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Secrecy Shrouds $12 Hike
By Iren e McKnight
The M SC Board of Trustees
unanim ously passed a set o f three
resolutions Thursday night which
will consolidate a new Athletic
A ctivity F ee an d the fam iliar
Student U nion Building Fee under a
new heading. The new fee will take
effect in Septem ber o f 1977 and will
result in a $6 per sem ester bill
increase for MSC students.
The triplicate resolutions will
reduce the Student Union Building
Fee (SU B ) to $2 a credit with a
maximum o f $24 per sem ester. MSC
students presently p a y , $2.50 per
credit with a maximum of $30 per
sem ester fo r SUB.
A Student C enter Annex Building
Fee will be added to the MSC fee
structure and will result in a fee of
$1 per credit with a maximum of
$12'per sem ester ./-The total fee will
be renam ed the Student Buildings
Fee at a consolidated rate of $3 per
credit w ith a maximum o f $36 per
sem ester. Therefore, students who
now pay $30 per sem ester will pay
$36 p er sem ester beginning in
Septem ber o f 1977.
The change in fee structure was
approved by the Board for the
construction of a Student C enter
Annex and athletic fields in the
MSC q uarry area. The fees were
co n so lid ated f o r “ paym ent and
adm inistrative purposes” to aid the
MSC adm inistration.
Elliot Mininberg, Vice President
for A dm inistration and Finance,
spoke in favor of the resolutions at
th e B o a rd m e e tin g . H e w as
questioned by various members of
the SGA adm inistration and by
other m em bers of the audience at
the open meeting.
M ost o f the speakers at the
m eeting q u estio n ed M ininberg’s
secrecy concerning student monies
prior to the Board meeting. SGA
President M aryanne Preztunik spoke
with m ixed feelings about the
in c re a se a s the B o a rd ’s firs t
speaker.
Preztunik was inform ed about the
increase approxim ately two months
a g o , a c c o r d i n g to h e r o w n
assessm ent and that o f Mininberg.

Mininberg requested that Preztunik
keep the issue secret and not to
inform o th er students about the
prqposed change in student fees,
“ As an individual who has been
very m uch inform ed o f the varying
reasons w hy there will be a fee
increase, I realize the necessity of
such action and believe that the
increase is in the best interest of
s tu d e n ts ,” P reztunik said. She
added th at she would have liked
“ som ew hat greater publicity about
the increase for the benefit of the
general student body.”
SGA President-elect Jose Fuentes
was not inform ed about the increase
until tw enty-four hours before the
open m eeting. He stated that, since
the new adm inistration of SGA will
be responsible for explaining the
increase to students who return in
the fall, his adm inistration should
have b een inform ed about the
resolutions. Fuentes added that he
felt the resolutions should be tabled
at the present time.
M ininberg argued against tabling
the re so lu tio n s.1 He stated that
postponem ent of the vote would
make it alm ost impossible to include
the increased fee in the bills that
will be sen t to MSC students in
July.
“ F ra n k ly ” , M ininberg stated,
“ it’s tru e that the new SGA
adm inistration was not exposed to
the fee change. The reason for the
limited exposure was that we didn’t
wish to m ake this a campaign issue
for the SGA elections. We felt that
this would have been destructive to
the campaign and might have had an
influence on the resu lts.”
Board Chairm an Gerald LeB off
stated that “ we would have been
delighted to hear your opinions
(students) bu t a month might be too
long.”
Barry Friedm an, an alumnus of
MSC, questioned Mininberg about
a l t e r n a t iv e s to th e p fo p o 'se d
r e s o l u t i o n s . In h is a n s w e r ,
Mininberg said, “ Y ou’ll have to
f o r g iv e m e if so m e o f m y
statem ents are biased in a personal
manner. To the extent possible, I
felt that I acted as openly as I know

did you bring it here in the first
h ow w ith th e e x is tin g SG A
place?”
adm inistration.”
B o a rd
m e m b e r M a ry L e e
O th e r s tu d e n ts a n d fa c u lty
Jam eison suggested that a meeting
m embers spoke in favor of tabling,
of the B oard be held after the May
the resolutions until the newly
26 graduation cerem ony. Mininberg
elected SGA adm inistration is given
stated thai if the fee was not passed
time to discuss the proposal with
sh o rtly ,-it would have to wait till
their constituency.'
next year and would be increased to
B o a rd m e m b e r W . L in c o ln
$14 a year to cover interest on
Hawkins said that he felt the new
b o n d s r e g a r d i n g th e a n n e x
proposal represented “ a beautiful
construction.
long range plan.” He stated that he
“ T h ere’s a.erying problem on this
was looking at the plan in term s of
cam pus,
n a m e ly p a r k i n g ,”
30 years and beyond “ a little
Mininberg said. “ I come to you with
em barrassm ent concerning the new
a resolution to that problem and you
SGA adm inistration and the student
want to d e la y ,” he added.
body.”
Mininberg asked the Board to
Board m em ber Melvin Hausner
vote-on the resolution immediately.
stated th at the newly elected SGA
He .stated th at he would come back
adm inistration had no reason to
to
the B oard with a revised plan if
c o m p la in a b o u t th e w ith h e ld
the
new adm inistration o f the SGA
inform ation because “ they didn’t
in
tro
d u c e d c o n c re te arg u m e n ts
exist then and really d o n ’t officially
against the increase in fees.
exist n o w .” •
Board m em ber Stephen Weiss
B en M in o r I n te r im F a c u lty
suggested
th at a vote be taken on
R epresentative to the Board, asked
th
e
r
e
s
o
lu
t i o n c o n tin g e n t o n
the B oard fo r the reason that they
M ininberg’s statem ent concerning
were talking about the proposal in
tabling the resolutions at a further
an open m eeting. “ The. Board has
date if it w as determ ined th at the
acted in bad faith ,” Minor stated.
“ You (the B oard) come here with fee increase was not in the best
interest o f students.
three resolutions and say this is it.
F u e n te s a g reed w ith W e iss’
You o ffe r no alternatives and
suggestion and a vote was taken.
you’ve m ade up your mind, so why
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President and
President-elect
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reprints the texts
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Board Secrecy Stirs
President-elect Fuentes
By Iren e M cK night
Jose Fuentes, SGA President-elect,
expressed outrage at the secrecy of the
decision of the Board Of Trustees to
restructure MSC’s Student Center fees.
He claims that if he has anything to do
Vvith it, students will not be forced to
pay more money next semester without
participating in the deliberative and
decision making process.
Fuentes and die rest of the newly
elected SGA administration were given 24
hours notice to scrutinize the new
proposal before the Board meeting.
Fuentes had no explanation for the
fact that Maryanne Preztunik, SGA
President, did not enlighten the new
officers about the proposal. “ I am a
membe'r of her (Preztunik’s) cabinet but
my jurisdiction does not deal with this
area,” the SGA Vice President 'for
Academic Affairs noted. “I can’t explain
decisions made by Preztunik,” he added,
Fuentes will speak to the Board if they

“ This would never
Jose Fuentes

have happened
if we had
known about it.”
hold a special meeting Thurs., May 26.
By questioning the secrecy and the
legality of the decision, Fuentes hopes
that the new proposal will be tabled. In
terms of the decision’s legality, Fuentes
cited the case of a Rutgers student (Star
Ledger, 5/12/77) who prompted ft

judicial decision which states that
“student fees would not be used to
finance facilities Other 'th an Student
Centers.”
“I question the fact that the Board has
decided to build a sports complex with
student money,” Fuentes said:
He noted that the Board could table
their plan. After tabling it, they could
decide to reconsider the proposal, to
amend it or to totally-reject it. Fuentes
added that this would, not be the first
time that the Board chose this route after
making a decision.
The recent referendum involving the
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Montclair Athletic Commission (MAC)
split represented an example of “turned
tables'” to Fuentes.
“We went through an enormous
amount of trouble to explain our position
regarding the MAC split to the Board,”
Fuentes said. “ Later, when they made a
decision, regarding our money, we were
not even consulted.”
In a position paper distributed by
Fuentes regarding the Board’s decision,
Fuentes said that the new SGA
administration will be responsible for
explaining the increase to students when
it takes effect in September of 1977. He
added that for this' reason, the 24 hour
notice was not fair to the SGA-elects who
will take office on Wed., June 1.
The next meeting o f the MSC Board is
now scheduled for Thurs., June 9.
However, the meeting might be
rescheduled to Thurs., May 26, which
coincides with Preztunik’s graduation.
For the present, Fuentes’ main
objective is to “stop the proposal here
and now.” If a special meeting is held,
Fuentes will speak to the Board as a
student rather than as SGA President
since his term begins on Wed., June 1.
Fuentes compared the decision to
raising taxes without consulting the
taxpayers. However, if the Board’s
Thursday night activity has taught
Fuentes anything, it’s this. “The worst
thing in the world is ignorance;2-’ Fuentes
said. “This Would never have happened if
we had known about it.”

RESOLU

RESO LU TIO
C O N SO L ID A T IN G T H E ST U D E N T U N IO N /
B U IL D IN G F I
FOR
A D M IN IS T R A T IV E !
WHEREAS: The MSC Board of Trustees has approve
Student Center Annex which will require a lease and a
Facilities Authority and the New Jersey Board o f HigI
charge a fee for this construction as required to meet an
WHEREAS: By separate resolutions, this Board is
Student Union Building (SUB) fee and the establish^
whose formats of payment are identical and vary onl
maximum limits are different and
WHEREAS: Collection o f these two fees as a single i
in an efficient, administrative manner, be it therefore
RESOLVED: That the existing SUB fee and the new
under a new title of “ Student Buildings Fee” at a con
maximum of $36 per term, effective Thurs., Sept. 1,19

R ESO LU TIO
E ST A B L ISH IN G T H E STU D EN T CENT
WHEREAS: The MSC Board o f Trustees has approv
Student Center Annex which will require a lease and
Facilities Authority and the New Jersey Board o f Hig
charge a fee for this construction as required to meet ai
WHEREAS: The projected financial requirements
Annex are estimated at approximately $280,000 per y«
WHEREAS: It is necessary to have a fqe separate an
legal requirements and
WHEREAS: A separate and distinct new fee in
maximum of $12 per term will provide funds needed ai
WHEREAS: By separate resolution the existing S
reduced. 50 cents per credit hour from $2:50 per credit
WHEREAS: The effect of the aforementioned
aforementioned 50 cents per credit hour decrease yiel
’ or $6 per term, be it therefore
RESOLVED: That a Student Center Annex Buildin
. a maximum of $12 per term, effective Thurs/,-Sept. 1,
RESOLUTIO;
R E D U C IN G T H E STU D EN T UN
WHEREAS: The Board of Trustees has approved
Student Center Annex which will require a lease and
Facilities Authority and the New Jersey Board o f Hig
charge a fee for this construction as required" to meet ai
WHEREAS: The projected financial requirements
Annex are estimated at approximately $280,000 per ye
WHEREAS: By separate resolutioa the aforementi
Center Annex Fee of $1 per credit hour which must b
existing Student Union Building (SUB) fee because of 1
WHEREAS: The existing SUB fee of $2.50 per cre<
$30 per term can be reduced tq $2 per credit hour.w
maintaining adequate revenues for amortization of
requirements by the college, be it therefore
RESOLVED: That the existing SUB fee be reduced
$24 per term, effective Thurs., Sept. 1,1977.
R ESO LUTIO
R E Q U E S T IN G R E V ISIO N O F T H E 5
AND
ESTA B LISH M EN T O F AN ATH1

WHEREAS: The- effectiveness of the existingj Stuc
full-time undergraduates does not fully respond to tl
responding to the effects o f inflationary costs upon exis
WHEREAS: The SGA has voted to extend the
undergraduate students and has further agreed to a
separate athletic activity fee to be established and
WHEREAS: The existing manner of assessing the Sti
semester hours carried and
WHEREAS: Current regulations limit participatio
undergraduates, such that a flat rate fee is more practica
WHEREAS: A full-time undergraduate student is de
study such that he is actually enrolled for 12 or more se
RESOLVED: That a Student Activity fee of $2 per
part-time undergraduate students, effective Thurs., Sept
RESOLVED: That-the Board o f Higher Education
Student Activity fee to $2 per semester credit hoUr for
credits per semester and further to establish an Athlet
I full-time undergraduate students, both to be effective F
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LOTIONS
i SOLUTIO N:
T U N IO N A N D STU D E N T C E N T E R A N N EX
ILD ING F E E S
FOR
N A TIV E PU R PO SE S
s has approved a concept letter for the construction of a
a lease and agreement with the New Jersey Educational
toard o f Higher Education which requires the Board to
id to meet annual debt payments and
his Board is approving the reduction of the existing
he establishment of a new Student Renter Annex fee
and vary only in that unit prices per credit hour and

Prez Takes Last Stand

By B arbara Ponsi
Thursday night, the Board o f Trustees
voted to increase the Student Union
Building (SUB) fee $12 ($6 per semester),
effective this fall and Maryanne
Preztunik, SGA President, was one o f the
only people at the meeting pushing for it.
The fee increase will reportedly be
used to finance the construction of a
Student Center annex and 30 acres of
new outdoor recreational fields.
s as a single invoiced item would consolidate procedures
The annex will house new athletic
; therefore
facilities and several offices which are
and the new Student Center Annex fee be consolidated
presently located in Life Hall. However,
ee” at a consolidated rate of $3 per credit hour with a
the proposed plans do not clarify whether
Sept. 1,1977.
\
students will essentially be paying for a
relocation of administrative offices or if
¿SOLUTION:
their money will - go for totally
ENT C E N T E R A N N EX B U ILD IN G F E E
student-oriented facilities such as student
;s has approved a concept letter for the construction of a
activities offices and possibly a movie
a lease and agreement with the New Jersey Educational
theater and a bowling alley.
Board o f Higher Education which requires the Board to
On Friday, Preztunik said she realized
ed to meet annual debt payments and
the questions that the plan raised
iquirements for the construction of the Student Center
following extensive discussions with Katie
50,000 per year beyond funds already available and
^lulheren, SGA Treasurer, Jose Fuentes,
e separate and distinct from other fees in order to satisfy
SGA ^President-elect
and
Jules
Korzeniowski, SGA Treasurer-elect, all of
new fee in the amount o f $1 per credit hour with a
whom spoke against the fee increase at
ads needed and
the Board meeting.
re existing Student Union Building (SUB) fee is being
She admitted that she had been
50 per credit hour to $2 per credit hour and
pushing for a plan which she did not
»rementioned $1 per credit hour increase and the
know enough about, although she insisted
decrease yields a net increase of 50 cents per credit hour
that she believed she had been acting in
the best interests of students at the time.
nnex Budding Fee established at $1 per credit hour with
“ On Thursday night, I believed the
irsL/Sept. 1, 1977.
'SO LU TIO N :
resolution should be passed. We have a
space problem on campus and if there
JDENT U N IO N B U IL D IN G F E E ^
is approved a concept letter for the construction of a , was any delay in the proposal being
enacted, it would have meant a year’s
a lease and agreement with the New Jersey Educational
delay for the plan and I didn’t think it
3oard o f Higher Education which requires the Board to
was worth it,” she explained.
ed to meet annual debt payments and
Preztunik has since written a letter to
iquirements for the construction of the Student Center
Gerald
LeBoff, Chairman of the Board of r
>0,000 per year beyond funds avadable and
Trustees,
saying she made a “mistake” in
e aforementioned funds are obtained by a new Student
urging
the
Board to pass the resolution
which must be established separate-and distinct from the
and
asking
that
a special meeting be held
because of legal requirements and
on
Thurs.,.
May
26 for the Board to
2.50 per credit hour for all students with a maximum of
reconsider
their
decision
and hopefully
redit hour, with a maximum of $24 per term while still
move
to
table
it.
rtization of the existing Student Union amortization
“ I believe that what has been done can
be undone,” she said confidently.
e be reduced to $2 per credit hour with a maximum of
Despite Preztunik’s contention that she
77.
'
v
7
had
the students’ best interests in mind,
¿SOLUTION:
the
only
two students who were aware of
i O F T H E STU D E N T A C T IV IT Y F E E
the
fact
"that the Board would be
AND
considering a SUB fee increase for the
7 AN A T H L E T IC A C T IV IT Y F E E
proposed construction were herself and
existing! Student Activity fee of $30 per semester for
Mulher’en, up until the day before the
espond to the needs o f part-time undergraduates, nor
Board meeting when the newly elected
sts upon existing programs and
SGA officers found out about it.
extend the Student Activity fee to add part-time
Elliot Mininberg, Vice President for
agreed to a revised fee structure which will enable a
Administration
and
Finance, sent
ed and
Preztunik a copy of the proposals in
essing the Student Activity fee is on the basis of student
mid-April but asked her to keep it quiet
until he was able to present them to the
participation in intercollegiate athletics to full-time
Board, she explained.
nore practical for an athletic activity fee and
“ It was just a courtesy/’ Preztunik
student is defined as a student admitted to a course of
said. “ I respect the requests o f other
.2 or more semester credit hours, now be it therefore
people. I thought that he (Mininberg)
ee of $2 per semester credit hour be established for all
meant he would discuss it with the Board
Thursi, Sept. 1,1977 and be it further
informally and I didn’t know that it
er Education be requested for authority to revise the
would come up at this particular Board
edit hour for all undergraduates up to a maximum of 12
meeting until I got the agenda two days
ish an Athletic Activity fee of $10 per semester for all
earlier.” '
»e effective Frf, Sept. 1, 1978.
Preztunik outlined the series of events

that led to the actions taken at
Thursday’s Board riieeting:
In mid-April, Mininberg sent her a
proposal jyhich called for a $15 increase
in tiie SUB fee. “I was very much against
it,” Preztunik said, “as much as I believed
that tiie development o f the quarry was
in the students’ interests. I had a
discussion with him (Mininberg) and told
him that while I thought the $15 figure
was too high, I could see a $10 increase
being justified.”
Following the discussion, Mininberg
sent Preztunik a revised plan during the
first week of May, which called for a $12
SUB fee increase. Preztunik called it a
“compromise figure.” ,
“ I was in favor of the increase because
I believed it would he used for
student-oriented facilities,” she said.
The actual resolution that the Board
passed calls for a lowering of the present

SUB fee, the institution of a Student
Center annex construction fee and (he
subsequent consolidation of the two,
amounting to a $6 increase per semester.
“If I had asked the Board to table the
proposal I’pi sure they would have,”
Preztunik said. She added that she
believed she had been instrumental in
getting the decision passed.
In architect’s sketches for the proposed
annex, several administrative offices in
Life Hall are included.
“ I believed it was an architect’s
schematic drawing and not an ironclad
presentation,” she reasoned. “I thought
that the inside of the building was up for
grabs but subsequent discussions have
raised more than enough questions in my
mind.”
“Since I talked the Board into passing
it, I think I can talk them out of it,” she
said.

M aryanne Preztunik
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Wasnt

In fact, it was only May 12, 1977 when
students al MSC who attended the open
meeting of the Board of Trustees were given
a chance to realize that they have no power
on this campus.
SGA President Maryanne E. Preztunik
was elected by students last semester to
represent them. Proper representation in any
form of government is based on two
important facts. Firstly, it is necessary for
the public figure to speak to the people who
are being represented. Secondly, it is
necessary for the elected official to have
allegiance to one group, i.e. the people who
are represented.
It’s slightly difficult to represent you rN
constituency properly when you neglect to
talk-to them. Preztunik, unfortunately ran
into this problem. When she should have
been informing students about a possible fee
increase, she was busy keeping secrets with
Elliot Mininberg, Vice President for
Administration and Finance. This leaves any
individual with the impression that Preztunik
is more interested in making friends with
administrators than in representing her
constituency.
Mininberg pointed out at the Board
meeting that it will be extremely difficult to
bill students this year if his proposal is not
passed immediately. Many things in life are
difficult. Many students, in fact, will find it
very difficult to pay more money in fees next
semester for an annex that they will probably
never see if they are on MSC’s four year
plan.
Board Chairman Gerald LeBoff noted at
the same meeting that he would have been
“delighted” to inform students about the fee
increase. We, also, would have been
delighted to be informed about our money..
Mininberg and LeBoff both stated that) the
information might have affected this year’s
SGA elections.
Elections in the communist countries of
the . world might be affected by such
incidentals as two people running for one
office. If the average voter was equipped
with ESP, Watergate might have affected the

1984

campaign of former President Richard M.
Nixon. LeBoff went so far as to say that the
information would have been destructive to
the election and might have affected the
Y esults. It’s great to see that the
administration is watching out for SGA
elections. It’s not so great, however, to see
that they are withholding information in
order to affect election results.
SGA President-elect Jose Fuentes cannot
be bflamed for the secrecy involved in the
new resolutions. He was informed about
those resolutions approximately 24 hours
before the meeting took place. One Board
member went so far, in fact, to state that
Fuentes and the rest of the newly elected
SGA administration did not “officially
exist.*’
However, based on the administration’s
activities over the last two months, it is
unfortunate that the resolutions were passed.
Mininberg stated that the resolutions will be
redesigned if the new SGA administration
presents, some rational arguments against the
new plan. It’s doubtful, though, that anything
will be changed after it is passed.
Fuentes noted in an interview after the
Board meeting that the incident provided him
with a lesson. The lesson was that ignorance
is one of the worst things in the world.
The
meeting
taught
the
MONTCLARION another lesson. We are
sure that it is mere coincidence that the
resolution was brought before the Board on
the week following the MONTCLARION’s
last issue. We are also sure that it is merely
coincidental that the resolution was brought
to the attention of students between SGA
administrations. It is also coincidental that
the resolution was passed directly after the
MSC community voted to raise another
student fee in the MAC referendum.
But let’s not dwell on coincidences.
Instead w e’ll dwell on lessons. Fuentes, is
probably right in saying that ignorance is one
of the worst things in the world. The
M ONTCLARION on ce thought that
ignorance was followed by apathy in
unnecessary evils. Now w e’re not so sure.
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Secrecy Shrouds $12 Hike
By Irene McKnight
The M SC B o a rd . of Trustees
unanim ously passed a set of three
resolutions Thursday night which
will consolidate a new Athletic
A ctivity F ee an d the fam iliar
Student U nion Building Fee under a
new heading. The new fee will take
effect in Septem ber of 1977 and will
result in a $6 per sem ester bill
increase for MSC students.
The triplicate resolutions will
reduce the Student Union Building
Fee (SU B ) to $2 a credit with a
maximum o f $24 per sem ester. MSC
students presently pay $2.50 per
credit with a maximum of $30 per
sem ester fo r SUB.
A S tudent C enter Annex Building
Fee will be added to the MSC fee
structure and will result in a fee of
$1 per credit with a maximum of
$12 per sem ester. The total fee will
be renam ed the Student Buildings
Fee at a consolidated rate of $3 per
credit with a maximum of $36 per
sem ester. Therefore, students who
now pay $30 per sem ester will pay
$36 p e r sem ester beginning in
Septem ber o f 1977.
^ T h e change in fee structure was
approved by the Board for the
construction of a Student Center
Annex and athletic fields in the
MSC quarry area. The fees were
consolidated for , “ paym ent and
adm inistrative purposes” to aid the
MSC adm inistration.
Ellfbt Mininberg, Vice President
for A dm inistration and Finance,
'spoke in fav o r of the resolutions at
th e B o a rd m e e tin g . H e w as
questioned by various members of
the SGA adm inistration and by
other m em bers of the audience at
the open meeting.
M ost o f the speakers at the
m eeting q u estio n ed M ininberg’s
sec rec y . concerning student monies
prior to the Board meeting. SGA
President Maryariye Preztunik spoke
with m ixed feelings
the
in c re a se a s the .B oa.jd’s firs t
speaker.
Preztunik w as inform ed about the
increase approxim ately tw o months
a g o , a c c o r d i n g to h e r o w n
assessm ent and that o f Mininberg.

Mininberg requested that Preztunik
keep the issue secret and not to
inform o th er students about the
proposed change in student fees.
“ As an individual who has been
very m uch inform ed of the varying
reasons w hy there will be a fee
increase, I realize the necessity of
such action and believe that the
increase is in the best interest of
s tu d e n ts ,” P reztunik said. She
added that she would have liked
“ som ew hat greater publicity about
the increase for the benefit of the
general student body.”
SGA President-elect fe se Fuentes
was not inform ed about the increase
until tw enty-four hours before the
open meeting. He stated 'that, since
the new adm inistration of SGA will
be responsible for explaining the
increase to students who return in
the fall, his adm inistration should
h av e been inform ed about the
resolutions. Fuentes added that he
felt the resolutions should be tabled
at the p resen t time.
Mininberg argued against tabling
the resolutions. He stated that
postponem ent of the vote would
make it alm ost impossible to include
the increased fee in the bills that
will be sent to MSC students in
July.
“ F ra n k ly ” , M ininberg stated,,
“ i t ’s tru e \:hat the new SGA
adm inistration was not exposed to
the fee change. The reason for the
limited exposure was that we didn’t
wish to m ake this a campaign issue
for the SGA elections. We felt that
this would have been destructive to
the cam paign and might have had an
influence on the resu lts.”
Board Chairm an Gerald LeB off
stated th at “ we would have been
delighted to hear your opinions
(students) bu t a month might be too
long.”
Barry Friedm an, an alumnus of
MSC, questioned Mininberg about
a l t e r n a t iv e s to th e p ro p o s e d
r e s o l u t i o n s . In h is a n s w e r ,
Mininberg said, “ Y ou’ll have to
fo r g iv e m e if so m e o f my
statem ents are biased in a personal
manner. To the extent possible, I
felt that I acted as openly as I know

did you bring it here in the first
h ow w ith th e e x is tin g SG A
place?”
adm inistranon.”
Board
m em ber Mary Lee
O th e r s tu d e n ts a n d fa c u lty
Jam eison suggested th at a meeting
m embers spoke in favor of tabling,
of the B oard be held after the May
the' resolutions until the newly
26 graduation cerem ony. Mininberg
elected SGA adm inistration is given
stated that if the fee was not passed
time to discuss the proposal with
their constituency.
shortly, ijt would have to wait till
■next year and would be increased~to
B o a rd m e m b e r W . L in c o ln
$14 a year to cover interest on
Hawkins said that he felt the new
b o n d s ^ re garding the annex
proposal represented “ a beautiful
construction.
long range plan.” He stated that he
“ T h ere’s a crying problem on this
was looking at the plan in term s of
campus,
nam ely^ p a rk in g ,”
30 years and beyond “ a little
Mininberg said. “ I come to you with
em barrassm ent concerning the new
SGA admmrstraticjRTr td the student ~ » r e s t t e t j s n to A e t
jroo
want to d elay ,” he added.
b°dy.
M ininberg asked the Board to
Board m em ber Melvin Hausner
vote on the resolution immediately.
stated that the newly elected SGA
adm inistration had no reason to , He stated th at he would com e back
to the B oard with a revised plan if
c o m p la in a b o u t th e w ith h e ld
inform ation because “ they didn’t the new adm inistration o f the SGA
i n t r o d u c e d c o n c re te arg u m e n ts
exist then and really d on’t officially
against the-increase in fees.
exist n o w .”
Board m em ber Stephen Weiss
B en M in o r In te r im F a c u lty
suggested th at a vote be taken on
R epresentative to the Board, asked
th e r e s o l u t i o n * c o n t i n g e n t on
the B oard for the reason that they
M ininberg’s statem ent concerning
were talking about the proposal in
tabling the resolutions at a further
ah open meeting. “ The Board has
date if it was determ ined th at the
acted in bad faith ,” Minor stated.
fee
increase was not in th e best
“ You (the B oard) come here with
interest
o f students.
three resolutions and say this is it.
F
u
e
n
t
e s ag reed w ith W e iss’
You o ffe r no alternatives and
suggestion and a vote was taken.
you’ve m ade up your mind, so why

f
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Board Secrecy Stirs
President-elect Fuentes

RESOLU

RESOLUTIC
C O N SO L ID A T IN G T H E STU D E N T UN IO N
B U IL D IN G F
FOR
A D M IN IST R A T IV E
WHEREAS: The MSC- Board of Trustees has appro\
Student Center Annex which will require a lease and
Facilities Authority and the New Jersey Board o f Hig
chargé a fee for this construction as required to meet a:
WHEREAS: By separate resolutions, this Board i
Student Union Building (SUB) fee and the establish
whose formats of payment are "identical and vary or
maximum limits are different and
WHEREAS: Collection o f these two fees as a single
in an efficient, administrative manner, be it therefore
RESOLVED: That the existing SUB fee and the ne\
under à new title of “Student Buildings Fee” at a coi
maximum of $36 per term, effective Thurs., Sept. 1 , 1<

B y Irene M cK night
Jose Fuentes, SGA President-elect,
expressed outrage at the secrecy of the
decision of the Board of Trustees to
restructure MSC’s Student Center fees.
He claims that, if he has anything to do
with it, students will not be forced- to
pay more money next semester without
participating in the deliberative and
decision making process.
Fuentes and the rest o f the newly
elected SGA administration were given 24
hours notice to scrutinize the new
proposal before the Board meeting.
Fuentes had no explanation for the
fact that Maryanne Preztunik, SGA
President, did not enlighten the new
officers about the proposal. “ I am a
member of her (Preztunik’s) cabinet but
my jurisdiction does not deal with this
area,” the SGA Vice President for,
Academic Affairs noted. “I can’t explain
decisions made by Preztunik,” Jhe added.
Fuentes will speak to the Board if they
66

This would never
Jose Fuentes

have happened
if we had
known about it.’ *
hold a special meeting Thurs., May 26.
By questioning the secrecy and the
legality of the decision, Fuentes hopes
that the'new proposal will be tabled. In
terms of the decision’s legality^ Fuentes
cited the case of a Rutgers student (Star
Ledger, 5/12/77) who prompted g

judicial decision which states that
“student fees would not be used to
finance facilities other than Student
Centers:”
“I question the fact that the Board has
decided to build a sports complex with
student money,” Fuentes said.
He noted that the Board could table
their plan. After tabling it, they could
decide to reconsider the proposal, to
amend it or to totally reject it. Fuentes
added that this would not be the first
time that the Board chose this route after
making a decision.
The recent referendum involving the'
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Montclair Athletic Commission (MAC)
split represented an example of “turned,
tables” to Fuentes.
“We went through an. enormous
amount of trouble to explain our position
regarding the MAC split to the Board,”
Fuentes said. “ Later, when they made a
decision regarding our money, we were
not even consulted.”
In a position paper distributed by
Fuentes regarding the Board’s decision,
Fuentes said that the new SGA
administration will be responsible for
explaining the increase to students when
it takes effect in September of 1977. He
added that for this reason, the 24 hour
notice was not fair to the SGA-elects who
will take office on Wed., June 1.
The next meeting o f the MSC Board is
now scheduled for Thurs., June 9.
However, the meeting might be
rescheduled to Thurs., May 26, which
coincides with Preztunik’s graduation.
For the present, Fuentes’ main
objective is to “stop the proposal here
and now.” If a special meeting is held,
Fuentes will speak to the Board as a
student rather than as SGA President
since his term begins on Wed., June 1.
Fuentes compared the decision to
raising taxes without consulting the
taxpayers. However, if the Board’s
Thursday night activity has taught
Fuentes anything, it’s this. “The worst
thing in the world is ignorance,” Fuentes
said. “This would never have happened if
we had known about it.”

RESOLUTIC
E ST A B L ISH IN G T H E STU D EN T CEN1
WHEREAS: The MSC Board o f Trustees has appro’
' Student Center Annex which will require a lease and
Facilities Authority and the New Jersey Board o f Hi)
charge a feë for this construction as required to meet a
WHEREAS: The projected finahcial requirements
Annex are estimated at approximately $280,000 per y
WHEREAS: It is necessary to have a fee separate ar
legal requirements and
WHEREAS: A separate and distinct new fee in
maximum of $12 per term will provide funds needed a
WHEREAS: By separate resolution the existing !
reduced 50 cents per credit hour from $2.50 per crédit
WHEREAS: The effect, of the aforementionec
aforementioned 50 cents per credit hour decrease yie
. or $6 per term, be it therefore
RESOLVED: That a Student Center Anneÿ Buildii
a maximum of $12 per term, effective Thurs-,, Sept. 1,
„ R ESO LU TIO
R E D U C IN G T H E STU D EN T U b
WHEREAS: The Board of Trustees has approved
Student Center Annex which will require a lease and
Facilities Authority and the New Jersey Board o f Hig
charge a fee for this construction as required to meet aj
WHEREAS: The projected financial Requirements
Annex are estimated at approximately $280,000 per yt
WHEREAS: By separate resolution the aforementi
Center Annex Fee o f $1 per credit hour which must 1
existing Student Union Building (SUB) fee because o f 1
WHEREAS: The existing SUB.fee of $2.50 per crei
$30 per term can be reduced to $2 per credit hour w
maintaining adequate revenues.t'for amortization of
requirements by the college, be it therefore
RESOLVED: That the existing SUB fee be'reduced
$24 per term, effective Thurs., Sept. 1,1977.

R ESO LU TIO
R E Q U E S T IN G R E V IS IO N O F T H E S
AwD
E STA B LISH M EN T O F A N A T H I
WHEREAS: The effectiveness o f the existing Stud
full-time undergraduates does not fully respond ito ti
responding to the effects of inflationary costs upon exis
WHEREAS: The SGA has voted to extend the
undergraduate students and has further agreed to a
separate athletic activity fee to be established and
WHEREAS: The existing manner of assessing the Stt
semester hours carried and
WHEREAS: Current regulations limit participate
undergraduates,-such that a flat rate fee is more practica
WHEREAS: A full-time undergraduate student is de;
study such that he is actually enrolled for 12 or more sei
RESOLVED: That a Student Activity fee of $2 per
pOT).ime undergraduate students, effective Thursj, Sept.
RESOLVED: That the Board o f Higher Education
Student- Activity fee to $2 per semester credit hour for
credits per semester er d further
e ^ b lish an Athleti
full-time undergraduate students, both to be effective Fi

V.

Montclarion/Page 3

LUTTONS

E S O L U T IO N î
ÎT U N IO N A N D STU D EN T C E N T E R A N N EX
JIL D IN G F E E S
FOR
T R A T IV E PU R PO SES
es has approved a concept letter for the construction o f a
: a lease and agreement with the New Jersey Educational
Board of Higher Education which requires the Board to
ed to meet annual debt payments and
this Board is approving the reduction of the existing
the establishment of a new Student Center Annex fee
and vary only in that unit prices per credit hour and

Prez Takes Last Stand

By B arbara Ponsi v
Thursday night, the Board o f Trustees
voted to increase the Student Union
Building (SUB) fee $12 ($6 per semester),
effective this fall and Maryanne
Preztunik, SGA President, was one o f the
only people at the meeting pushing for it.
The fee increase will reportedly be
used to finance the construction o f a
Student Center -annex and 30 acres of
new outdoor recreational fields.
es as a single invoiced item would consolidate procedures
The annex wifi'house new athletic
it therefore
facilities and several offices which are
e and the new Student Center Annex fee be consolidated
presently located in Life Hall. However,
Fee” at a consolidated rate of $3 per credit hour with a
the proposed plans do not clarify whether
s., Sept; 1,1977.
students will essentially be paying for a
ESO LUTION:
relocation of administrative offices or if
•ENT C E N T E R A N N EX B U ILD IN G F E E
their money will go for totally
;es has approved a concept letter for the construction of a
student-oriented facilities such as student
î a lease and agreement with the New Jersey Educational
activities offices and possibly a movie
Board o f Higher Education which requires the Board, to
theater and a bowling alley.
red to meet annual debt payments and
On Friday, Preztunik said she realized
equirements for the construction of the Student Center
the questions that the plan raised
80.000 per year beyond funds already available and
following extensive discussions with Katie
ie separate and distinct from other fees in order to satisfy
Mulheren, SGA Treasurer, Jose Fuentes,
SGA
President-elect
and
Jules
new fee in the. amount of $1 per credit hour with i
Korzeniowski, SGA Treasurer-elect, all of
nds needed and
whom spoke against the fee increase at
he existing Student Union Building (SUB) fee is being
the Board meeting.
50 per crédit hour to $2 per credit hour and
She admitted that she had been
orementioned $1 per credit hour increase and the
pushing for a plan which she did not
decrease yields a net increase of 50 cents per credit hour
know enough about, although she insisted
that she believed she had been acting in
nine* Building Fee established at $1 per credit hour with
the best interests n f students ;at the time.
ursi, Sept. 1, 1977.
“On Thursday night, I believed the
^SOLUTION:
resolution should be passed; We have a
JD E N T U N IO N B U IL D IN G F E E
space problem on campus and if there
as approved a concept letter for the construction of a
was any delay. in the proposal being
a lease and agreement with the New Jersey Educatiqnal
enacted, it would have meant a year’s
Board o f Higher Education which requires the Board to
delay for the plan and I didn’t think it
ed to meet annual debt payments and
was worth it,” she explained.
Preztunik has since written a letter to
îquiiements for the construction of the Student Center
10.000 per year beyond funds available and
Gerald LeBoff, Chairman o f the Board of
Trustees, saying she made a “mistake” in
e aforementioned funds are obtained by a. new Student
urging die Board to pass the resolution
which must be established separate and distinct from the
! because o f legal requirements and
and asking that a special meeting be held
on Thurs., May 26 for the Board to
2.50 per credit hour for all students with a maximum of
reconsider their decision and hopefully
redit hour with a maximum of $24 per term while still
move to table it.
rtizatibn of the existing Student Union amortization
“ I believe- that what has been done cah
be undone,” she said confidently.
e beueduced to $2 p ér credit hour with a maximum of
77.
Despite Preztunik’s contention that she
had the students’ best interests in mind,
-SO LU T IO N :
the only two students who-were aware of
1 O F T H E ST U D E N T A C T IV IT Y F E E
the
fact that the Board would be
AND
considering
a SUB fee increase for the
r A N A T H L E T IC A C T IV IT Y F E E
proposed construction were herself and
îjpistingj Student Activity fee of $30 per semester for
Mulheren, up until the day before the
îspond ito the needs of part-time undergraduates, nor/
Board meeting when the newly elected
sts upon existing programs and
SGA officers found out about it.
extend the Student Activity fee to add part-time
Elliot Mininberg, Vice President for
agreed to a revise4 fee structure which will enable a i
Administration
and
Finance, sent
ed and
■" - ■"
Preztunik a copy of the proposals in
:ssing the Student Activity fee is on the basis of student
mid-April but asked her to keep it quiet
until he was able to present them to the
participation in intercollegiate athletics to full-time
Board, she explained.
nore practical for an athletic activity fee and
^ ‘It was just a courtesy,” Preztunik
itudent is defined as a student admitted to a course of
said. “ I respect the requests o f other
2 or more semester credit hours, now be it therefore
people. I thought that he (Mininberg)
se of $2 per semester credit hour be established for all
meant he would discuss it with the Board
Thursi, Sept. 1,1977 and be it further informally and I didn’t know that it
;r Education be requested for authority to revise the
would come up at this particular Board
¡dit hour for all undergraduates up to a maximum of 12
meeting until I got the agenda two days
sh an Athletic, Activity fee of $10 per semester for all
earlier.”
e effective Fri., Sept, 1 ,1 9 7 5 .^
_______
j
Preztunik outlined the series of events

"

'~\

■»■mi

that led to the aptions taken at
Thursday’s Board meeting:
In fhid-April, Mininberg sent her a
proposal which called for "a $15 increase
in the SUB fee. “I was very much against
it,” Preztunik said, “as much as I believed
that the development of the quarry was
inr the students’ interests. I had adiscussion with him (Mininberg) and told
him that while I thought the $15 figure
was too high, I could see a $10 increase
being justified.”
Following the discussion, Mininberg
sent Preztunik a revised plan during the
first week of May, which called for a $12
SUB fee increase. Preztunik called it a
“compromise figure.”
“I was in favor of the increase because
I believed fit would be used for
student-oriented facilities,” she said.
The actual resolution that the Board
passed calls for a lowering of the present

SUB fee, the institution of a Student
Center annex construction fee and the
subsequent consolidation of the two,
amounting to a $6 increase per semester.
“If I had asked the Board to table the
proposal I’m sure they would have,”
Preztunik said. She added that she
believed she had been instrumental in
getting the decision passed.
In architect’s sketches for the proposed
annex, several administrative offices in
life Hall are included.
“ I beli&ved it was * an architect’s
schematic drawing and not an ironclad
presentation,” she reasoned. “ I thought
that the inside of-the building was up for
grabs but subsequent discussions have
raised more than enough questions in my
mind.”
'
~
“Since I talked the Board into passing
it, I think I can talk them out of it,” she
said.

■W*. -i», H as

M aryanne Preztunik
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Wasn’t

In fact, it was only May 12, 1977 when
students at MSC who attended the open
meeting of the Board of Trustees were given
a chance to realize that they have no power
on this campus.
SGA President Maryanne E. Preztunik
was elected by students last semester to
represent them. Proper representation in any
form of government is based on two
important facts. Firstly, it is necessary for
the public figure to speak to the people who
are being represented. Secondly, it is
necessary for the elected official to have
allegiance to one group, i.e. the people who
are represented. (
It’s slightly difficult to represent your
constituency properly when you neglect to
talk to them. Preztunik, unfortunately ran
into this problem. When she should have
been informing students about a possible fee
increase, she was busy keeping secrets with
Elliot Mininberg, Vice President for
Administration and Finance. This leaves any
individual with the impression that Preztunik
is more interested in making friends with
administrators than in representing her
constituency.
Mininberg pointed out at the Board
meeting that it will be extremely difficult to
bill students this year if his proposal is not
passed immediately. Many things in Jife are
difficult. Many students, in fact, will find it
very difficult to pay more money in fees next
semester for an annex that they will probably
never see if they are on MSC’s four year
plan.
Board Chairman Gerald LeBoff noted at
the same meeting that he would have been
“delighted” to inform students about the fee
increase. We, also, would have been
delighted to be informed about our money.
Mininberg and LeBoff both stated that the
information might have affected this year’s
SGA elections.
Elections in the communist countries of
the world might be affected by such
incidentals as two people running for one
office. If the average voter was equipped
with ESP, Watergate might have affected the
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campaign of former President Richard M.
Nixon. LeBoff went so far as to say that the
information, would have been destructive to
the election and might have affected the
results. It’s great to see that the
administration is watching out for SGA
elections. It’s not so great, however, to see
that they are withholding information in
order to affect election results.
SGA President-elect Jose Fuentes cannot
be blamed for the secrecy involved in the
new resolutions. He was informed about
those resolutions approximately 24 hours
before the meeting took place. One Board
member went so far, in fact* to state that
Fuentes and the rest of the newly elected
SGA administration did not “officially
exist.”
However, based on the administration’s
activities over the last two months, it is
unfortunate that the resolutions were passed.
Mininberg stated that the resolutions will be
redesigned if the new SGA administration
presents some rational arguments against the
new plan. It’s doubtful, though, that anything
will be changed after it is passed.
Fuentes noted in an. interview after the
Board meeting that the incident provided him
with a lesson. The lesson was that ignorance
is one of the worst things in the world.
The
me e ting taught
the
MONTCLARION another lesson. We are
sure that it is mere coincidence that the
resolution was brought before the Board on
the week following the MONTCLARION’s
last issue. We are also sure that it is merely
coincidental that the resolution was brought
to the attention of students between SGA
administrations. It is also coincidental that
the resolution was passed directly after the
MSC community voted to raise another
student fee in the MAC referendum.
But let’s not dwell on coincidences.
Instead we’ll dwell on lessons. Fuentes is
probably right in saying that ignorance is one
of the worst things in the world. The
M ONTCLARION on ce thought that
ignorance was followed by apathy in
unnecessary evils. Now w e’re not so sure.

