDED,
CLIFTON
NJ Eyes in Clifton is looking for a friendly, outgoing, quick
learner to work part time in our Optometrist Office. Evenings
& Saturday hours a must. Optical sales and help will be
needed also. $10 an hour. Email resume to: Info@newjerseyeyes.com or call: (973) 777-9296.
P/T CHILDCARE, VERONA
We are a warm and friendly family living in Verona and
seeking childcare for our sweet 1 year old boy. We occasionally need help with our 5 & 7 year old children as well. Hours
are flexible but we need a consistent, regular schedule with
3-4 hour blocks starting in January. Need occasional help in
December too. You must be comfortable engaging children
and you must be reliable and on time. Please email me your
availability and a little about yourself if interested.
Email: Marshahabib@gmail.com.
$15-20 / HR, MOTHER’S HELPER / OCCASIONAL BABYSITTER, UPPER MONTCLAIR
Seeking energetic & reliable person with a flexible schedule to
help care for our 8 month old daughter. The position would
begin immediately and would entail watching her in our
home while I am there. We would need someone 2-3 days a
week for approx. 3-5 hours a day. There will also be occasional
overnight help needed. Start: ASAP! Experience with infants
and references required. Education Major a plus!
Email resume to: Greta.veledevilla@gmail.com.
WRITERS, MONTCLAIR
Position will include writing articles on a weekly basis to enhance The Montclair Dispatch’s editorial team. This position is
perfect for individuals, especially college students, interested
in pursing a career in Journalism and / or Media-Related
Majors. Email resume & cover letter to:
NewsDesk@MontclairDispatch.com and visit MontclairDispatch.com for more information.
$15 / HR, P/T BABY-SITTER, UPPER MONTCLAIR
Upper Montclair family is seeking a baby-sitter who is able to
watch our 3 children on a part-time, as-needed basis. Hours
will not be consistent. Probably a couple of Saturday evening
/ nights a month & potential other days / nights as needed.
Sitter will not always be watching all 3 children at once. We
have two boys (9 yrs) with special needs & a 14 month-old
daughter. Care for the boys is not difficult. Children will
usually be in bed on Saturday evenings when sitter is here.
Walking distance from MSU. For more information or questions, and to apply
Email: Jennynolan11@gmail.com.
AFTER-SCHOOL SITTER, GLEN RIDGE
We’re looking for an after-school sitter Monday–Friday
3 – 6:30pm / Can be 4 days a week for the right candidate.
Responsibilities include, picking up kids from school, helping
with homework and driving them to their after-school activities. Must be “dog friendly”. Two kids, 8 & 6 years old.
Email: ceng01@gmail.com
AFTER-SCHOOL BABYSITTER NEEDED, CEDAR
GROVE
After school sitter needed starting Sept 12 for our 2 kids (8 &
11), 2:40-4:30 pm. Responsibilities include: School pick up &
light help with homework. Sitter must have own car and clean
driving record. If interested, please
Email: lynnieg30@gmail.com.
LOOKING FOR AFTER-SCHOOL BABYSITTER,
BLOOMFIELD
We are looking for a part-time sitter to look after our three
adorable boys, ages 5, 7, and 9, a few days a week after school
between the hours of 3:15 pm and 6 or 7 pm depending on the
day. Exact days to be determined. Main responsibility will be
to drive the children to various after-school activities, ensure
homework is done, and feed the children dinner which will already be prepared and ready-to-serve. Must be fully licensed
to drive and have a clean record, and previous childcare
experience would be great, but is not essential. Please contact
Katherine at krdelaney75@gmail.com.
$15 / HR, AFTER-SCHOOL & EARLY EVENING CHILD
CARE, MONTCLAIR
Monday- Thursday, 2 – 6:30 pm, Start date – ASAP…
Looking for energetic, flexible and upbeat person to manage
my house in the afternoons. Three great kids (middle school
& high school) who need meals & driving to practices & other
activities. Household duties include laundry and light housekeeping. Located in convenient part of Montclair. Promise
– you will love the kids! If interested, please call or text Nancy
at (973) 757-5554.
$15 / HR, BABYSITTER, MONTCLAIR
Looking for a reliable, responsible & energetic sitter for our 21
month-old son. Two afternoons per week (days flexible) while
we are home, and potential for other occasional days & nights.
Experience with infants & toddlers a must. Immediate start.
Please email your information to: Lauren1039@mac.com.
AFTER-SCHOOL SITTER, LIVINGSTON
We’re looking for an after-school sitter for our 2 kids (8 &11)
Monday–Friday 2:30 – 6 pm starting in January. Responsibilities include: Picking up kids from school, Helping with
homework & driving them to their after-school activities.
Sitter must have own car and clean driving record. To apply
or for more information,
Email: jnightnyc@yahoo.com.

themontclarion.org

Help Wanted/ For Rent
$15-$20 / HR RUSSIAN SPEAKING NANNY, MONTCLAIR (FLEXIBLE TERMS)
We are looking for a Russian speaking nanny who can
look after our two children in Montclair. Start date could
be some time in January. We are somewhat flexible about
times / days / etc. and could consider full day or part day
(afternoons) 4 or 5 days a week, and possibly even live-in
(might suit a student). Children are 7 & 1. Responsibilities
would include collecting 7 y.o. from school, collecting 1
y.o. from childcare (if part-day), looking after children at
home – preparing their meals, feeding them, playing with
them, speaking Russian to them. Some light housework,
e.g. children’s laundry, helping them clean their rooms, put
toys away, etc. Optionally driving them to various things,
e.g. ballet class. Would also consider a housekeeper /
nanny combination to do the above plus some housework –
cleaning / cooking / shopping / etc. Must have experience, references. Happy to consider student / young adult
through to older applicants. Email: mark.x.nelson@gmail.
com or call (469) 907-9250.
HOME CARE NEEDED IN EXCHANGE FOR HOUSING & MORE, MONTCLAIR
A Gentleman who is in his 80s is in a rehabilitation center
following a hospital stay. He is a widower, and his only
child attends boarding school out of state and will go to
college next year. So when he’s discharged from the rehab.
center, he’ll be living alone. I am looking for someone to
live in his house in Montclair, and help him out with things
like shopping, cooking, driving to medical & other appointments, dressing, bathing, etc., in return for room, board
and a stipend. If interested, please Email: Craig.R.Levine@
gmail.com.
WAITER / WAITRESS POSITION, VERONA
Zaferon Grill, a new American Bistro located in Verona, NJ
is seeking qualified Waiters or Waitresses to join our small
professional team, working with up-market clientele in a
friendly environment. This can be a full-time or a part-time
position Monday-Sunday. If you have 2 years of experience, great work ethics, excellent communication skills,
positive attitude and professional approach, we would love
to receive your resume at: snelson@zaferon.com.
$15+ / HR, AFTER-SCHOOL BABYSITTING, SHORT
HILLS
Tuesday – Thursday, 2:30-5:30 pm and Friday 9:00am –
2:00pm, Start date – ASAP. Looking for energetic, flexible
& upbeat person to help take care of our two adorable boys
(ages 5 & 7). We will need someone who will play with
the kids, help with homework as well as drive to & from
school and to some after school activities (all locally). You
will need your own car & have a cleaning driving record.
Located in convenient part of Short Hills. Promise – you
will not be sorry, they are the best! If interested, please call
Quinn: (917) 414-2230.
BABYSITTER, VARIOUS HOURS, SHORT HILLS
We are looking for a responsible, friendly, fun, energetic
babysitter for our 6-year-old son. Responsibilities include
pick-ups/drop-offs from school & activities, play dates,
meal preparation, homework help. Candidates must have
their own car & insurance with a clean driving record.
Please be a fan of outdoor activities and games. Arts and
crafts lovers are strongly encouraged to apply! Hours
needed range from 3 p.m. to 6 or 7 p.m. during the week.
Email Debbie: dmccarthy@KoboProductsInc.com.
LEARN ARABIC (STANDARD & COLLOQUIAL) $19 /
HR , FIRST HOUR FREE!
I want to help people learn a new language to find out
the beauty of different cultures around the world. Born in
Egypt, I have a BA in Economics,& a Graduate study in
Economic Dev. from Alexandria University, Egypt. I have
been working in Sales & Marketing for Minolta & ABdick
Co. in Egypt, Saudi Arabia & Dubai, and I worked with
Kodak in the US for 17 years. Recently I got The (CCTAFL )
Certificate from AUC . Call / Text (862) 777-0832 or Email:
Sabryrsoliman@gmail.com.
AFTER-SCHOOL SITTER, MONTCLAIR
We are looking for a sitter for our two children (ages 7 &
10) for after-school hours (3:30 – 5:30 pm) Monday through
Friday (4 days a week a possibility). Both children will
need to be picked up from school within walking distance
of our house. We are ideally looking for someone who
drives in order to transport kids to after-school activities,
has a car and a clean driving record. We are also willing to
consider someone who does not drive. We need someone
who is fun, reliable, and trustworthy. We are in Montclair.
To apply or for more information, Email: Emily_zelner@
Yahoo.com.
ROOM RENTALS & PARKING
SAVE $$$ – ROOM RENTALS ACROSS FROM MSU
Female students: Summer and / or Fall Room Rentals 2016
school year. Furnished – across from campus. Internet
included. Singles or shared. Available June & Sept. Call:
(973) 778-1504.
OFF-STREET PARKING
Reasonable Off-Street Parking, M-F. Only 3 mins. walk to
MSU Bridge & Shuttle! Call (973) 819-0334, Sun-Sat, 5am8pm ONLY.
ROOM FOR RENT, MONTCLAIR
Wonderful attic room for rent on the 3rd level of a beautiful
house in Montclair. Close to downtown & 3 train stations.
Great for Students! We are a 4 person family and have
parking & laundry included! Rent is $920 with utilities and
internet. Some furniture available if desired. Please contact
me at: Moonbearxo@gmail.com.
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Monstrous Problem: MSU Lacks a Walkway
W

hen alumni visit
Montclair State University,
many of them have trouble
believing that this is the same
school they graduated from
years ago, but the one thing
that immediately brings them
back to their old glory days is
construction.
Montclair State is now only
a shell of its former self due
to the amount of construction
that has has occurred over the
years. While in many cases,
this has resulted in updated
facilities and better academic
programs, it has come at a cost
to individuals on campus in
more recent years.
The most substantial roadblock faced by students is quite

literally a roadblock. Currently, the walking path that connects Sprague Library to Morehead Hall and College Hall is
blocked by fences. Students
must now follow a detour
which brings them around the
backside of Sprague Library
and onto University Promenade until they reach College
Hall. At that point, they must
follow a rocky path that leads
them into Morehead Hall.
Admittedly, this detour does
not cause distress among students, faculty and staff, but it
has become increasingly annoying as the semester has
continued. Windy, rainy and
cold weather is extremely frustrating, especially when the

newly-designed path sits in
pristine condition behind construction fences.
Not only is the trek becoming increasingly cold, it also increases the amount of time people need to anticipate spending
walking from class to class. For
example, a student who has
class in College Hall may need
to rethink stopping in the CStore for a snack before heading off to their next class in the
basement of Bohn Hall.
The additional time spent
walking could prevent students from making that lastditch effort to memorize a
theory for their exam or stopping into their professors office
hours to ask a simple question.

A fence blocks the path that leads from Sprague Library to Morehead Hall.

Dan Falkenheim| The Montclarion

A similar situation occurred
during last semester and the
first few weeks of this semester as Partridge Hall was reconstructed, which closed the
walkway between the construction site and the Student
Center Annex. This problem
was minor in comparison, due
to the size of the building.
During past construction
projects, Montclair State did not
close walkways. In fact, during
the construction of the Center
for Environmental and Life Sciences (CELS), the university
created a temporary pavement
path that students could use to
get from class to class without
the use of detours. This same
awareness of a path seems to

be absent from the university’s
most recent projects.
There is no dispute that the
safety of all those on campus
is the number one priority, but
many believe that a temporary
walking path along Sprague
Library would not put them
in harm, as much of the construction equipment has been
removed from the area while
the building comes closer to
completion.
A narrow, temporary path,
like the one created during the
construction of CELS, would
help to accommodate students,
faculty and staff who regularly
travel between the buildings
on that end of campus.

Dan Falkenheim| The Montclarion

Dan Falkenheim| The Montclarion

PAGE 12 • February 9, 2017 • The Montclarion

themontclarion.org

The All-Consuming Truth About Valentine’s Day
There’s more to love than carnations and teddy bears

A

ssorted cand i e s ,
flowers,
balloons,
candles
and
giBABEE GARCIA
ant
teddy
COLUMNIST
bears galore. Heartfelt greeting cards
taking space at a store. Awaiting to be purchased for the one
a person adores. But is this Valentine’s Day craze worth it? We
shall explore...
Feb. 14 is supposedly a day
for lovers, which leaves single
folks at the margins. That’s
why single people have considered it “Singles Awareness
Day” rather than Valentine’s
Day. Some people bitterly complain, some celebrate the romantic occasion with their sig-

nificant other and some treat it
with as much normalcy as any
other day.
However, this holiday is a
scam! It is a way to take every
penny from your pocket, especially those who buy engagement or promise rings for their
partner. It is a day when people
who aren’t in intimate relationships feel unloved. It is a phenomenon where some couples
feel obligated to show their love
for that one particular day instead of all the other days in a
year.
The more we celebrate Valentine’s Day, the more broke we
become. This includes men as
well. Remember all that money
you spent on that huge teddy
bear for your sweetheat? What
are we going to do with that?
You should have just bought a
pizza.

Women are no different
though. Women have to compete twice as hard to find a
creative and surprising way to
please our partners, which can
get pricey too.
Single fellas and ladies: do
not feel depressed or undervalued because someone did
not steal your heart. If the
only man who gives you flowers for the past 20-something
years (like me) is your father,
be happy. Love will come to
you in time, so please do not
rush it.
Someone will spoil you rotten with all the hugs, kisses,
gifts, time, love and energy you
deserve.
When you do feel down, seeing other people holding hands
or smitten like Noah and Allie
from “The Notebook,” know
that your turn will come not

just for this one specific day, but
every day.
I always felt jealous of people
showering their significant others with things on Valentine’s
Day. In middle school, there
used to be this carnation sale
for a dollar each. This one girl
in the class got a whole bouquet
from different guys, kind of like
a “Mean Girls” moment where
Damien gave Cadey a candy
cane from Regina George. I was
Gretchen Wieners in middle
and high school, without a candy cane, or in this case, a carnation.
Fast forward to when I was
twenty years old, and my husband came into my life. We were
two military service members
training in the woods. He tried
his best to grab my attention,
being the Dominican Casanova
that he is. Passing love notes,

gossiping about me to his guy
friends, comforting me on those
long tiresome hikes. Eventually,
I fell for his Rico Suave charm
and we found interesting ways
to keep the fire ignited within
our marriage regardless of the
time of year.
I do not necessarily hate Valentine’s Day, but I do think that
many people get so worked up
over it. It’s great that people do
treat it as big as Christmas or
maybe a birthday. The whole
point of this spiel though is to
not become too consumed with
this day, as you have plenty of
other days to show love, both
to that special individual who
lightens up your life and to
yourself.

Babee Garica, a journalism major, is in
her first year as assistant entertainment
editor for The Montclarion.

Campus
Voices:
What do you
think about
Valentine’s
Day?

“I think it’s a waste of a holiday. I don’t like how generic it
became. Everyone gets a rose and box of chocolates. If you’re
gonna get me someting, get me something symbolic.”

“I think it’s a commercial holiday, but also a really fun healthy
thing for couples to do. It’s nice to have a day where everyone
schedules a fancy date and things like that.”

- Alexus Jones, Sohphomore, Psychology

- Kim McCarty, Senior, Computer Science

If You’re Single, Throw Your Hand Up

F

Flying solo on Valentine’s Day can actually be nice

o r
some, the
pressure
to have a
date
on
Valentine’s Day
HALEY WELLS
weighs
COLUMNIST
almost as
much as
the pressure to get a job right
out of college. Marketing makes
it impossible to think about
anything else when pink and
red cut-out hearts are shoved
in your face the second you enter any store. However, spending Valentine’s Day single isn’t
that bad once you think about
the secret perks of being unattached.
Money is the basis of Valentine’s Day. Couples go out of
their way to buy big and fancy
gifts for their significant others
and then drop more bucks on

an even fancier restaurant. The
pressure to buy women nice
jewelry or men nice cologne
can really put a dent in one’s
pocket.
Probably the best perk of being single is having the freedom
to buy stuff just for you without
feeling guilty. Single people
are awarded the opportunity
to enjoy discounted chocolates,
restaurant specials and clothing
deals all for their own indulgence. Last year, Dairy Queen
even introduced a Single’s Blizzard for people flying solo on
Valentine’s Day. No need to
worry about your significant
other hogging the Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups. Being single
on Valentine’s Day means finally being able to treat yourself
with no selfish feelings.
However, you don’t even have
to spend money at all. Spoiling
yourself feels great, but you can
do that any day. Being single

on this amped-up day means if
you don’t want to spend money
on anything, including yourself, then you don’t have to. We
are awarded the grand pleasure
of doing absolutely nothing on
Valentine’s Day and it being
completely acceptable. All of
your taken friends might be out
on romantic dates, but you can
stay in and binge-watch a show
on Netflix.
Just because you’re single
doesn’t mean you have to be
alone. College is filled with single people, so there is always the
opportunity for a Pal-entine’s
Day. Take the group out on a
fun adventure, or stay in and
have a horror movie marathon.
Whatever your single crew decides on, you are bound to have
fun just hanging out and being
carefree together. The best part
about this group date over a
two-person date is that there’s
no pressure. Everyone is there

to have a good time and pig out
on heart-shaped chocolates.
Granted, listening to friends
in a relationship talk about
their romantic outings with
their partners can sometimes
turn envious. However, just remember the drama your friends
sometimes deal with during
their relationships and the lack
of drama you’re blessed with
for being single.
Valentine’s Day gives this
false presumption that all couples are happy and in love all
the time because they get their
own day to spoil each other, but
every day should be like that
for couples. If I was in a relationship where we only spoiled
each other on one day out of
365, then I’d much rather be
single. Remembering that Feb.
14 is just another day on the
calendar makes getting through
this day a little bit easier.
Regardless of your situation

on Valentine’s Day, don’t stress
about it. The whole point of the
holiday was to scam people into
spending a lot of money, so just
spend the day having fun no
matter what your relationship
status is.
Kick back and watch the
Devils game on Valentine’s Day
(which I will not be doing because I bleed black and orange
like a true girl from South Jersey) or let loose in the city with
people you care about. Maybe
your parents will send you
flowers like mine do, or maybe your friends will send you
silly Valentine’s cards in the
mail. Despite the pressure to be
committed on Feb. 14, you can
still have fun being single and
spending the day blessing yourself with some self-love.

Haley Wells, acommunication and media
arts major, is in her first year as an assistant copy editor for The Montclarion.

Campus
Voices:
Is it better to
be single or in
a relationship
on Valentine’s
Day?

“It’s probably better to be in a relationship during Valentine’s
Day. It’s the holiday of love so why not spend it with someone
you love.”

“It’s probably better to be in a relationship during Valentine’s
Day because you have someone to spend it with and that’s
kind of the point of the holiday.”

- Christian Garcia, Sophomore, Biology

- David Fernandez, Junior, Accounting

Thumbs Up
Facebook announces six weeks of paid
leave for families
Melissa McCarthy as Sean Spicer on
‘SNL’
Dictionary adds new words

Thumbs Down
Betsy DeVos confirmed by
Senate
Louisiana faces tornados
Weather
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Black History According to Donald Trump
Public overreacts to president’s speech about Black History Month

D

oes
it really surprise anyone at this
point when
they hear
that PresiNICHOLAS
dent DonDA SILVA
ald Trump
COLUMNIST
is
under
fire for some sort of comment
that he made? At this point,
Trump saying something that
the public majority praises
would come off as the actual
surprise.
In the past week, Trump has
come under fire for a speech he
made at an event to celebrate
the beginning of Black History
Month. In the speech, Trump essentially took a speech regarding figures of black history and
made it about his own personal
tribulations. In the speech, he
talked about how “fake news”

outlets were creating false stories about him removing a statue of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
out of the White House.
People are trying to cite this
as an example of Trump being
too conceited to acknowledge
any figure of history outside
of himself. Yet Trump did go
on in his speech to show respect to Frederick Douglass,
Harriet Tubman and Rosa
Parks for their contributions
to black history in the United
States.
There really is nothing to get
worked up about if you read the
entire speech and understand
the context of what he was saying. Trump did talk too much
about himself in this speech, but
he was trying to make a point
about how Ben Carson is going
to continue the positive legacy
of African-American culture as
the head of the U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Devel-

opment.
In the speech, Trump was talking about his desire to win over
more African-American voters
so as to try and unite the American public. Trump used himself
and his organization to discuss
how they want to further progress the work done by generations of African-American people in the United States.
People will argue as to why
Trump would take it upon himself to try and help the cause
of African-American people.
The simple answer is because
Trump is the President of the
United States. The job of a
president is to help every person in the country and not just
a specific group of people. No
president will ever be able to
help the entirety of the American population, but they will
always aspire to help as many
people as they can.
Trump made the speech

about himself in many ways
because he is full of himself.
Yet we knew that Trump is
full of himself long before he
ever announced his candidacy.
Someone who creates a billiondollar empire and has a hugely
successful television show is
more than likely to have a big
ego.
People are trying to act like
his speech is some sort of shocking misdeed or that Trump is
trying to undermine the efforts
of African-American culture. It
is an overreaction on the part
of the public and another attempt to make Trump look like
an evil villain. This speech is
completely harmless especially
when compared to some of the
far more offensive and nasty
things Trump has said in the
past.
Trump produces a lot of the
controversy surrounding himself, but the public also tries to

amplify everything he does to
the most dramatic degree. In
most cases, Trump’s actions
are worth being torn apart by
the public because of how shallow and oblivious he comes off.
Yet, it is stories like this that
prove the public has a personal
vendetta against him that will
make them hate anything that
he does.
Whether you like someone
or not, you should give them
their due when they do something right. Trump’s speech
was ultimately designed to
talk about positive progress as
Black History Month begins.
Yet, most people will move on
from this controversy when
Trump makes another controversial statement in the following week.

Nicholas Da Silva, a journalism major, is
in his third year as a columnist for The
Montclarion.

Trump’s Anti-Immigration Policy is Just Plain Un-American
President’s Anti-Immigration Order Won’t Last

O

n
Friday, Jan.
27, President Donald Trump
issued an
executive
AUSTIN GREITZ
order callCOLUMNIST
ing
for
a stay on all incoming immigrants from seven countries in
the Middle East—whether they
were a permanent citizen or an
individual in possession of a
green card or visa from re-entering the United States.
The order was met with
widespread controversy as individuals from these seven nations were held and detained
at airports around the nation
over the days following the order, including such individuals
as Arabic interpreters for the
United States government. The
Trump administration has since
declared that the executive
order goes farther than originally intended by barring even
those immigrants with green
cards from the specified countries from entering ours. However, the administration has remained vigilant in supporting
the executive order amid statements by federal judges that the
order is unconstitutional.
It is important in this instance
to understand what this executive order is and is not meant to
do. First, let it be clear that this
executive order is not meant to
make the United States safer.
Since 9/11, there have been zero
lethal acts of terrorism and only
three non-lethal acts committed
by individuals from these seven
countries, according to Politifact. Compare that to at least
94 deaths since 2001 that New

America, a United States thick
tank, has attributed to terrorism—most of which has been
committed by naturally-born
United States citizens—and it
becomes easy to see that this
ban has little to do with actual
safety.
Second, let it also be made
clear that this executive order
is meant to tell Muslims in the
U.S. and abroad that the country does not appreciate Muslims. While the order itself does
not specifically discuss Islam,
Trump’s own statements on
his campaign tour about preferring Christian refugees over
non-Christians and the use of
the hashtag #MuslimBan on social media by many of Trump’s
staffers show that indeed, this
executive order is about Islam.
Not only is targeting Muslims for discrimination simply
un-American, but it also counteracts any amount of safety this
order claims to provide. Several
foreign policy experts have stated that, by alienating Muslims,
this ban could perhaps increase
worldwide disdain for the United States and therefore make it
easier for organizations such as
ISIS to recruit members.
Third, forget any comparisons to immigration orders by
former presidents. To say this
order is similar to anything decreed by any president within
the last 30 years is ridiculous.
It is true that President Barack
Obama paused all processing
on refugee applications from
Iraq in 2011 after a failed attempt by Iraqi nationals to aid
al-Qaeda by sending them supplies from Bowling Green, Kentucky, which has never been the
site of a terrorist massacre. It is
also true that President George

Protests take place after the announcement of the immigration ban.

W. Bush issued a similar stay on
incoming refugees from several
Middle Eastern countries following the attacks on 9/11.
However, each of these decisions came as a response to specific incidents on United States
soil, unlike Trump’s current
ban. In addition, both Obama
and Bush’s orders had specific parameters, while Trump
acts more as a blanket ban and
reaches far more than just the
refugees affected by the Obama
and Bush orders.

Daniella Heminghaus| The Montclarion

In addition, the statement
that Trump’s order builds off of
framework created by Obama
is vastly misleading. Obama
made no commitment to banning immigrants from these
seven countries, but instead
moved them off of the United
States’ visa waiver program.
This simply meant that immigrants having visited these
seven nations would have to go
through the standard vetting
process prior to having their
immigration status approved.

There are still many reasons
to question this order—including the lack of sanctions on
countries in which Trump has
business investments and the
venom with which Trump has
spoken out against judges ruling his order unconstitutional—but ultimately, all evidence
points in one direction: this order isn’t meant to last.

Austin Greitz, a gender, sexuality and
women’s studies major, is in his first
year as a columnist for The Montclarion.

Get Your Galentine’s Day On

L

Celebrate Galentine’s Day with Your Gals on Feb. 13

adies, mark
it on your
calendars.
Feb.
13
is “Only
the
best
GILLIAN BOVE
day of the
COLUMNIST
year,” according to
Leslie Knope of NBC’s “Parks
and Recreation.” Boy, she got
one thing right. Galentine’s
Day, a fictitious holiday, was
introduced by Knope, a charac-

ter portrayed by Amy Poehler,
in NBC’s popular comedic series. The episode “Galentine’s
Day” aired on Feb. 11, 2010, and
women all over the country embraced the holiday in real life.
Opposed to Valentine’s day,
on Feb. 13, women leave the
romance at home and share the
love with their special ladies. In
praise of this day to celebrate
sisterhood, women have coined
slogans such as, “Fries before
guys” and “Ovaries before brovaries” to express the empowerment of love in a friendship

between women in all parts of
the world.
“Every Feb. 13, my lady friends
and I leave our husbands and
our boyfriends at home, and we
just come and kick it, breakfaststyle. Ladies celebrating ladies.
It’s like Lilith Fair, minus the
angst. Plus frittatas,” Knope
said in the episode. Although
Knope celebrates “breakfaststyle,” Galentine’s Day should
truly be an all-day affair, beginning, of course, with breakfast
and ending with a sappy romcom. If you are asking yourself,

Concerning Editorials and Columns

“What can my galpals and I
spend an entire day doing?”
grab a post-it and write down
some ideas.
Treat yourselves to the spa.
Mani-Pedi’s? Yes, please. Did
someone mention Christian
Grey? “50 Shades Darker”
makes for the perfect girls-night
out. Do not forget the gifts;
Knope gave her friends each
a 5000-word essay describing
how she loves each of her girls.
But, you may want to settle for
a necklace or some chocolate.
But the best of all ways to

spend time with your favorite
ladies is to lounge around in
sweats, stuff your faces with
baked goods and make the obnoxious sounds that you would
not in front of anyone else.
Ladies deserve to celebrate
ladies, not just on Galentine’s
Day, but every single day of
the year. Women deserve to be
pampered every day, but for
now, we will settle for Feb. 13.

Gillian Bove is in her first year as a columnist for The Montclarion.

Main editorials appear on the first page of the Opinion section. They are unsigned articles that represent the opinion of the editorial board on a particular issue.
Columns are written by individuals and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of The Montclarion staff.
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Richard Alston Dance
Company Leaves Audience
Misty-Eyed at Kasser
Theater Performances

Vidya Patel and Liam Riddick in ‘An Italian in Madrid’ choreographed by Richard Alston.

Photo courtesy Marina Levitskaya

Olivia Wilinski
Staff Writer

In the American premiere
of the Richard Alston Dance
Company at Montclair State’s
Kasser Theatre, it was apparent
that the dancers were striving
for a memorable performance,
and that is what they achieved.
With four separate and engaging movements, the dancers
created a world of their own in

a moving tableau of serenity.
Each dancer seemed to exhume energy from within
themself and from their fellow
dancers as they moved with
the perfect match of grace and
power. Not only were the dancers impeccable, but their live
accompaniment was a beauty
within itself. With an onstage

piano during some parts and a
string quartet at others, the musicians and the dancers drew
upon each other in a symbiotic
relationship; neither competed
for attention but instead served
to emphasize and accentuate
the purpose of one another.
The program consisted of
pieces that felt open and par-

ticipatory with group numbers,
and others that seemed to give
the audience a sense that they
were intruding on private and
tender moments through the
duets and solos.
In a way, this performance
stood out because it didn’t
stand out. So many dance companies are trying to do some-

thing new and contemporary
that, when you come across a
dance company like this, it is
rare and refreshing. Classics are
classics for a reason and, in this
performance, the classics got a
refreshing new twist that kept
the audience misty-eyed and
excited for what was to come.

Montclair State Student Performs
at Popular Local Venue

More Than Acquaintances, Kyle Missry’s
former band.

Photo courtesy John Trilli

More than Acquaintances performing at the Meatlocker
in Montclair, NJ on Feb. 6.

Photo courtesy Justin Thaiss

Brianna Felidi
Contributing Writer

Montclair State University is not only a school
that pushes students to succeed within its classrooms, but
it also allows students to pursue their hobbies to an extreme
level. Kyle Missry, currently a
sophomore at Montclair State,
has recently accomplished an
enormous goal of his. Missry
had the opportunity to perform
at the Meatlocker in Montclair
with his former band known as
More Than Acquaintances.
“Our experience at the Meatlocker was incredible,” said
Missry. “I want to thank my
friend Ryan Bock of Quantum
Peruvian for giving us this opportunity. It was an awesome

show and it was a great moment
for us to play and get exposure
as a band and as people.”
More Than Acquaintances
started in Manasquan, N.J.,
Missry’s hometown. When he
was 17 years old, his family
blessed him with his first guitar.
He then began training himself
how to memorize the chords
and how to play numerous
songs. During that time, Missry
was part of his hometown baseball team where he was introduced to Anthony Trilli, one of
his future band mates.
During Missry’s freshman
year winter break, he and Trilli
decided to get together and
practice music. At that moment,

Missry, who played guitar,
and Anthony Trilli, who sang,
were the only ones in the band.
Their first practice was at held
at Trilli’s house where Missry
propped the microphone up
with duct tape, a ladder and a
hockey stick.
Anthony Trilli’s brothers,
Mike and Joe Trilli, thought
it was a tremendous idea that
Missry and Anthony Trilli were
starting a band. Nonetheless,
they both decided to ask for
instruments that Christmas.
Thankfully, their parents fulfilled their dreams by presenting Mike Trilli with a bass guitar and Joe Trilli with a drum
set. From that day on, they were

known as More Than Acquaintances (MTA).
After performing Monday
night at the Meatlocker, another
band that formerly performed
there was extremely mesmerized and told Missry that MTA
should book their own shows
to perform during the weekends. “If you played on a weekend or whatever, people would
love you. You could blow up
because you guys are all really
good,” said Ryan Bock from
the band Quantum Peruvian.
The most extraordinary part
is Missry is also part of the
Montclair State baseball team.
Missry attends practices every
day, generally from 1 to 4 p.m.,

along with class, and still manages to practice for the band.
The story of Missry and his
band just goes to show that
Montclair State allows students
to succeed both academically
and socially. In turn, Missry has
accomplished several things
since he began attending Montclair State in 2015. The university gave him the opportunity to
flourish as an accounting major,
baseball player and rising musician.
“Montclair State is not only a
great school because of its highend academics, but because it
is a very tight-knit campus and
community that allows you to
thrive socially,” said Missry.
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RUTGERS ONLINE
LEARNING CONFERENCE
MARCH.13.2017 | HILTON DOUBLETREE. SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY

The Rutgers Online Learning Conference
invites you to reimagine your online course
Keynote Speakers

Workshops

Michele Norin

Interactive workshops

SVP & Chief Information Officer, Rutgers

Mindy Hintze

Director of Product Engagement, Instructure

35+ Speakers

30+ Sessions

Technology groundbreakers &
early adopters

Spark ideas & reinforce
sound pedagogy

Register now!
ruonlinecon.rutgers.edu
Continuing Studies

Ready to Make Your Mark?
We’ll help you build
the skills, know-how and
strategies to boost
your career.

The

Montclarion
SPORTS

120+ graduate programs
online and on-campus

SETON HALL UNIVERSITY

GRADUATE

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, February 25, 12-3 PM, University Center
400 South Orange Avenue, South Orange, NJ

Register: www.shu.edu/college

WANT
TO BE A
SPORTS
WRITER?
Cover all the touchdowns,
goals, and everything in between.

Application fee waived for all attendees who sign in at the event.

Contact MontclarionSports@gmail.com
for more information.
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‘A Dog’s Purpose’
Gets Ruff Reviews
Sara Donofrio
Contributing Writer

“A Dog’s Purpose” is a poor
rehashing of a dog’s various
reincarnated
lives,
rushed
and brought to fruition all too
soon. The “purpose” of the
movie was to show the viewers how an anthropomorphized
dog learns the meaning of life
through each new incarnation
of himself. It all comes together
in the end, as his purpose was
seemingly to bring the now
older Hannah (Brit Robertson)
back to Ethan (Dennis Quaid),
but inbetween was an interesting mix of heartbreak and nostalgia for your childhood pet.
The film attempts to soften
the blow as each dog met his
or her end, either by gunshot
or by euthanasia, showing you
the next clip of them coming
back to life as an adorable, new
puppy. But all I was thinking as
the dog was reborn was, “Am I
going to have to suffer through
that again?”
For most of the film, I was
caught between finding the attempts at humor and mediocre
acting charming, and finding
that the dog’s narration got silly
and repetitive after a while. And
it was clear that the movie was
outright manipulating its viewers into feeling the bond with
the newly-reincarnated pup.

To see it die all over again was
supposed to be a good thing as
the dog would find its new purpose. Clearly, this implication
didn’t go over well with everyone, especially movie critics.
Even before seeing the film,
some disliked it after watching
the leaked clip of the distraught
German Shepherd being forced
into rushing waters for a scene
in the movie.* This is especially
insulting to its viewers because
of how hypocritical this seems,
being as there was some animal
neglect in the film and was only
slightly scolded for this. However, the scenes of neglect were
very brief and, soon after, “Bailey” was reunited with Ethan.
The movie used the book “A
Dog’s Purpose” by W. Bruce
Cameron as the basis for the
film, and used Josh Gad to voice
the thoughts of the dog, which
were mostly comprised of philosophical questions we all have,
like: “Why are we here?” But
for the purpose of this movie, it
seemed to fall short coming out
of the mind of a dog and leading to the assumption that all
dogs seem to think this deeply
about life. The rest of the movie
was supposed to answer this
question by killing the dog repeatedly, and making it come
back wiser.
The film becomes more
rushed as it goes on, beginning

first with Ethan’s family and
creating a strong bond between
Ethan and the dog through undertones of alcoholism from his
father throughout. This led to a
poorly-acted drama-filled family scene later on.
Then, the dog becomes a German Shepherd police dog by
the name of Ellie. The dog was
shot, which was painful for everyone in the theater to watch.
Next was Tito, owned by a girl
named Maya (Kirby HowellBaptiste), who the dog helped
to eventually make a family.
The last reincarnation was Buddy, who finally was reunited
with Ethan (as an adult).
While some parts I appreciated as a dog-lover (I enjoyed
reminiscing about playing with
my dog in the backyard and
hope that my dog can smell my
grief and will one day help me
meet my soulmate), other parts
I just wanted to end. The multiple deaths of these poor dogs
sort of sucked the profound and
sweet essence of the movie out,
and left nothing for the viewers
to hold onto and enjoy.
*UPDATE: According to a
third-party investigation and
the American Humane Society,
the viral video was proven to be
faked.
Theatrical poster for “A Dog’s Purpose.”

Photo courtesy of wikipedia.org

Indie-Rock’s Favorite Goofball
Releases Two Surprise Tracks
Alex Valdes
Staff Writer

Indie rock’s gap-toothed
goofball prince Mac DeMarco
caught his fans by surprise
by quietly releasing two new
tracks from his third full-length
album, “This Old Dog,” last
week, and they’re great.
The first of the two, “My Old
Man,” immediately establishes
itself as more polished than his
previous lo-fi output. Where
tracks like “Ode to Viceroy” and
“Cooking Up Something Good”
were defined by their crackly,
home-produced cassette deck

sound, these guitars are crisp
and finely produced, bringing
to mind fellow south California
slacker-rock posterboy Wavves’
similar progression from fuzzdrenched surf punk to cleaner
pop-rock aesthetics on “Afraid
of Heights.”
Much like Nathan Williams’
ennui-tinged declarations of adolescent longing on that record,
Mac’s reverberated vocals wax
meditative, wary of the future;
“Uh-oh, looks like I’m seeing
more of my old man in me.” At
the age of 26, he sounds like his
usual self, the guy that his fans
have come to adore, feeling

the pangs of existential dread,
but ultimately content and
with a sunny, amiable disposition. Behind it all are a steady
drum machine and a minimalist bleep-bloop synth hook that
give the whole thing a mellow
sort of folktronica sound. It’s a
great tune.
The second track released is
the title track, “This Old Dog.”
It’s a real stunner, and easily the
better of the two. In the same
vein as “Let My Baby Stay,” one
of the standouts from his 2014
breakthrough “Salad Days,”
it’s a slow-paced tune with
bittersweet, wistful lyrics and

a dreamy tropical vibe. Over
lush synths that evoke carefree
summer evenings spent on the
boardwalk watching the sun go
down, Mac croons pensive lines
like “This old dog ain’t about to
forget / all we’ve had and all
that’s next.”
He sounds sleepy; half-awake,
but full-hearted. He sounds like
Nick Drake lightened up a bit
and took his guitar to the beach.
It’s an unpretentious, gorgeous
song. Undoubtedly one of his
strongest to date (one of my
personal favorites of his so far),
and seemingly destined for
summer road trip playlist im-

mortality.
These two tracks epitomize
Mac’s biggest strengths as a
songwriter: earworm hooks,
heart-on-sleeve sincerity, and a
knack for laid-back vibes. The
album is set for a May 5 release
from Captured Tracks—just in
time for the summer.
If “My Old Man” and “This
Old Dog” are any indication of
what’s to come, we’re in for one
of the best indie rock records of
the year.

Top 10
Songs of
the Week
1.

7. “Pure”

“With You”
by Primitive Lips

by Hey Violet

2. “Night People”

8. “Maple Summer” 		

3. “Holy Water”

9. “Fake I.D.”

by You Me At Six

by Black Foxxes

by Hembree

4. “Move”

by Saint Motel

by Joyce Manor

Primitive Lips performing at an in-studio
WMSC session.

5. “The Currents”
by Bastille

Photo courtesy of WMSC Radio

6. “Hopeful”

by Bear Mountain

10. “Punks In A Disco Bar”
by Beach Slang
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SCHOLARSHIPS TO STUDY
ABROAD IN AUSTRIA

Apply for a scholarship to Study Abroad at the
University of Graz in beautiful Graz, Austria










Fall 2017 or Spring 2018
850 Euros per month for the five and a half
month period
850 Euros travel stipend
Application Deadline: March 1st, 2017
Apply on-line at the MSU Study Abroad
website.
For more information, contact the Global
Education Center for an individual advising
appointment

Global Education Center, Student Center Annex Room 207
http://www.montclair.edu/global-education/study-abroad/
outgoing-students/
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Rachel Krauss:

Competitor, Leader, Role Model

Rachael Krauss looks for an opening to take a shot.
Daniel Collins
Staff Writer

As the spring semester starts
at Montclair State University,
students can be seen going to
their classes, with the goals of
pursuing their passion in an intended career or field.
However, for Red Hawk senior Rachael Krauss, a sports,
events and tourism marketing
major, her afternoons and evenings are spent on the basketball court, draining key shots at
crucial points of the game, especially with her three-point field
goal percentage.
Krauss, tall, blonde and smiling, took some time following
a team practice to explain how
thankful she is for basketball on
campus.
“It’s sad to think it’s almost
over—it’s my senior year and
we only have a certain amount
of games left, but it’s fun—the
whole process is fun,” Krauss
said. “I’m just trying to take it
day by day, game by game and
enjoy every second of it.”
She is one of the main leaders

Daniel Collins | The Montclarion

of the team and the great relationship she has with her teammates is obvious; she stands out
to them as a leader to look up to
on game days.
She began playing basketball
on a recreational team at 8 years
old and later played during
middle school on a travel team
and an Amateur Athletic Union
(AAU) team. Her years playing
in middle school were when
Krauss realized her true passion for basketball. While playing on three different teams, she
became heavily involved, and
loved it.
Then, after her playing years
in high school came to a close,
she decided to take it to college
with her.
“I just love playing. Being
with the team every day is
great, and we have a lot of goals
set this year,” Krauss said. “We
want to accomplish as many of
those goals as we can and want
to have fun doing so.”
Krauss recalls her favorite
memory on the women’s basketball team as going to Grand
Rapids, Michigan in 2015, for

the NCAA Division III Women’s Basketball Final Four. She
explained how great the experience was for her and her teammates. For her, the atmosphere
was bigger and much different
compared to a normal basketball game, and she highlighted
the team’s involvement with
organizations like the Special
Olympics during their time
there.
She credits her parents and
coaches as her biggest supporters, adding that the head coach,
Karin Harvey, and the assistant
coaches all motivate the players
on a daily basis. Krauss named
the Red Hawks’ coaching staff
as the best coaches she’s ever
had.
Krauss’ style of leadership
is leading by example on the
court, and it has stood out to
players who look up to her as a
role model.
“[Krauss is] real fun to play
with,” junior Katie Sire said.
“It’s easy to play with someone
who works as hard as she does.
She’s been a great role model
for me since I came in as a fresh-

man. She’s someone I can look
up to. I’m lucky I’ve had the
years to play with her.”
This year, she currently has
scored 195 points in 642 minutes of playing time, along with
a .338 three-point basket average (52-for-154). In addition,
she’s averaged 8.9 points per
game and has a .335 field-goal
basket percentage (63-for-188).
“[Krauss is] really competitive and she’s awesome to play
with,” senior Zoe Curtis said.
“She’s a role model for all the
underclassmen. We play together. This is our fourth year
and I’ve known her since high
school. She’s a great person and
a great leader.”
Krauss stressed how important it is to work hard, especially for high school players
interested in playing in college.
To her, this includes working
out in the preseason, working

on weaknesses and dedicating
a lot of time to fix mistakes. “It’s
an all-week, all-month, all-year
sport,” the senior said.
She hopes to play the best
basketball she can in her last
year on the team and put all the
skills she learned to use as the
season continues.
“[Krauss has] been an incredible member of our women’s
basketball team. She’s one of
the hardest workers I’ve ever
coached in my entire career,”
Harvey said.
“She’s passionate, driven and
a huge competitor,” Harvey
continued. “You see that smile
and might think she’s a super
nice person, but she’s really
competitive. She hasn’t taken
a day or a drill off and she just
continues to become better and
better. Now, she’s one of the
best players on the team.”

Rachael Krauss attempts a threepoint shot.

Daniel Collins|
The Montclarion

This Week in Red Hawk Sports
THURS 2/9
No Games

SAT 2/11

FRI 2/10
No Games

Men’s Basketball vs.
The College of New
Jersey
1 p.m.

SUN 2/12

MON 2/13

No Games

No Games

Women’s Indoor Track
at Monmouth
University

TUES 2/14
No Games

WEDS 2/15
Women’s Basketball at RutgersCamden
6 p.m.
Men’s Basketball at
Rutgers-Camden
8 p.m.

Men’s Indoor Track at
Monmouth University
Women’s Basaketball
vs. The College New
Jersey
3 p.m.

Red Hawks Men’s Basketball: 71
William Paterson University: 66
Red Hawks Women’s Swimming: 126.5
Vassar College: 73.5

Red Hawk Recap
Red Hawks Women’s Basketball: 73
William Paterson University: 52

Red Hawks Women’s Basketball: 79
Stockton University: 53
Red Hawks Men’s Basketball: 54
Stockton University: 69
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But Why?

A look into Greek Life versus athletic
requirements on campus

Members of Montclair State Greek Life attend a Red Hawk football game.
Jennifer Dalli Cardillo
Contributing Writer

Montclair State University:
534 athletes, 1,300 Greeks.
Among them, and over 20,000
students in total. For being a 68
percent commuter school, these
Red Hawks are pretty active on
campus.
Montclair State is a Division
III school for athletes. Sigma
Delta Phi was the first Greek
organization established on this
campus in 1947 and the sisters
continue to wear their letters
around in 2017.
Athletes represent the university, and whether they win
or lose or conduct themselves
in a positive or negative way,
it reflects back on Montclair
State. On the other hand, Greek
organizations pride themselves
on “giving back” to the community, both on and off campus. If the two are both means
to becoming successful based
on their achievements, why are
they not equally classified in the
eyes of Montclair State?
Imagine the first day of the
fall semester of freshman year.
Many new Red Hawk faces are
frantically running around, trying to figure out where they belong. They happen to stumble
upon a “Meet the Greeks” flyer

in the Student Center and, eager to find out more, they show
up to the advertised location at
the projected time, only to be let
down. But why? To put it simply, freshmen are not allowed
to join Greek Life during their
first semester at Montclair State.
Meanwhile, first semester
freshmen are allowed to go out
for their desired sports team. In
order for them to remain a player on the team, they must maintain a 2.0 GPA, all while trying
to wash, dry and fold that overflowing laundry basket sitting
in their dorm room while living
off ramen noodles for the next
three months.
It is now the second semester,
time for that freshman to come
back out with the hopes of joining a Greek Organization. Although, they quickly learn they
are unable to rush because they
do not meet the minimum 2.6
GPA requirement, soon going
up to a 2.7 in May 2017. But
why? Why are these two GPA
requirements so drastically
different? Since athletes and
Greeks work towards one common goal, shouldn’t they work
toward one GPA requirement
as well?
Red Hawk accreditation for
Greek organizations requires
two Leadership Development

and
Campus
Connections
(LDCC) events each semester,
per active member. “Make Your
Greatest Weakness Your Greatest Strength,” for instance, is the
title of an LDCC event Montclair State has to offer.
“Doing two isn’t that bad.
Whether it be personal or professional, they are very important,” Theta Kappa Chi Vice
President Kira Casas said. “You
are provided with opportunities to learn something outside
of your organization; you never know what you might take
away from them.”
“I find that people wouldn’t
attend them, if they weren’t
required,” Theta Kappa Chi
President Samantha Burns said.
“There’s only so many times
you can listen to a person speak
to you about leadership and development skills.”
Being a player on an athletic
team is all about maintaining
proper sportsmanship and acquiring leadership roles. Therefore, would it be beneficial for
athletes to attend at least one
LDCC event a semester, in order to further strengthen their
leadership skills? Students have
created a stigma on college
campuses all over the country
that fraternity brothers and sorority sisters are only good for

Jennifer Dalli Cardillo | The Montclarion
two things: drinking and partying. On top of maintaining a 2.6
GPA and attending two LDCC
events, Greek organizations
are required to have 40 percent
of their members attend any
sporting event on campus.
“Giving back” comes into
play when each member is required to complete 10 hours of
community service each semester. Even though the requirement is only ten hours, some
members enjoy going above
and beyond. Alyssa Vaughn, a
sister of Theta Kappa Chi, completed 25 community service
hours in the spring of 2016.
“Greeks are all about giving
back,” Casas said. “Ten hours
may sound like a lot, but it’s a
piece of cake.”
Fulfilling a community service requirement based upon
the organization’s philanthropy
is another option. Philanthropies are what an organization
is built on and they are not required for Red Hawk accreditation or from the Office of Greek
Life. Along with community
service hours, it is the organization’s job to raise $15 per person
towards their philanthropy.
For example, Theta Kappa
Chi holds an event every year
called “Theta’s Sweetheart.”
During the spring semester of

2016, the sorority outshined
the $15 per person requirement
and managed to raise $2,133
for the Ashley Lauren Foundation, a non-profit organization
that depends on the support of
the community in order to help
those battling pediatric cancer.
Athletes are not required to
complete community service
hours, but some do what they
can to help the community.
“We do a lot to give back
to the community,” sophomore
baseball player Connor Kelly
said. “We run children’s camps
in the fall for little kids interested in being a part of a collegelevel team for a day, as well as
high school athletes and other
Red Hawks.”
With Kelly recently becoming a brother of Tau Phi Beta,
he realizes the reputation Greek
Life has on campus and, as a
second-year outfielder for the
Red Hawks, he wants to bring
light to the Greek community
on behalf of the baseball team.
“I’m not ready to shut the
door on my baseball career just
yet,” he said. “But joining a fraternity will allow me to grow
and promote a positive image
for the university.”

Men’s Ice Hockey Comes Out Scoreless
Against NYU
Montana Peschler
Staff Writer

The Red Hawks hoped to
win their second-to-last game
of the season when they suited
up for Friday’s game. However, the team fell short and
suffered a 6-0 loss on the road
against New York University
(NYU).
This wasn’t their first meeting with NYU, having lost to
them by eight points on Nov.
5. Itching for redemption from
their 11-3 loss back in November, the Red Hawks’ goaltending improved, but ultimately,
generating goals has become
rather difficult for the team.
Montclair State had a cumulative 15 shots on goal,
while NYU took 58 shots on
Red Hawk goaltender Bradley
Odgers. Odgers fought off 52
shots, as the Montclair State offense struggled to score.
The puck dropped at 8:30
p.m. at Sky Rink Arena (Chelsea Piers), and two minutes
into the first period, NYU
suffered from a two-minute
minor penalty, due to having
too many men on the ice. The
Red Hawks looked for open

Captain Chris Preziosi skates toward the puck.
chances to score the first goal
of the game, but NYU took that
chance and scored eight minutes in (12:05). The first period
came to an end with a score of
1-0.
With NYU already up on
the board, the team was off to
a shaky start when the second
period began. They received

a two-minute interference minor, but a little over a minute
later, Sam Enright was penalized with a two-minute cross
checking minor. With the
teams about even, NYU eventually powered through and
put two more goals past Odgers to close up the second period.

Photo Courtesy of @MONTCLAIRHOCKEY on Twitter
With a 3-0 lead over the Red
Hawks, the third period began with two roughing minors
from both teams. Soon after,
NYU pushed through and added another point to their lead.
Eventually, the home team
skated past the Red Hawks
two more times and came out
with two more goals to finalize

a score of 6-0. The third period
ended with two more penalties
on NYU’s side but Montclair
State unfortunately could not
put a point up on the board.
The team looks to ensure one
final win this season against
Marist College this Saturday,
Feb. 11.
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Sire Reaches 1000 Career Points,
Red Hawks Dominate Stockton
Daniel Falkenheim
Web Editor

Junior forward Katie Sire
drove to the basket and converted a layup through traffic—and the game stopped.
There wasn’t a timeout or injury. Instead, Head Coach Karin
Harvey presented flowers, and
the crowd gave Sire a standing
ovation as Sire became Montclair State’s 20th player to notch
1000 career points.
Sire’s accomplishment came
as Montclair State’s women’s
basketball team earned a
dominant 79-53 victory over
Stockton University on Feb. 4.
With the win, the Red Hawks
avenged their loss to Stockton
five days earlier, and improved
their regular-season record to
20-2.
“I didn’t know I was scoring
[my 1000th point],” Sire said
in a postgame interview with
WMSC’s Nick Flaherty and
Anthony Fastiggi. “It wasn’t
something that was on my
mind all game, which I think is
a good thing. It took me a second. When the buzzer went off,
I didn’t know what was going
on or anything. It means a lot.
I couldn’t have done it without my teammates these three
years. I’m thankful for them,”
Sire told WMSC.
Sire, now the cornerstone
of this year’s team—started all
33 games in her freshman year
for Montclair State in a season
which culminated in an NCAA
Division III Tournament Final
Four run. Since that point, Sire
has improved her scoring output each season and emerged
as one of the team’s most crucial leaders since the second
half of the 2015-16 season.

Katie Sire drives past a Stockton defender for the layup.
Saturday’s game marked
Sire’s sixth performance of at
least 20 points since the start
of 2017. In addition to Sire’s 24
points and eight rebounds, junior guard Kate Tobie contributed 17 points and 10 assists in
the Red Hawks’ win over Stockton.
Montclair State found themselves down 9-2 midway
through the first quarter. However, the Red Hawks’ press
stifled Stockton and they responded with a 19-3 run to end
the quarter. Montclair State’s
momentum continued as they
prevented Stockton from scoring in the first six minutes of the
second quarter.
The women’s basketball team
took a 40-18 lead into halftime.
During the break, Montclair
Athletics celebrated women’s

basketball almuni day as several former players—including
Melissa Tobie, Kayla Ceballos
and Deonna Overton—were
honored at half court. Tobie assisted on Sire’s 1000th career
point four minutes into the
third quarter. Montclair State’s
defense suffocated Stockton
and the Red Hawks held a 5129 lead with four minutes left in
the third quarter. Stockton then
went on a 12-2 run and shrunk
Montclair State’s lead to 11 before the end of the quarter.
Stockton couldn’t shrink the
deficit any further; the Red
Hawks ultimately won 79-53.
Montclair State will be back in
action against New Jersey City
University on Wednesday, Feb.
8.

Daniel Falkenheim | The Montclarion

Katie Sire recieved a bouquet of
flowers after the milestone.

Daniel Falkenheim | The Montclarion

Hip Hop and Basketball: A Red Hawk Connection
Josue Dajes
Co-Sports Editor

Hip-hop has been the symbolic sound of basketball for
the vast majority of the sport’s
existence. A great deal of hiphop culture involves basketball.
From the courts in inner cities
to the pre-game shootarounds
in college basketball, to locker
rooms in the NBA, there is no
doubt hip-hop will be played.
Artists rap about basketball in
their lyrics, and basketball players vibe to hip-hop during their
workouts, basketball activities
or free time. This is no different
for the players of the men’s basketball team at Montclair State
University.
“Our team listens to a lot of
hip-hop and R&B before games
and during workouts because
Josue Dajes
Assistant Sports Editor

The Notorious B.I.G. is one of the
main influences in rap history.

that’s generally what everyone
likes,” junior forward Justin
Porter said. “The songs have
messages and things within
them that we can all relate to.”
Through the rise of hip-hop,
as well as the combination of
hip-hop and R&B, they became
entwined. Rappers could include R&B artists in the hooks
of their songs, while rappers
could lay a verse or two in a
singer’s song.
“It just hypes us up and gives
us energy and motivation to go
out and do what we do,” Porter
said.
One thing about the genre is
that players can always count
on hip-hop to get them hyped.
Before games or during workouts, players want to feel focused, energized and spirited
to perform at the highest level.

Andrey Shipilov | Flickr

The Red Hawks use music as a motivating factor.
“Personally, I can listen to
just about anything music-wise,
but when it comes to pre-game
or working out, I always listen
to Meek Mill or A Boogie Wit
Da Hoodie,” junior forward Jovanni Chatham said.
Meek Mill has produced a
variety of popular energetic hits
throughout his career, ranging
from “I’m a Boss” to “Dreams
and Nightmares” to a successful collection of mixtapes with
the Dreamchasers franchise.
Mood definitely plays a role
in the selection of music and
artists. Players can choose from
a modern, loud upbeat song, or
sit back and take in some throwback lyrics.
“It varies for what I’m in the
mood for that day,” Chatham
said. “Sometimes it could be old
school. I may listen to Biggie or
Tupac or even 50 Cent.”

The key trend around the
team and athletes in general is
the factor of motivation. Music
is there for players when they
may not be there for themselves. If their confidence level
is down, music can lift them up.
“Prior to games and during
workouts, anything that would
motivate me to do better can
range from listening to motivational speeches by Eric Thomas
or listening to rap and hip-hop
songs that would encourage
me to go harder,” senior guard
Daniel Ramis said.
Thomas is a renowned inspirational speaker, who also uses
hip-hop as a platform to get his
message across. LeBron James
even credits Thomas as a major
source of inspiration when he
won his first NBA championship in 2012.
“When I do listen to rap

Sulayman Wali| The Montclarion
and hip-hop, its mostly Future,
Kodak Black, Drake and Tory
Lanez,” Ramis said.
Drake burst in to the basketball scene, most notably with
his hometown team the Toronto Raptors. In 2013, Drake
was introduced as the Raptors’
global ambassador, a position
that would allow him to extend
the brand of the Raptors. He became active in the design of an
alternative Raptors jersey and
was one of the main figures in
the planning and advertisement
of the 2016 NBA All Star Weekend.
Whether it’s the new Migos
album or a classic Nas album
like Illmatic hip-hop speaks to
the majority of basketball players in ways that other genres
can’t. As long as the game lives,
hip-hop will continue living
with it.

