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President Koppell Expands
Relationship with Paterson
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University President Jonathan Koppell speaking at another event earlier in February.

Aidan lvers
Staff Writer

ontclair State stu-

dents gave their

perspectives re-

garding President
Koppell's decision to invest
one million dollars to revamp
Eastside High School in Pater-
son, New Jersey.

Montclair State University
President Jonathan Koppell
made an appearance at East-
side High School in Paterson,
New Jersey on Thursday, Feb.
2 to highlight the investment
of $1 million in grant money to
the school.

The grant comes from a
program that Koppell started
during his time in Arizona.
According to an article done
by NJ.com, One Square Mile
is the initiative developed by
Koppell while he was Dean of
Watts College of Public Ser-
vice and Community Solutions
at Arizona State University
and the grant comes from the
Geraldine R. Dodge Founda-
tion. During that time, Kop-
pell addressed poverty in the
Maryvale community around
the Phoenix area.

The article describes how
Paterson's poverty rate is more
than twice the average rate
in New Jersey and 25% of its
neighborhood is living below
the poverty line.

It also explains how Koppell

went to Paterson with a vision:
to make Eastside High School a
community hub with free meals,
mental health counseling and
healthcare opportunities for its
families and 2,000 students in
attendance.

Students on campus gave
their opinions on the financial
move by Koppell. Liam Maloy,
a junior information technology
major, said it would be benefi-
cial for the community.

" think it's a great way to help
low-income students and build
the proper infrastructure in an
area such as Paterson,"' Maloy
said.

Suhani Patel, a junior biology
and medical humanities major,
shared how it would be a ben-
efit to students looking to invest
in higher education.

'l think it's a very interesting,
understandable and smart de-
cision to reinvest into the com-
munity especially because it's a
good opportunity for all those
students to come to university if
they have better resources and
are being more invested into,"
Patel said. "With the education
system in America, the reason
why kids drop out of school so
early or they decide not to go
to college is from the educa-
tion system with the lack of
[resources], and it can be espe-
cially hard for students of low-
income communities."

Patel also pointed out how
while it may be a good deci-

sion for the Paterson community,
there still could be better invest-
ments made on Montclair State's
campus.

"Nevertheless, given that [Kop-
pell] is the president of the uni-
versity, if the grant would be given
toward it, I think there are a lot of
places within [Montclair State]
that could be invested into," Patel
said. "For instance, safety, wheth-
er it's more cameras around The
Village or better shuttle services
so students aren't late to classes.
Also, with Science Hall, there
aren't a lot of resources in it and
it's a tiny building and as a STEM
major, I think a lot of aspects
are very outdated and it draws

a5~

students away from wanting to
do research or spend time there
compared to a building like the
[Feliciano School of Business]."

Ronnie Murphy, a junior film-

making major, echoed Patel's
words regarding a good invest-
ment in the community.

"I think it's a very generous

donation to the school,” Murphy
said. "Especially that is helping
those kids in need that probably

wouldn't have those facilities pre-
viously and for future generations
to be able to flourish in that com-
munity."

While some students of Mont-

clair State are skeptical of the
decisions being made by the uni-

Lynise Olivacce | The Montclarion

versity, Murphy circled back
to the idea of the investment
being a good thing for Pater-
son, but work still needs to be
done across campus.

"I know personally that a
lot of people on campus [that]
don't believe the money is go-
ing in the right place," Mur-
phy said. "I feel this is one of
those decisions where it is go-
ing in the right place to help
people out. I do wish though
they would make smarter
decisions for campus if they
are going to have this kind of
money to fund [things] such
as Eastside High School."

Liam Maloy said the investment toward Eastside High School

would be beneficial to the community.

Aidan Ivers | The Montclarion
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Chili's in the Blanton Hall food court.
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Labor Shortages Cut
Hours for Chili's

Kamil Santana
Assistant News Editor

Chili’s, located in Blanton
Hall, now opens at 5 p.m. The
later hour has upset some stu-
dents but helped others as most
dining places close early.

There are many factors to the
decision to limit Chili’s operat-
ing hours.

Jim Robinson is the direc-
tor of auxiliary services. He
manages the dining contract,
bookstore contract and card
services.

Chartwells, the campus din-
ing service and Robinson, rep-
resenting the university, agreed
on the decision to change oper-
ating hours in July of last year.

"Final hours are based on
complying with students' de-

mands, and reviewing data as
to when it would satisfy the ma-
jority of our students of having
a restaurant open," Robinson
said. “Customer demand is very
low because of the pandemic
and labor [shortages].”

However, the noise level from
Blanton Hall's dining area gen-
erated concern from residents.

“Well, [Blanton] is a residence
hall and the residents upstairs
started complaining about the
noise down in their food court
so that’s why I had to limit it to
10 p.m.,” Robinson said.

The decrease in students eat-
ing at Chili’s was another rea-
son behind the change. Some
menu options also decreased in
favorability.

"Customer preferences, fre-
quency of visits, price to the cus-

tomer, quality of service, menu
variety each directly impact
changes in service hours or
continuance of a dining venue,"
Robinson said. "Those changes
that best meet the needs of the
campus community, at large,
go into dining-related changes."
Robert Tagliaferro, a senior
film and television major, said
he doesn’t mind the change in
hours as a campus resident.

“I enjoy it," Tagliaferro said.
"The only thing is that [Chili’s]
doesn’t serve on weekends any-
more.”

Alex Fadil, a junior sports
communications major and
commuter, was not aware of
the change in operating hours
at Chili’s.

“Every single time I'm in
Blanton it’s closed," Fadil said.

"l don’t exactly know what times
[it’s open]. I originally thought it
was not open period because of
the fact that it was never open
when [ was there. That’s the rea-
son why [ haven'’t gotten to try it
because [of] my schedule. I've
noticed the change since the fall
semester. Most of the stuff on
campus is closed past a certain
time."

Jossie Mejia, a senior psychol-
ogy major, is upset with the deci-
sion and responds in support of
food service workers.

“With regards to the jobs,
that’s always unfortunate," Me-
jia said. "These people have put
in their regular hours, they put
in the regular work and all of a
sudden it just got cut on them. I
feel responsible as a student if
it’s based on client interest. For

them to open at 5 p.m. That's
a five-hour workday. That’s not
much at all. People are now go-
ing to have to go get [another]
part-time job. ”

Mejia is appreciative of
Chili’s as it is one of the estab-
lishments on campus that is
open until 10 p.m.

“Personally, as a commuter,
it did help me the other day,"
Mejia said. "I didn’t have [any-
thing] to eat and it was late like
around 8:30 p.m. and they were
still open. They were the only
store on campus open. That
really helped me out because I
hadn'’t eaten since 12 p.m. that
day.”

[:._ 1| .
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Robert Tagliaferro is a campus resident and has
not been affected by Chili's change in operating
hours.

Kamil Santana | The Montclarion

Jossie Mejia saw beyond the change in operating hours and

thought of the service workers who won't be working more

than part-time hours.

Kamil Santana | The Montclarion
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The Center for Enviornmental and Life Sciences Building is set to get a new name.

Lynise Olivacce | The Montclarion

Science Building to be Re-Named

Carley Campbell
Staff Writer

Financial literacy cours-
es, a new name for Science
Hall, changes to gen eds.
The Montclair State Univer-
sity Senate held its monthly
meeting on Wednesday, Feb.
15 over Zoom to discuss a se-
ries of new updates as well as
changes to be made through-
out the college campus.
Among these new additions in-
clude a financial literacy course
for students, a new name for
Science Hall, and eventual
changes to the school's gen-
eral education course schedule.

One of the first topics dis-
cussed, the renaming of Sci-
ence Hall, was brought up to
honor the legacy of Irvin D.
Reid. This was discussed by
Dr. Saundra Collins Reid, the
President of Montclair State
University between 1989 to
1997 and was responsible for
the transformation of Mont-
clair State College to Montclair
State University among other
things. Reid is notably one of
the few Presidents of Montclair
State University to not have
a building named after them.
There will be a survey on the
importance of gen ed require-
ments going out to faculty. It is
unclear when students will have
input on this, as well as when
said survey will be going out.

A Wiley Survey found that
Y4 of students would be more
involved if courses emulated
future careers. In the meeting,
student retention as well as
engagement made for a major
challenge for courses as well
as faculty. Provost Junius Gon-
zales noted that perhaps a new
core curriculum could poten-
tially allow for more changes to
student engagement as well as
retention. There is a potential
focus on curriculum changes to
reflect real-world scenarios be-
yond the confines of a classroom.

For Cameryn Martin, a

junior sports communica-
tion major, this is something
that should be addressed
sooner rather than later.
"The way you need to look at
it is like this: we will be adults
in the real world soon," Mar-
tin said. "People need to have
these real-life situations come
up. At first, it will hurt the stu-
dents in the short term because
a lot of them are being exposed
to something they have never
done before in their entire lives,
but five, 10, or 20 years from
now they will see the benefits
of being exposed to that kind
of stuff when they were still
in a controlled environment."
Student engagement challeng-
es, enrollment/retention issues,
financial and emotional stress,
uncertainty about the future
and the gap between faculty
and student perspectives main-
tained a significant issue for
those involved in the meeting.
For junior film and televi-
sion major Emily McCormack,
a member of several clubs in-
cluding 90.3 WMSC Upper
Montclair and Video Produc-
tion Club, the best solution
could be club involvement.
"I think that student involve-
ment fairs should be more fre-
quent and more widely adver-

tised," McCormck said. "I am
part of multiple clubs on cam-
pus and didn’t even realize how
soon after the spring semester
started there would be another
fair, and so I couldn'’t partici-
pate with such last-minute no-
tice. I think it's also important
for individual organizations to
emphasize how welcome they
are to students of all grades
and majors, and how willing
they are to work with students
who are trying to get their feet
wet with campus involvement."
A financial literacy course has

been announced and will be
put in place in fall 2023. Initial-
ly created to be a three-credit
course based out of the Felici-
ano School of Business, this is
now its own site. Rollout will be
gradual, at the moment there
is no one-factor log in much
like other university sites. In-
terested persons can visit the
site at: montclair.igrad.com.

Sophomore sociology ma-
jor, Sarah Chandler, believes
that a site could work best.

"I think that it’s important
that financial literacy is a pro-

gram accessible to all students
rather than a class,” Chan-
dler said. "I think making fi-
nancial literacy a class and
therefore charging students,
makes it inaccessible to the
students who need it most."

Besides these, there was
a significant discussion on
the upcoming campus cli-
mate focus groups as well
as the potential changes that
could be made to the campus
as a result of these groups.

=i ‘I

Emily McCormack believes events like job fairs need to be advertised more.

Photo courtesy Emily McCormack

Cameryn Martin said students need to be taught real world situations.

Photo courtesy Cameryn Martin
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Ukranian Professor
(continued from page 1)

Sal DiMaggio
Feature Editor

o Pavlo Lushyn and count-
less other Ukrainians, the
possibility of a Russian inva-
sion seemed like something
out of a dystopian blockbuster movie.

“We somehow were expecting that
something bad may happen since De-
cember [of] 2021,” Lushyn said. “But
nobody believed that. We just thought
[the Russians] were frightening us,
just so we [would] behave in favor of
them.”

But as the whole nation of Ukraine
soon realized, that dystopia was to
become a reality. On Feb. 24, 2022,
Russian troops invaded and turned
Lushyn’s life upside down.

Lushyn is a research professor of
educational foundations at Montclair
State University. In Ukraine, he is the
chair of the Department of General
and Practical Psychology at the Uni-
versity of Educational Management
and a leading scholar in educational
psychology.

Fleeing From Home

But none of his titles mattered when
explosions rocked the city of Kyiv,
where Lushyn lived and worked at the
time.

“We got up very early [on the morn-
ing of Feb. 24] because there were
blasts somewhere in [the] distance,”
Lushyn said. “Explosions [I had] never
heard before.”

Lushyn and his wife made their way
to a nearby basement-turned-bomb
shelter, spending a few frightening
days there.

“So we slept there, and every other
hour we woke up because the walls
were shuddering,” Lushyn said.

At first, Lushyn thought that things
would return to normal soon.

“My son [who was in Germany at the
time] started to ask me to leave [Kyiv],”
Lushyn said. "And I was not ready to
do so because I had plans, I had [my]
schedule of classes. And [the] next day,
I had to go to this university council
[meeting] which I am, as a chair, a part
of."

But once Lushyn realized that the
Russians could bomb the bridge which
led out of Kyiv, he made the decision to
leave. Lushyn and his wife first went to
Poltava, where his parents were from,
and then traveled to Kropyvnytskyi,
where he grew up.

After spending a few days traveling,
including some nights when Lushyn
and his wife had to sleep in their car in
freezing temperatures, Lushyn made
his way to the border of Moldova, a
neighboring country.

“We [waited] in line for about 10
hours,” Lushyn said. “I didn't sleep
much and I [didn’t have the] possibil-
ity to sleep at all because the line was
moving and if I started [to sleep], I
would lose my place in the line.”

After finally crossing the border,
Lushyn and his wife spent two days at
a friend's house in Moldova. They then
traveled to Romania, where they also
spent two days.

Lushyn said that the hospitality of
the Moldovians and Romanians is
what helped him and his wife get
through those challenging days.

themontclarion.org

Since coming to Montclair State, Pavlo Lushyn has fit in nicely a

an education foundations professor.

“All the Romanians and Moldavians
would help us,” Lushyn said. “They
would provide some gasoline or mon-
ey to refuel. And the people were re-
ceptive and so hospitable. Sometimes
I was just going in my direction and
the cars would give me signals and I
didn't know [what they were]. And then
[ understood that they saw my license
plates and it was [Ukrainian] and they
would just [say] hello to me.”

It was at that point when a former
student of Lushyn’s offered him a place
to stay in Germany, in a town named
Hausham near Munich. Lushyn and
his wife would spend four months
there before they finally could come to
the United States.

Coming to the Nest

While in Germany, Lushyn reached
out to some contacts he had at Mont-
clair State, beginning a long and com-
plicated process to bring him to the
United States.

Maughn Gregory, a professor in the
educational foundations department,
has known Lushyn since he was a vis-
iting scholar twenty years ago with the
Institute for the Advancement of Phi-

Pavlo Lushyn, wrapped in an Ukrainian flag, attends an event in Germany.

losophy for Children. He described the
first contact he had with Lushyn about
coming to Montclair State.

“[He] just let us know that he and
his wife had escaped and immigrated
to Germany,” Gregory said. “They
were looking for a place to live and to
work. He was just asking if we knew of
anything. And then, of course, we re-
sponded [that] we would love to try to
bring him here.”

Getting Lushyn to the United States
was a job easier said than done. Pablo
Tinio, chair of the education founda-
tions department at Montclair State,
noted how new and crazy the process
was.

“We've never done anything like that,
so it was really a learning-by-doing and
a trial-and-error sort of process,” Tinio
said. “There were many challenges:
missing paperwork that needed to be
found back in Ukraine when bombs
were falling, immigration issues given
the timeline that was needed to bring
[Lushyn] here and many more.”

Meanwhile, back in Germany, all
Lushyn could do was wait.

“Europe was overcrowded with

Ukrainians,” Lushyn said. “[They

Photo courtesy of Pavlo Lushyn

were] everywhere. And the line at [the]
American embassy in Germany was
three months [long].”

Because of the number of refugees,
it seemed like Lushyn wouldn’t have
been able to come to the United States
until Oct. 2022. But one August morn-
ing, on a whim, he decided to go to the
embassy to see if anything could be
done.

“There was [something one] morn-
ing, [ just said to my son, ‘Maybe there's
something changing. Maybe people
would do something and maybe the
line will be not that long,” Lushyn said.

That’s when a “miracle” happened:
on that day, there was a spot for a visa
open. Lushyn was coming to the Unit-
ed States.

A New Home

It’s been six months since Lusyhn
moved into an on-campus apartment
in Hawks Crossings with his wife, and
something that he still hasn’t gotten
used to is the amount of attention he
has gotten.

“I'm just like a celebrity,” Lushyn
said, smiling a little bit. “People [will]
always come up to me and say, ‘How
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Pavlo Lushyn is a leading scholar in educational psychology in Ukraine, and has transferred
his skills to his role at Montclair State University.

are you? Maybe you need some help.’
And [then there are] the interviews
and TV sessions, which I [haven’t] very
much [gotten] used to, but that's my
only way [of just saying] thank you to
all those people who are doing great
[things] for me and my family.”

Having been a professor for a little
over a semester now, Lushyn spoke
about his experience teaching at Mont-
clair State.

“The students are the same, al-
though the facilities are absolutely
fantastic,” Lushyn said. “They have
computers, they have the labs— well,
they have everything which they need.
The technology is way better than in
Ukraine.”

Despite the differences in technol-
ogy, there was one thing Lushyn found
that Ukrainian and American students
have in common: slang.

“Sometimes it's way more difficult to
get what they mean, but, well, we get
along quite okay,” Lushyn said.

Others have noted how Lushyn has
flourished while at Montclair State.
Gregory talked about what Lushyn
brings to the educational foundations
department.

“His scholarly outlook is pretty
unique,” Gregory said. “Through the
years he has developed a particu-
lar outlook on educational psychol-
ogy and the psychological dynamics
of what happens in classrooms with
different kinds of pedagogy, which is
tremendously important for us.”

Tinio also described what he has
seen from Lushyn during his time at
Montclair State.

“He’s constantly trying to learn new
things, experimenting with different
ways of engaging his students and vol-
unteering his time to help people back
in his home country, like spouses and
children of soldiers,” Tinio said. “He’s
a trained therapist, so he’s in a place
now where he can put that expertise to
use, to help his people, who are facing
life and death situations.”

War’s Mental Toll

While in Germany and even now
in the United States, Lushyn contin-
ues to meet online with Ukrainian stu-
dents. His job isn't about teaching out
of textbooks and lecturing about theo-
ries anymore, however. It's about mak-
ing sure that the students are mentally
sound in such chaotic times.

“We are just working and restoring
their health conditions, and coming up
with new ideas [on] how to build [the]
future: not only [the student’s] indi-
vidual future, but the common future,”
Lushyn said.

In addition to holding group therapy
sessions in his role as a leading Ukrai-
nian psychology scholar, Lushyn also
participates in international discus-
sion groups to guide students through
tough times. This way, students don’t
lose sight of their educational and pro-
fessional goals.

“The president of [the University of
Educational Management| came up
to me and said, ‘Do we have an idea
[of] how to hold this together so that
the students didn't leave for good?”
Lushyn said. “I said, ‘The only thing
is just to forget about the curriculum.’

[The goal is to] provide [the students
with] everything that will be helpful
[here and now]| just to survive [and] to
have a future."

For Lusyhn, this was the simplest
way that he could give back.

“I'm just doing what I can do,”
Lushyn said. “And not many professors
living abroad now can work so much
like I'm doing it, and it's owing to the
fact that I am safe here.”

The war didn’t just have a mental im-
pact on his students, though. Lushyn
also had to deal with the trauma of the
war in his own way.

“I have a lot of cases when people
are in the most dramatic situation in
their lives, and then they started to
grow, not just to overcome the nega-
tive adversity [of] all these things, but
to grow from it,” Lushyn said. “And it
looks like something which I [taught
for] 30 or 40 years [is] happening to
me now.”

Lushyn used a certain type of ar-
gumentative philosophy called Hegel’s
dialectic to accept all that has hap-
pened to him over the past year. In this
mindset, there is a thesis and its oppo-
site, the antithesis. There then comes
a stage of contradiction between these
two, which is eventually resolved in
what is known as the synthesis.

Lushyn used this philosophy when
it came to his thoughts on the war in
Ukraine.

“So I'm not quite sure in which
stage I'm now,” Lushyn said. “But even
[in] the course of [the] war, [there was
a time when it] was absolutely nega-
tive, and now Ukraine is moving into

Photo courtesy of Pavlo Lushyn

[an] absolutely positive scenario.”

A Look Ahead

In terms of what’s next for Lushyn,
he isn’t quite sure.

“I'm not much into {the] future’ now
because I'm not very young,” Lushyn
said. “That’s one thing. I'm doing what
I can do, and I never expected that I
[would] be doing it [at] my age so much
because [at] my age, I [could] retire.”

But retiring now for Lushyn wouldn’t
make any sense, not in the United
States.

“It looks like I'm not going to [re-
tire], because [being| retired when I'm
very productive [is not what I'd] love to
[do],” Lushyn said.

Returning to Hegel’s dialectic, com-
ing to Montclair State was the positive
antithesis to the negative thesis of the
war for Lushyn.

Lushyn expressed his desire to re-
turn to Ukraine, but he doesn't know
what life would hold for him there.

“Even [if] the war is over tomorrow,
for instance, I will [need] more years to
restore all [my] things because they ru-
ined everything,” Lushyn said. “I would
love to go there, but I'm not quite sure
if I'll be able to have a position at the
[University of Educational Manage-
ment], because that's hard to say.”

But whatever the case may be,
Lushyn plans on devoting himself to
his life’s work and giving back as much
as he can.

“I'm a lucky guy who first survived
and [now is] happy to be working and
doing the most interesting work in my
life,” Lushyn said.
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Media literacy is a crucial skill for college students to have.

Roxanne Gribbin
Assistant Feature Editor

College students consume a wide va-
riety of media on any given day. From
watching a news report about earth-
quakes happening halfway around the
world to streaming the newest comedy,
we take information in like a sponge.

But what's more important than
the information we take in is how we
interpret it. News literacy is crucial to
understanding how we do that.

According to the Center for Media
Literacy, media literacy is what allows
media consumers "to access, analyze,
evaluate, create and participate with
messages in a variety of forms."

Vanessa Greenwood, a communica-
tion and media arts professor at Mont-
clair State University, is a specialist
in media literacy. She explained why
media literacy is an important skill for
students to use.

"We need to understand that there's
a lot of information available to us, but
information is not the same as knowl-
edge," Greenwood said. "You've gotta

convert information that you access
into knowledge, and then knowledge
that you can apply in a productive,
truthful way, then becomes wisdom."

News literacy is a sub-topic of me-
dia literacy involving current and past
news. Montclair State's chapter of the
Public Relations Student Society of
America (PRSSA) is partnering with
the News Literacy Project in order to
spread news literacy to young adults
for the annual Bateman Case Study
Competition.

A survey done as part of the project
found that all of the 200 members of
the campus community who answered
questions believed misinformation ex-
ists, and 87% of them believe that they
can help fight misinformation.

Miriam Aguirre is a member of the
PRSSA who recently worked on the
project. She discussed how social me-
dia affects the way students consume
information.

"With social media, I feel like every
organization, every company is post-
ing information," Aguirre said. "Also,
people share more and it's quicker for
things to spread on social media."

Caitlin Agulian, a junior hospitality, sports,

Photo courtesy of Caitlin Agulian

events and tourism major, thinks critically

about the media she consumes.

Micah Sells, senior communications
and media studies major, described
how he understood media literacy.

“Media literacy is [an] awareness
that you have when engaging with cer-
tain media artifacts," Sells said. "So
an example [is] Kanye West [and his
music|. Being media literate would be
[knowing] not to play Kanye's music in
a mosque."

Sells also shared his own opinion
on social media and news literacy.

"Social media's a terrible place
to get your news from, but I feel [stu-
dents| will catch on to some event
that's happening through social me-
dia," Sells said. "I should probably take
more initiative to go to a different news
source every morning or something, or
a podcast I could listen to."

While some people get the news
on social media, some students do not
purposely seek out news whatsoever.
Greenwood shared some insight on
why this might be.

"Our world is in a very tumultu-
ous place," Greenwood said. "And so I
think for safety and sanity and for our
mental health, sometimes we block

Sal Dimaggio | The Montclarion

out that information."

Caitlin Agulian, a junior hospitality,
sports, events and tourism major, de-
scribed how she remains media liter-
ate.

“I take everything I read and think
about it,” Aguilan said. “I don’t just
read one article or watch one thing
and form my opinion. I try my best to
get every perspective before forming
my own opinion about a topic.”

Agulian also shared why she feels
that students like her become media
literate.

“I think it’s important for college
students to be media literate because
one day soon we will be out there hav-
ing to figure everything out," Agulian
said. "We need to be ready for what the
world brings to us and the best way to
do that is to keep up to date with me-
dia. But we also need to know what we
are talking about with knowledge and
our own opinions, not someone else’s
opinion that we heard."

Micah Sells, a senior communications and

wf
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Roxanne Gribbin | The Montclarion

media studies major, talked about how he

used media literacy in his day-to-day life.
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Claudia Martillo urges you to read '

'Daisy Jones and The Six'

' before the series adaptation hits the screens.

Claudia Martillo | The Montclarion

"DaisyJonesand The Six" TakesaLook
into the World of Rock and Roll

Claudia Martillo
Staff Writer

Rock and roll and love affairs, Taylor
Jenkins Reid’s “Daisy Jones and The
Six” tells the story of a 1970s rock
band’s rise and fall.

The book is told in the format of in-
terviews with members of the band
The Six decades after their abrupt
split while on tour in 1979. The in-
terviews were conducted with former
band members, family, friends and in-
dustry professionals who surrounded
them at the time.

Daisy Jones, our protagonist, is the
fierce and independent it-girl of music.
Originally from Hollywood Hills and
born to neglectful rich parents, Daisy
is a strong-willed singer and song-
writer with dreams of becoming a rock
star.

The other "Six" include: Billy Dunne,
the stubborn, passionate, and domi-
neering headman from Pittsburgh,
who is also the lead singer of The Six;
Graham Dunne, the lead guitarist;
Warren Rhodes, drummer; Pete Lov-
ing, bassist; Eddie Loving, rhythmic
guitarist; and Karen Karen, keyboard
player.

Once Daisy joins the band in the mid-
1970s, the band exceeds all expecta-
tions and garners widespread popu-
larity. However, the two hardheaded

personalities of Daisy and Billy cause
tension that eventually spirals into ru-
mors of a romance between the two.

Reflective of the real-life rock and
roll scene, Daisy’s struggle with addic-
tion makes things incredibly difficult
for Billy—a recovering addict who is
trying to stay dedicated to keeping his
sobriety for the sake of his wife and
children.

Though the two often butt heads,
they become captivated with one an-
other and consistently try to deny
their chemistry, which is evident to
the whole world (including Billy’s wife
Camilla Dunne). The two continue to
write together with conflicting feelings
that make for an incredible album,
“Aurora”.

The collaborative album gains mas-
sive acclaim and sets the band on
a journey for a world tour. The tour
brings up many different problems
between Daisy and Billy, as well as
other band members like Karen and
Graham that ultimately result in the
sudden separation of Daisy Jones and
The Six.

Reid’s unique style of storytelling
raises many ideas with the central
question: Is it possible to love more
than one person at the same time?
Alongside the romance, Reid ensures
to include commanding female char-
acters on and off the stage. The story

includes ideas of friendship, feminine
power, the struggle with addiction,
love for music and much more.
Many are quick to compare Daisy
Jones and The Six to the real-life
band Fleetwood Mac. Reid acknowl-
edges the influence that Stevie Nicks
and Lindsey Buckingham’s love story
had on her growing up, and how she
wanted to create a story that is com-
memorative of the life they shared.
Specifically, her desire to create a be-
loved story that highlights the "blurred
lines" of real life and performance.

[ was not able to put this book down
once I picked it up. I am always one to
read/watch/listen to any story that has
an amazing collection of characters,
specifically women. Reid is an author
that never fails to deliver a complex
and compelling story with characters
that readers are sure to relate to. I've
read many of her other books like “The
Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo”,
“Malibu Rising”, and “Carrie Soto is
Back." Reid does an excellent job of
establishing female characters as in-
tricate individuals rather than cater-
ing to many common female character
book tropes like damsels in distress,
manic pixie dream girls, the girl next
door and more.

The two most stand-out characters
in this book are Daisy Jones and Ca-
milla Dunne. Both are vastly unlike

each other in their lifestyles, yet they
share many similar characteristics.
Daisy appears to long for stardom,
but when it comes down to it, she as-
pires to be truly loved for who she is.
Her journey with romance and self-
destructiveness, though difficult to wit-
ness, portrays a real-life experience of
those struggling with addiction.

Camilla is both kind-hearted and a
force to be reckoned with. Though she
is not a part of the band, she is a driv-
ing force behind Billy’s work. She puts
all her faith in Billy for the promise of a
happy life together. Daisy and Camilla
create their own paths for their ideal
lives, but these visions directly affect
one another.

Similarly to the band, the book has
received immense attention, earning
it a place as a "New York Times" best-
seller and an on-screen adaption with
Amazon Prime Video. The show stars
Riley Keough as Daisy Jones and Sam
Claflin as Billy Dunne. The miniseries
is set to premiere on March 3rd, 2023.
As a fan of many book-to-screen mov-
ies and shows, I'm excited to see how
the story is brought to life in the new
series. I have trust in Sam Clafin, a
seasoned veteran of movies with book
origins, that this adaption will do the
book justice.
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What's something you’ve learned in previous
relationships or friendships?
By Lynise Olivacce

“Trust your instincts if something doesn’t
feel right, don’t try to make excuses for it.”

Emily Brot
Freshman
Elementary Education

“To not give my input when it’s not needed,
because they’ll eventually figure out what
they want on their own. Because it's not go-
ing to change their opinion.”

Hailey Slyvchak
Sophomore
Elementary Education

“Don’t let people walk all over you. Your
worth is very important. It was very hidden
in my past relationship. So I finally have
learned self-respect. I got to think about
myself a little bit more, next time around
which is something that ['ve never done.”

Sophia Del Monte
Sophomore
Business Administration
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“I've had many times where I kind of kept
clinging on to someone who probably was
not interested and they kept sort of giving me,
the side eye or not giving me the time or at-
tention that you would expect out of someone
that you’re kind of talking to. So I learned that
when I'm talking to someone who's not really
looking for anything out of a relationship or a
friendship, I learned when to sort of just back
out of that.”

Dan McGuigan
Junior
Visual Communication Design

“People definitely change. I feel like the
friendship that I had with a certain per-
son [changed because| we’re at different
points in our lives and we've definitely
grown apart. [ feel like we don’t have the
same goals in life, looking towards the
same things. ”

X’Zayvonne Rousseau-Coley
Freshman
Undecided

“Sometimes you have to do more to keep
the relationship going, but at the same time,
you shouldn’t do too much to where you kind

of lose yourself in that person, and put so
much focus on them if they’re not returning
that same energy back. Because, you know,

if the person is not giving that same energy
back, then there’s no point in the
relationship.”

Kamille Bryant
Freshman
Psychology




PAGE 12

Katie Lawrence
Video Editor

Hannah Effinger
Production Editor

Capricorn
Dec. 22 - Jan. 19

This week is feeling blue for you Capricom, and by blue | dons
miean sad. | mean blue like Gonzo from the Muppets. | see Mup-
pebs from Space in your fubure this week - and if thab vision
i=n't fulfiled, watch your back. | can's be responsible if you find
yourself being shob out of a cannon if you don't give Gonezo 87
minutes of your bime.

HOroscopes

Nicky Vidal
Assistant Production Editor

themontclarion.org

Colin Luderitz
Assistant Opinion Editor

Avery Nixon
Opinion Editor

Cancer
Jun. 21 - Jul. 22

Hey Cancer. . . we nead bo balk. Reports have been made
that you've been appearing in everyone's dreams. Whab
are you doing? It's Pisces season. It's nob your time.

Aquarius
Jan. 20 - Feb. 18

AQUARIUS BABY! This week you are being bestowed the “get
ouls of jail free” horoscope! Show bhis horoscope bo any police
officer and we guaranbee you won't geb arresbed for any
heinous crimes you commit! (For legal reasons, this is a_joke.
The Montclarion does nob offer “get out of jail free” cards.
Just hard-hibting journalism.)

Leo
Jul. 23 - Aug. 22

Hey leo be careful out there, according Go Ghe charts Mer-
cury is in rebrograde boday so make sure you don't walk
around with a bowl of chili unless its covered and sealed!

Pisces
Feb. 19 - Mar. 20

Pisces! It's finally your season! It's also finally time bo sbop

hoping your ex will send you a happy birthday bexi! | know
you senk; bhem one, but Ghey don’s owe you anything!

Virgo
Aug. 23 - Sep. 22
Hello beautiful Virgos! Quick question: have you drank waber

in Ehe last 6 hours? Well if not, please do. Your significant
obher and your cab can't Gake much more of this chaos.

Aries
Mar. 21 - Apr. 19

Aries, maybe you should stop listening to Ceilings by Lizzy
McAlpine. | know it's an amazing song, and Lizzy is the
fubure, but please. Your family is getting concemed. You're
going bo geb sick if you keep making bikboks in Ghe rain.

Libra

Sep. 23 - Oct, 22

How many sandwiches do you bhink you could consume
in one sitting? What would be your sandwich of choice?

5it on that question this week, Libra. Your answer will
take you places | could not and would not guide yow.

Taurus
Apr. 20 - May 20

Hey Taurus, embarrassing stuft happens to everybody. Dont get
too worked up about the NBC News reportiers brying to film your
hands that you're super nsecure about. 'm sure no one will
notice how short and stubby Ghey are!

Gemini
May 21 - Jun. 20
Do you carry a written waiver around Ghats lets you act like

that? No? Then please, have an ounce of decorum Ghis week.
You're exhausting me.

Scorpio
Oct. 23 - Nov. 21

Hey Scorpio. Are you watching those movies because you
enjoy them, or because you hope your friends will recognize
that your Letberboxd feed is a quiet cry for help? Because | like
La La Land as much as the nexb guy, bub four times in one
week seems like there's something else going on.

Sagitbarius
Nov. 22 - Dec. 21

SZA's S0S bour startbed bhis week Sagitbarius. did you get bick-
ebs? No? Me either. If any Harry Styles fans can beach me how bo
sneak into a concert lelk me know, 'm getbing more desperabe as
the shows pass.
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The Montclarion Crossword Puzzie and More!
The Muppets Edition

By Hannah Effinger

Across Down

3. The Muppets take __ is a 1984 classic where the Mup- 1. Gonzo’s unofficial species.

pets try to find their way to broadway. 2. The actress who plays Nadya, the warden of Gulag
4. The green muppet who loves singing about rainbows. 38B, in "Muppets Most Wanted" (2014).

6. Gonzo’s chicken wife. 3. The title of the duet Miss Piggy and Amy Adam’s
7. The name of Kermit’s nephew. character sing together in “The Muppets” (2011).

5. The blue whatever from space.

Sudoku Word Search

5[3] [ [7]
6 195

6 3
3

~N A
o

N

(o)

—
N c 0O Zr omnz < NGO XNGB<CSMEC AN
M T N omOMN@DMO 4 4 cCcmo o X T M+
TA VM- PO NODODODDL®D®DN<LC O HOD
MmO Pk EHZEZNZmDMOTDTMMNM®DZEZW P I <
H Wn,/ O = D » H < W Z A 2 C 40O H D P ZE <
H mMmEZ M H 4 M=z 2 < » © I OG6CmMm®EmMmMTIr <
O < M oODTrrIoPr=Z=wuzxe<ITxOoOcz=zr -
N O Ax P ormoDdDumrrrxNMHNDRPZE
T 41 Nor DTPr 2O X XCNMm=AMMXMDMG
H 2 r  ON=®2GOGuwmcHNHAHHAH=<N®DOTZ
I EH W WIDTHAGOOLGB=DODrCLOLTTIMmEODEE
EX OO wmMuwmXmh DE EmM-A D I E
mxX »»nNn=<MnN®=®=<=0 =2 o000 mMm+HAmm23» x mMm™>D
- " m N O < om w7 X T w4 =2 0w N oV I
- = 4 O umnmExNCDXTIS-<C<CcWUWVNIZETI -TIEZ
¥ T A MmMr £ O e EHIC< GOWMAOMOH
Z mHAH < m < < < N O 4 X I D < wunwrm+HA©Q
D X M m << X Pp E £ 2 Z 0 L0 M A X 1D Z WUV H
4 L oTmMmGa=zmMmZENTDXrCrOroDZ2 A oD oMmMmDO
mEz »m«< 60 < o4 nNn<MN2®o2®@<=xX-<9D03$ T = Wn

oo Bl o
~J
O

Gonzo Kermit MissPiggy
TheMuppets Fozzie Scooter
Rowlf Animal Pepe
Rizzo Beaker Camilla
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{EDITORIAL

ontclair State Uni-
M versity students are
lucky enough to be

blessed with campus shuttles.
Without them, getting from
Lot 60 to University Hall at
seven in the morning would be
a total nightmare.

Nonetheless, all students
must do is sit down on the
black steel benches and wait
for a shuttle to arrive. But
when you wait thirty minutes
for a shuttle, it can be a little
irritating.

Before anyone gets riled
up, it’s important to remem-
ber this is not the fault of the
shuttle drivers by any means.
If you have ever been on one
of the campus shuttles you
would know they are continu-

Campus
Joices

What have your

experiences been
with the shuttles
on campus?

By Katie Lawrence
& Paige Ryans

ously driving for hours on end.
If you have ever been upset
that a campus shuttle driver is
skipping a stop, know that it’s
due to the fact they are going
on break or going home.

Cheryl Ofoha, the evening
shuttle supervisor at Montclair
State University, explained the
reason for drivers skipping
stops.

“Yes, we are aware that the
drivers skip stops when they
are either going on break or
when their shifts are about
to end because it would be
very difficult for them to take
breaks if they do not,” Ofoha
said. “They are instructed to
pick passengers up at Univer-
sity Hall, but must let the pas-
sengers know that Lot 60 is
the last stop. If the drivers do
not do that, then they will have
to continue the routes all over
and then would not be able to

“Basically pretty stressful. I did it in
freshman year because I thought it
was going to be faster and relaxed. I
waited there for like 20 minutes and
there’s a ton of people. It’s hard to sit,
to find a seat. But if it’s at night, it’s
less stressful. It’s really bad during
the winter because you have to wait
outside in the cold.”

- Jason Shepetofsky
Sophomore
Early Education

ASAP

take a break or go home.”

Another issue students
face is not having a clear and
reliable way of knowing when
a shuttle is coming. This can
make students late for class
if they cannot properly plan
ahead.

Students used to have the
NextBus Bus Tracking App,
however it has been discontin-
ued here.

“The NextBus Bus Track-
ing App was discontinued
because the vendor no longer
supported the application. We
are actively working to find a
suitable replacement,” Ofoha
said. “We are confident what-
ever solution we select will be
an improvement.”

When Ofoha does clarify
why the shuttle system is the
way it is, it makes sense. And
we recognize that the shuttle
system will never be perfect,

Sophia Caparros | The Montclarion

We Need A New Shuttle Tracking App

but there still needs to be
some sort of improvement.

We know they can never
improve the traffic situation
without the construction on
Route 46 being complete. But
we would love the new shuttle
tracking app as soon as pos-
sible.

It’s refreshing to know that
they are actively working on
improving the shuttle tracking
app. However, Montclair State
just invested $27 million on
the Workday app.

The Workday app is used
by students and faculty to keep
tabs on their work schedules,
pay and other features.

If Montclair State can
afford $27 million to expand
an app currently used by only
the people who have jobs
on campus, they can most
certainly invest in an app used
by students who utilize our

campus shuttle system, which
is a majority of them.

Students know that we
have been without a campus
shuttle app for quite some
time now. How much longer
will it take?

There are plenty of exist-
ing shuttle tracking apps such
as BusWhere. It’s understand-
able that these things take
time, but it shouldn’t be as
long as it’s been.

Getting the new tracking
app off the ground would
make a lot of students’ days
much easier.

With all being said, to all
Montclair State campus shut-
tle drivers, we thank you for
helping students get around
on this very hilly campus. We
are eternally grateful for the
luxury of campus shuttles.

“Pretty good. I do think the Lot 60 ones

come pretty late and are pretty sparse

so [ would prefer more coming in. But
that’s about it.”

- Camila Garcia
Freshman
Visual Communication Design

“l haven't ridden a shuttle probably

since last year. Sometimes I won-

der if walking is faster. But definitely

worth it because it’s way warmer than

being out in the cold. And I haven’t

had a bad experience with the shut-

tles at all. Because they can’t control
the traffic.”

- Connor Cupen
Junior
Sports Communications
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Stop Postponing
Your Life For Acne

Guest Writer

r H Esmeralda Tamayo
B

y experience dealing with
M severe acne was not pleasant.

It started when I was 13 years
old and hasn’t stopped since then.

[ constantly asked myself what was
wrong with me, as if it was my fault to
have this condition on my skin.

I read multiple “How to Get Rid of
Acne in Two Days” articles, I drastically
changed my diet and I tried every acne
prescription from my dermatologist
and other painful treatments. No mat-
ter how hard I tried, nothing seemed to
work.

[ remember covering my face with
tons of makeup every day. No way
would I go out without makeup even
for a few seconds.

As exaggerated as this might
sound to some people, such insecurity
reached an extreme level that I could
no longer control.

In my case, acne is hereditary. In my
teenage years, my mother confessed
to me that she had acne when she was
younger. She told me that she made
the mistake of popping her pimples,
and this caused permanent scarring.

People with acne often feel un-
wanted by others, which can lead to
isolation and affect the way they live
their lives.

They also present in many phases
in their life such as the insecurity in
their physical appearance and the
distorted idea of beauty until they ques-
tion their own habits.

I suffer from acne and I am not
ashamed to have it or say it to the
world. But it wasn’t always like that.

Back in high school, my life with
acne was like a toxic relationship—
Some days were good, while some
others weren't.

At some points, this insecurity led
me to make terrible decisions. For
example, not going to prom due to a
terrible breakout.

It took me some time to finally real-
ize that I don’t have to postpone my life
for my acne.

[ am not an expert who can recom-
mend acne treatments, but I'm here to
inform you that there’s nothing wrong
with having acne. It’s important to em-
phasize the importance of self-love.

All types of acne, from mild to most
severe cases, can affect how we see
ourselves.

Another occasion that I skipped out
on due to acne was when I decided not
to go to the pool with my friends. I was
scared that my friends would judge me.
Wearing a bathing suit turned out to be
a nightmare. Showing my skin to the
world felt like a curse.

According to Dr. Liji Thomas, “indi-
viduals who suffer from acne often feel
ashamed of the lesions, and compen-
sate in various ways.” This can include

v

wearing heavy makeup or refusing to
go out.

In most cases, the necessity of being
socially accepted leads us to compare
ourselves with people who have clear
skin such as celebrities or people
within our environment.

Such desire can turn into admira-
tion for that ideal perfect skin. Thus,
we postpone our life in the hope of
aspiring to perfection.

Acne is not only based on what you
eat or hormones. There are other fac-
tors that cause the appearance of these
unpleasant pimples.

Dr. Sirisha Yellayi said that there’s
no one gene that makes us more likely
to have acne breakouts, but research
has demonstrated that genetics could
impact being exposed to acne.

After a couple of failed treatments,
my dermatologist prescribed me Accu-
tane, a medication that is used to treat
severe acne but is also well known for
its extreme side effects such as depres-
sion and anxiety.

Ariana Picart | The Montclarion

The procedure took six months, and
during that period, I saw great changes
in my skin.

By the last two months, my skin
was clear, but it took me a while to feel
comfortable without makeup.

To this day [ have some pimples,
but now, the way I see my skin and my
beauty has changed.

Life is so much more than how your
skin looks. Learn that it is time to start
living with acne and learning to coex-
ist with it. We need to stop postponing
our happiness until we find the desired
treatment or clear skin.

Life’s too short to hide our identity
behind Photoshop, beauty filters or
taking far-away pictures. We need to
break out of the stigma on how we view
ourselves.

Esmeralda Tamayo, a graduate teaching English as a
second language major, is in her first year as a guest
writer for The Montclarion.

Is Anyone Else Tired
of the Reboots?

Kayla Mulligan
Staff Writer

ut with the old, in with the...old?
O No, you’re not in a time

machine.

Yes, movies from the past two
years included “Top Gun: Maverick,”
“Scream,” “Downton Abbey: A New
Era,” “Jurassic World Dominion,” “A
Christmas Story Christmas,” “Hallow-
een Kills,” “Ghostbusters: Afterlife” and
more that I can’t bother to list.

Call it nostalgia, call it keeping the
“good times” alive, but I'll call it old.

I like to consider myself a movie
fanatic. I can’t think of anything better
than walking into a dark theater, meet-
ing a mysterious protagonist and being
pulled into a cinematic world that gives
me goosebumps and teaches me les-
sons that no self-help book could ever
scratch at.

However, what [ am getting a bit
tired of is what seems like an endless
funnel of blockbuster revivals.

Don’t get me wrong, I've actually
seen several of the movies I listed and
I did enjoy them. I don’t think there’s
anything wrong with a nostalgic flick
now and again. But it just seems as
though current mainstream cinema is

nothing but nostalgic revivals and su-
perhero movies with universes that can
keep their franchises making money
for years to come.

But Kayla, you just said you saw
some of the reboots yourself. Why are
you ranting on and on then? Good
question, subconscious.

Because I feel that it really takes
away from movies that are born out of
today’s creative minds and artists. Of
course, there will be crowds of movie-
goers piling in to see Maverick return
to the skies in “Top Gun,” or the origi-
nal cast of “Jurassic World” collaborate
with today’s stars and shove so much
forced nostalgia down your throat that
you forget what the plot of the movie is.

There were some real diamonds
in the rough that came out in the past
year that [ had almost missed because
every time there was a commercial,
article or any media, it was raving
about how a movie with a well-set-up
character arc, fanbase and redemption
story did it again.

Think about this; Among the fantas-
tic nominations for Best Picture of the
Year at the Oscars was “Top Gun: Mav-
erick.” It seems a little unfair to place a
movie in the running that has a legacy
spanning three decades over a newly
created movie such as “The Menu”
which delivered a twisting, psychologi-
cal thriller that will leave you on the

edge of your seat for the entirety of the
film and resolve its storyline, all in one
hour and forty-six minutes.

I think we’re forgetting just how dif-
ficult and magical it is for a movie crew
to captivate us and create a story from
scratch in the matter of one install-
ment, a one to two-hour block of our
life.

And this is not to confuse this piece
as a giant diss to reboots or revivals,
and it’s not to discount the work that
those crews and actors put into their
craft over a span of years. It would just
appear that it’s become a trend if you
will, that movies have become a safety
net of old faces, recurring theme songs
and plots we can compare side by side
with the original.

As 2023 brews to a start, I'm look-
ing forward to the feel-good coming-of-

DOMINION

%

Christian Vera | The Montclarion

age movies where young celebrities are
making their marks on the screen. Or
the indie films that make us feel alive
as the soundtracks pulse through our
veins.

Here’s to hoping that 2023 is filled
with new films featuring unexplored
territories, beautiful heartbreaking
stories and a look at the excitement of
the present and future, rather than the
comfort of the past.

Kayla Mulligan, a junior history and political science
major, is in her third year as a staff writer for The
Montclarion.
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Sofia Acevedo
Valencia
Assistant Opinion
Editor

Trigger Warning: Mentions Sexual Assault and
Abuse.

here’s always been a double

standard when it comes to men

and women. Things feminine-
presenting people would still be cruci-
fied for, masculine-presenting people
can most of the time get away with.

When we look at the intersectional
identities of all and any groups, we see
these disparities come to light with
more urgency. For example, it will
always be true that white people are
the ones benefiting in every situation
because everything was designed for
them. However, this does not stop the
violence that we often see done to
minorities by men the majority of the
time.

This contradicting set of morals is
most prevalent in today’s society when
it comes to male celebrities, especially
those accused of sexual assault and
harassment.

|

Look at British singer Rex Orange
County, who was facing multiple allega-
tions of sexual assault in London over
a month ago.

Even though there wasn'’t sufficient
evidence to take the case to court,
people were quick to denounce them
immediately. Some even claimed that
they never stopped being a fan of his
even after the fact that he was being
charged with a whopping six sexual
assault charges.

Brad Pitt was literally investigated
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI) for beating up his ex-wife Ange-
lina Jolie and his children.

Yet, as an affluent member of the
entertainment industry, he actively par-
ticipates in sweeping these allegations
under the rug.

A legal battle over a winery that the
two famous actors once owned to-
gether became irreconcilable once Pitt
stated that there were conditions for
Jolie to sell her part of the company.

According to The New York Times,
“Jolie stated that negotiations to sell
her share of the business to Mr. Pitt
had broken down over his demand that
she sign a nondisclosure agreement
that would have contractually prohib-
ited her from speaking outside of court

about Pitt’s physical and emotional
abuse of her and their children.”

The devil works hard, but Holly-
wood works harder.

Another example is James Franco,
who had sexual assault allegations dat-
ing back to 2014, yet long-time friend
Seth Rogen didn’t stop working with
him until 2021. Not even in 2018 when
Franco was accused by five women,
four of them his acting students, of
inappropriate behavior and abuse of
power in and out of the classroom.

This is not to say other demograph-
ics are not to blame in their own set-
tings for encouraging said behaviors,
but gender inequality makes women,
LGBTQIA+ and disabled people more
prone to gender-based violence.

As a result, this is not something
that happens in male-dominated
spaces only, but it occurs during our
daily lives and only those that experi-
ence it seem to acknowledge it.

How many times have men cov-
ered up for their friends, encouraged
disgusting behavior in public settings
against women and people that do
not fit the beauty standard, refused
to listen to a survivor on grounds that
there wasn’t enough proof, consistently
vouched for men that they know are

Sophia Caparros | The Montclarion

en Stop
ith Abusers?

guilty, because chances are they’re
probably guilty of something them-
selves?

Creating a threatening environment
for everyone else other than yourself
and the creeps you surround yourself
with only makes you a coward.

It is more than clear that men’s
silence is complicit in violence against
women and minority groups. Toxic
masculinity ultimately perpetuates a
culture unsafe for those that don’t get
to enjoy the benefits of the patriarchy.

Why do you seek to make peace
with these people, some of them with
very well-known reputations of ques-
tionable behavior, for what they do?

Everyone is entitled to their set of
moral standards, values and how they
follow them, as long as they don’t harm
another human being in the process.

Iurge you to think if your friend’s
or peer’s concerning behavior around
those vulnerable to being preyed upon
should be made out to be a joke, or if
you should wake up and realize what
influence you have by staying quiet and
participating in locker room talk.

Sofia. Acevedo Valencia, a sophomore political science
major, is in their first year as assistant Opinion editor
for The Montclarion.
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"5 1 "
by Olivia Yayla | Staff Writer

That’s when I caught it. The yellow in his eye, its inability to look the camera straight on— the film that blurred the win-
dow to his soul. Something was wrong, and in contrast to our Leader’s assurances, this was only the beginning.
The president blinked sideways.

[ wasn't the first to draw attention to it, but I definitely wasn’t the only one who caught it. There I was with the rest of the
construction crew, huddled near the single static glittered flatscreen in O’Reilly’s Pub on the edge of our deserted town.

We were all trashed, to say the least. Colin, my boss, was two glugs away from impersonating Dr. Evil singing the na-
tional anthem. That’s when the TV interrupted his attempt, punching our eardrums with angst, blaring the emergency
alert system installed by our Nation’s Capitol.

It wasn'’t safe to be outside after dark, not when the infection was hunting for its next host. So O’Reilly, the good sa-
maritan that he is, lets the crew crash in his wooden booths until sunrise. After the first few infected waitresses and car
salesmen, he didn’t want to take a chance. We were his best customers, close enough to be called family. And if anything
matters to O'Reilly, it would be exactly that. He lost his oldest daughter months ago, after failing to convince her to move
away from the Experimentation Site.

Area 51- once myth, then fact, now an infestation of extraterrestrial vermin. The crew used to mock the CDC, claiming it was all just another hoax to keep us barred within
our trailers, instead of working to provide for our families. But that was until Eddy, my brother, pointed his nail gun at Colin that one day. We were on the roof of our latest
assignment, trying to coax the nail gun out from Eddy’s white-knuckled grip.

“Eddy, the hell?” Colin scoffed, convinced it was a joke of some sort, slowly raising his hands.

“Eddy?” I remember saying, “What are you doing? That’s not funny put it down before you hurt someone.”

Eddy didn’t move, his eyes fighting against one another, unsure of where to focus. One landed on me, glistening beneath the sunset, begging me to intervene. The other
was clouded, shifting awkwardly to the side, rotting into a pale yellow. That’s when I saw it. The first sign I noted from the multiple commercials blaring on every available
channel. His eye blinked sideways. Not with his lid which remained open, but with a fish-like film that glided horizontally over his corneas. Like a reptilian in the desert sun.

“...have to...no...obey...orders,” Eddy mumbled, foaming slightly at the mouth, his feet fidgeting closer and closer to the edge of the roof.

I'll never forget the look in his eye. The one that begged for me. The one he used to wink with when he found a girl stupid enough to go home with him. The one that remained
sky blue like our mother’s. Eddy needed me. But I was too late. And I don’t think I'll ever forget the sound his body made when it met the dirt below.

We haven'’t returned home to our wives since that day, scared that we had caught whatever it was that Eddy had. So instead, we shack up at the pub with the free booze,
behind O’Reilly’s bulletproofed doors.

O'Reilly grabbed a sparkling beer mug, shining it further, desperate to stay busy. Colin leaned on a wobbling stool, green with overconsumption. But I reached for the remote,
raising the volume over the sounds of multiple workers losing their dinner in both the men's and women’s bathrooms.

“This is a message from the President of the United States of America,” The TV froze, glitching against my fist as I smacked its side. O’Reilly wobbled out from behind the
bar, hurrying to fix the rainbow-striped screen to catch the announcement the entire country has been waiting for.

After a few minutes, we caught onto the President’s final words, “...have been no casualties this week. Area 51 has been decontaminated and is no longer a threat to our
strong Nation. Unlock your doors, and have a nice breath of fresh air. Go back to your families. The dark days are over...”

That’s when I caught it. The yellow in his eye, its inability to look the camera straight on— the film that blurred the window to his soul. Something was wrong, and in contrast
to our Leader’s assurances, this was only the beginning.

“Difficult Truths”
by Kayla Mulligan | Staff Writer

How am I supposed to adjust?

Carry on like nothing happened?

Don't think about it. Work.

Don't cry about it. Work.

Don'’t you dare let it break your heart. Itll consume you.
It will tear you apart. Just smile and say you're fine.

But honestly, how am I supposed to adjust to a world that no longer
contains you?

What is my world, without my world in it?

What is my world, without your eyes in it?

N

[ wish you would just answer my questions, [ wish you would answer
your phone. But how can you?

It’s not even your phone number anymore.

Illistrations
by Alex Pavljuk
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Ant-Man (Paul Rudd) and Kang (Jonathan Majors) come face to face with one another.

‘Ant-Man and the Wasp:
Quantumania'ls Too Fun to
Be Taken Seriously

Hannah Effinger
Production Editor

The newest addition to the Marvel
Cinematic Universe, "Ant-Man and the
Wasp: Quantumania," hit screens this
past weekend to mixed reviews.

The film finds our superhero bug
(Paul Rudd) trying to make up for lost
time with his daughter, Cassie Lang,
played by Kathryn Newton, while
he navigates life as a semi-retired
Avenger. Of course, things go awry and
Ant-Man, the Wasp, Cassie, Janet Van
Dyne and Hank Pym are sent into the
Quantum Realm.

There, they meet Kang the Con-
queror, a being with seemingly unpar-
alleled power over the Quantum realm,
who wants Ant-Man for his own evil
purposes. Jonathan Majors is incred-
ible as Kang. He raises the bar for
villains as he’s able to make Kang this
larger-than-life figure — who ends up
seeming way too powerful within the
context of the story.

Rudd, as always, is great as Ant-
Man. He’s funny and likable. He clearly
cares about his daughter above all
else, and he's willing to do anything to
keep her and his family safe. Ant-Man
has more potential than being the little
guy, though, and I really wish they gave
him the chance to show that in this
movie.

After the controversy surrounding
the re-casting of Cassie, with Kathryn
Newton in place of Emma Fuhrmann,
[ was skeptical of how she would fit
in with Rudd. Personally, I thought
Newton was great, and I hope she was
fairly compensated for all that running
she had to do throughout the film.
Honestly, why was she always moving?
I don’t know if I remember a single
shot where she was standing still. Let
her stay still for a second.

Along with the recasting, the movie
was in the headlines for Evangeline
Lily’s anti-vaccination posts (which
seemed to be a trend with a few other
Marvel actors), but I don’t think this
impacted the movie in any significant
way since it managed to come out so
early in the year.

Of course, reviews on the movie
have been mixed, as most other MCU

themontclarion.org
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stand in the Quantum Realm.

films that don’t include the original
Avengers are. I liked the movie for
what it was. It had the corny Marvel
writing we’re used to, a plot that felt
like it was ripped out of a "Star Wars"
movie and women with wigs that have
the ability to withstand combat without
a single hair coming out of place. The
computer-generated imagery wasn’t
the worst, and I was honestly kind of
impressed with the inhabitants of the
Quantum realm.

One thing I did notice about this
was the attempt at addressing colonial-
ism within the film, with Kang being
the perpetrator of this, but doing so in
an iffy way by taking inspiration from

Hank Pym (Michael Douglas), Janet Van Dyne (Michelle Pfeiffer) and Hope Van Dyne (Evangeline Lily)

indigenous cultures. In the people that
Ant-Man and his family meet while in

the realm, a majority of their designs
seem to mimic indigenous cultures in

one way or another, which can be seen
most notably in the character of the

warrior Jentorra.

Coming off of such an incredible
film like "Black Panther: Wakanda For-
ever," it felt like a joke to sit there and
watch Ant-Man and his daughter run
around in high-top Converse and make
suggestive jokes every five minutes.

I think it tries a little too hard to
emulate the goofy nature of other films
like "Thor: Ragnarok," and because
of this, misses the mark on creating a

Photo courtesy of Marvel Studios

new foundational villain following the
elimination of Thanos at the end of the
"Infinity" saga.

That being said, I did enjoy the
movie. I just think that if you're trying
to usher in a whole new era to arguably
the most well-known franchise in the
world, you need to have an extremely
strong movie to hold up the rest of the
story. It’s a little bit too fun to be taken
seriously, and the goofy nature of Ant-
man’s character doesn’t hold up as well
against the severity of Kang’s nefarious
plans.
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‘Winnie the Pooh: Blood and
Honey’ Is Laughably Bad

The suspense and violence in the film are more laughable than scary.

Mollie O’Donnell
Guest Writer

Winnie the Pooh is a beloved char-
acter whose story is adored by many
generations. Just recently, Pooh Bear
and his friends became available to
the public domain since it has been
95 years since the author A. A. Milne
published his original work.

Director Rhys Frake-Waterfield
took advantage of “Winnie the Pooh’s”
public domain availability by putting
the cuddly bear and his gang into a
slasher-horror picture. The film gives
Winnie the Pooh the chance to be
Jason Voorhees.

The film begins with Christopher
Robin leaving his friends for college.
After he leaves, Pooh and his friends
turn into violent serial killers who
terrorize those who come near. When
Christopher returns five years later, he
brings his fiancee to introduce her to
his cuddly friends. Once they arrive at
100 Acre Wood, they discover Christo-
pher’s old pals are far from what they
used to be.

The concept as a whole is intrigu-
ing because the filmmaker is turning
a childhood favorite into a serial killer,
creating some sort of uneasiness.
Despite the interesting take on Winnie
the Pooh, though, the film itself is a
total disaster. Who knew a film could
have a clickbait title to draw people
to one of the dumbest movies ever
created? It’s gaining very low ratings
from viewers and critics, even scor-
ing a whopping six percent on Rotten
Tomatoes.

Overall, the film felt like a rip-off of
“Halloween,” “Black Christmas” and
any other slasher film made in the
1970s.

The script itself is full of the most
boring and cringe-worthy dialogue ever
heard by man. It felt like the characters
were indirectly talking and narrating to
the audience as a result. The plot was
also incredibly boring with an unnec-
essary side story. Not to mention, the
main characters are an extremely un-

The masks of these characters were grotesque
caricatures of the designs by Disney.

likable group of college girls, so much
so that it was honestly a relief when
their fate was met on the screen.

The performances were just as bad
as the script, adding to the disaster
of the film. Every single character felt
like shallow cartoon characters thanks
to the acting. It felt like the entire cast
was found on the street and put on a
movie set. Each performance included
someone screaming at the top of their
lungs and talking out of breath.

In regard to the costumes of Pooh
Bear and Piglet, there was no effort to
hide the fact that it was just two men
wearing normal clothes and a mask
that could be found at Spirit Hallow-
een. The masks of these characters
were grotesque caricatures of the
designs by Disney.

As for the suspense and violence in

the film, it’s more laughable than scary.

The scenes where Pooh Bear and

Photo courtesy of Altitude Film Distribution
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Piglet get violent had the whole theater
in hysterics. The film felt more like a
self-aware comedy than a horror, yet it
simultaneously had no self-awareness
at all. There are some movies out there
that are so bad, they are good. In the
case of “Winnie the Pooh Blood and
Honey,” it’s so bad that it doesn’t even
have any ability to be good.

“Winnie the Pooh: Blood and
Honey” can grab the attention of some-
one just by reading the title. Other than
that, the film is arguably one of the
worst things to ever grace the silver
screen. The boring plot, embarrassing
dialogue, awkward performances and
cliches can make anyone want to de-
mand a refund for their time. The film
as a whole felt campy, lazy and frus-
trating. For those considering taking
the time out of their day to watch this
film, don’t do it. Save your time, and do
something meaningful with your life.

Editor’s
Choice

‘Fleabag’ on Amazon Prime

Photo courtesy of Amazon Prime

If you enjoy making bad decisions only to
live with the consequences of them, “Flea-
bag” is the show for you. “Fleabag” is the
story of a 30-something-year-old woman,
Fleabag, as she navigates the grief of losing
her best friend and her treacherous rela-
tionship with others because of it.

Fleabag forces us to confront ourselves,
as at times she speaks directly to the audi-
ence and poses the question, “What if 'm
the problem?” Her fourth-wall breakage
invites the audience to live in her misery,
forcing you to feel the consequences of her
actions even if they aren’t your own.

The two seasons of the show follow Flea-
bag through both moments of strength and
weakness and shows how she eventually is
able to move on from the things that have
happened to her, whether that be growing
from them or simply leaving them as pain-
ful memories that will ultimately always
be there. It’s real in a way that most shows
spend years trying to get close to, which
would never have been achievable without
the incredible Phoebe Waller-Bridge.

Waller-Bridge not only created the show
based on her own one-woman play but also
directs and stars in the Golden Globe and
Emmy Award-winning show. It’s a phenom-
enal watch, and it will change the way you
think about love, loss and a variety of other
things, so be prepared for that.

‘Muppets from Space’

Photo courtesy of Columbia Pictures

1999: the year of Bill Clinton’s impeach-
ment and the release of the greatest film
ever created, “Muppets from Space.” This
movie centers around Gonzo, a self-de-
scribed “whatever,” as he searches the cos-
mos for the family he longs for.

In all seriousness, this film is for anyone
who has ever felt like a lonely “whatever”
wandering around the universe. Gonzo
spends the duration of the film trying to
find himself, whether that’s what species he
is, where he comes from, what his purpose
is and even who his “real” family is. But
isn’t that what we’re all doing these days?

I've been convinced this movie is an
87-minute biopic about my life since I
watched it as a seven-year-old with my face
pressed up against my grandparents’ base-
ment television. There’s something about
Gonzo that makes me emotional, and the
conclusion of the movie has left me in tears
every time [ watch it.

Complete with Gonzo riding a lawnmow-
er to “Get Up Offa That Thing” by James
Brown, this movie has it all. Please go
watch it, and send me an email (found on
page two) with your thoughts.

- Hannah Effinger
Production Editor
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The Fates of Superheroes Are

Revealed in the New DC Universe

Tyler Ventura
Guest Writer

The DCU, DC Comic’s film uni-
verse, has had a rocky past. For years
the DCU has faltered in capturing
the same magic Marvel blockbusters
invoke.

But since the news in late October
of last year that film industry veterans
James Gunn (writer/director of the
"Guardians of the Galaxy") and Peter
Safran (producer of over 60 films and
shows) were stepping in to manage DC
as co-chairmen and chief executive offi-
cers, fans have been abuzz in speculat-
ing what their plans for the future are.

After much anticipation and theoriz-
ing by the community, their questions
were finally answered on Jan. 31 when
Gunn posted a six-minute announce-
ment video detailing the vision and
slate for the DCU. The new DCU, titled
"Chapter 1: Gods and Monsters," seeks
to shake up the superhero status quo
audiences have grown used to seeing.

Photo courtesy of DC Official / Instagram

1. “Creature Commandos” (TV)

First in the new universe is “Creature Commandos,"
a seven-episode animated series written by Gunn.
Originating in the comic "Weird War Tales #93," the
Creature Commandos are a team of supernatural mili-

d tary monsters created to fight against the Axis powers
1 in World War II.

This version of the Creature Commandos is a
mashup of previous iterations and even includes new
members with the likes of Rick Flag Sr., father to Rick
Flag Jr. (leader of the Suicide Squad), Doctor Phospho-
rus, a Batman villain who can manipulate radiation and
Weasel, a human-sized anthropomorphic weasel.

Returning members include Nina Mazursky, a cre-
ator of the Creature Commandos in the newer comic
continuity who experimented on herself to join the
team, Frankenstein, the product of stolen boy parts and
alien blood, The Bride, created to be Frankenstein’s
betrothed and J.A.K.E. II, a G.I. robot.

The niche nature of the Creature Commandos lends
itself perfectly to Gunn, with his bread and butter being
turning unknown D-list characters into stars that can
stand on their own.

2. “Waller” (TV)

out of this world.”

Spinning off of the show "Peacemaker," “Waller” follows Viola Davis’ titular
character as she allies herself with the likes of Peacemaker (John Cena), Vigi-
lante (Freddie Stroma) and the rest of Team Peacemaker.

Though "Peacemaker” was written and directed by Gunn, "Waller" will be
handled by Christal Henry (writer and supervising producer for the "Watch-
men" show) and Jeremy Carver (creator of the "Doom Patrol" TV series). Fur-
ther details have yet to be told, but Gunn describes it as “a fantastic story that’s

Photo courtesy of DC Official / Instagram
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4. “Lanterns” (TV)

3. “Superman: Legacy” (Film)

“The true beginning of the DCU,” as Gunn puts it, “Superman: Legacy” is the
first solo Superman movie since 2013’s "Man of Steel."

Henry Cavill, the previous portrayer of the Kryptonian, will not be returning; the
studio instead opting for a younger actor. Written by Gunn, the story is inspired
by the legendary duo Grant Morrison and Frank Quitely’s comic, "All-Star Super-
man." Arguably the greatest Superman comic ever made, the series captures the
heart and touching humanity of Superman that makes him, well, super.

The film is expected to release in theaters on July 11, 2025.

Ever since 2011’s box-office bomb of "Green Lantern,"” the cosmic
police force has been off the table for live-action. But a "Green Lan-
tern" series by executive producer Greg Berlanti was already in the
works at HBO Max since late 2019, and while scripts for a full eight
episodes had already been completed, the high budget of the project

To .read the full and the constant restructuring of power at its parent company, War-
article, go to ner Bros. Discovery, left the series stuck in development hell.
themontclarion. Scrapping Berlanti’s work, "Lanterns" will focus on famed Green

Lanterns Hal Jordan and John Stewart as they watch over precinct
org Earth. Safran describes the show as being “very much in the vein of
'True Detective.” Gunn teases that in the series, Jordan and Stewart
“discover a terrifying mystery that ties into [Gunn’s] larger story of
the DCU.”

Photo courtesy of DC Official / Instagram
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Classifieds

Family is looking for a driver and companion for a young man with ASD in West
Caldwell. He would need to be picked up in East Hanover at 2:30 and driven home
to West Caldwell. He is fairly independent at home he just needs someone to be in
the home with him. There would be plenty of time to get homework done until a
family member gets home by 5:30. Flexible on days and rate is negotiable. Please
call or text Colette Perrothers 973-610-9489 or email cperrothers@gmail.com

Interestedin
Video?

Join our Video Team!
Responsibilities Include:

* Interviewing Students

» Attending Campus Events
e Creating Instagram Reels
* Editing Content

Email montclarionvideo@gmail.com!
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Players like senior pitcher Patrick Cuccurullo are just trying to enjoy every minute of being with the Red Hawks.

Photo courtesy of MSU Athletics

Baseball Wants To Swing For the
Fences In The NJAC For 2023

Matteo Macolino
Staff Writer

Spring is right around the
corner and that means spring
sports are approaching includ-
ing America’s favorite pastime,
baseball.

The Montclair State Uni-
versity baseball team is getting
ready for the start of the 2023
season after a nine-month-long
offseason. Last year, the Red
Hawks finished the season
with a record of 31-13 and an
appearance in the NCAA tour-
nament for the first time in 14
years. Montclair State entered
the NJAC preseason coaches’
poll in fourth place.

Players and coaches are
focused on the season ahead
starting with their upcoming
trip to Aberdeen, Maryland for
the Ripken Experience. Wheth-
er it’s pitchers like senior Pat-
rick Cuccurullo or fielders like
senior Miles Feaster, everyone
has done their part in getting
ready.

“I think not just me but
the entire team has done a re-
ally good job preparing,” Cuc-
curullo said. “Whether it be me
throwing on my own time or
lifting on my own, everyone has
done a really good job staying
focused and looking at what’s
ahead for us.”

Cucurullo used the offseason
to work on his pitching. Pitch-
ing coach Casey Gaynor as well
as some of Cuccurullo’s team-
mates have given him advice on
things to work on, which he’s
always open to hearing.
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Some of the freshmen have already made
a name for themselves.

“I've learned a couple of
things under Coach Gaynor
and some teammates that
have pointed some things out
that I maybe do well or I need
to work on and I'm always
open to hearing criticism and
stuff like that,” Cuccurullo
said.

Other players like Feaster
focused more on strength and
conditioning this offseason
rather than the usual fielding
and hitting. Being in great
shape helps him prepare for
the spring and get a feel for
his hitting.

“Me personally, I'm not
big on a lot of swinging in the
offseason, it’s more of a feel
thing, so you get here and get
the reps in,” Feaster said. “In
the offseason, I'm just trying
to get in the best shape pos-
sible to get myself going in the
spring.”

While players in the offsea-
son prepared in their own way,
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the preseason is what brought
them back together and ready
to play. Head coach Dave Lorb-
er stressed the importance of a
routine and keeping their iden-
tity. With a variety of different
position players, the coaches
have been able to move them
around and see who fits best in
certain positions.

“Obviously every guy's an in-
dividual so we work with some
guys on some things individu-
ally,” Lorber said. “Our whole
core concepts don’t change and
that’s important to us and our
identity. You always got to main-
tain your routines in this game
and that’s important.”

Another big part of the off-
season is recruitment. This
year’s freshman class is already
looking good and ready to play
some meaningful baseball. One
standout player is freshman
pitcher Michael Timberlake,
who’s already impressed the
coaching staff. Coach Lorber
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labeled Timberlake as a “bright
spot of the freshmen arms” and
said he could already contribute
innings early in his career.

“I think we have some re-
ally good baseball players that
came in here,” Cuccurullo said.
“Coach Lorber’s done a great
job when it comes to recruiting
and the transfer portal. I think a
lot of them are going to play in
meaningful games and help us
win. We'’re all for that and I'm ex-
cited to see them play.”

The younger players have
come in ready and have shown
their talent. Some standout play-
ers could even compete for line-
up spots and push their way to
start games.

“It’s about those guys com-
ing in and getting assimilated
into what we do,” Lorber said.
“I think it’s nice that the young
guys are pushing some of the
older guys to continue to play
because some of the younger
guys are super talented. Now it’s
about matching their baseball
acumen with their athletic abil-
ity and that’s what’s going to help
push them into the lineup.”

Taking it one day at a time
seems to be the focus for every-
one. A shared goal of winning
the NJAC can be achieved by tak-
ing it one game at a time.

“We got a really talented team
this year and I think we’re going
to do some special things,” Cuc-
curullo said. “Take it one game
at a time because it goes fast
when the season starts. I'm just
trying to enjoy every minute pos-
sible.”
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Mike Jackson prepares for yet another semifinal matchup against the Ospreys Markell Robinson | The Montclarion

PHOTO ESSAY: Men's Basketball Ends Magical Run
With Loss to Stockion in NJAC Semifinals

Matt Orth
Sports Editor

Throughout the 2022-23 sea-
son, the Montclair State men's
basketball team has traveled out
to Galloway and also in the Pan-
zer Athletic Center to play Stock-
ton.

The first matchup at home
ended up in a 16 point loss, and
on the road, the Red Hawks took
a tough seven point loss.

On Tuesday night, for the third
and final matchup of the season,
Montclair State had a chance to
get the ultimate revenge when it
mattered most.

Unfortunately, after a tight
game to the very end, the Red
Hawks fell to Stockton for a third
time by a score of 91 to 86. Stock- ~ Keyon Pryce brings the ball down Markell Robinson | The Montclarion ~ The team huddles up pregame Markell Robinson| The Montclarion

ton will move on in the New Jer- ‘
E | |
1"

sey Athletic Conference (NJAC)
playoffs and face none other than
the Rowan Profs after they beat
the TCNJ Lions.

Surprisingly enough, the Red
Hawks did not take the lead in the
game until they went up 84 to 82
with two and a half minutes to go
in the game thanks to sophomore
guard Mike Jackson.

In the end, while Montclair
State shot better from the field
and from the free throw line, five
more turnovers and eight more
points off turnovers was inevita-
bly their downfall in the game.

But even with the loss, the Red
Hawks accomplished a lot in the
season.
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Samar Abdulah takes a corner three-pointer Markell Robinson | The Montclarion Steve Breeman scored 25 points in the game. Markell Robinson | The Montclarion
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Last season, the Montclair State Uni-
versity men's lacrosse team fought until
the very end. In the Colonial State Athlet-
ic Conference (CSAC) playoffs, the Red
Hawks won a thriller against the Kean
Cougars and made the conference finals
against the Ospreys of Stockton.

Unfortunately, the squad could not fin-
ish out the season the way they wanted
to, with Stockton dominating Montclair
State and winning the CSAC. But now,
it's 2023, and there is a new season to
look forward to.

And heading into the new season,
Montclair State and five other schools
are part of a new collaboration with the
New Jersey Athletic Conference (NJAC)
and the Coast-to-Coast Athletic Confer-
ence.

The newly formed Coastal Lacrosse
Conference, consisting of the Red
Hawks, Christopher Newport University,
Kean University, Salisbury University,
Stockton University, and the University
of Mary Washington, will begin its inau-
gural season, and head coach Matt Pos-
kay is excited for the mix of old and new
faces.

"You know, we have a lot of fresh faces
out here with a compliment of returning
guys," Poskay said. "We returned a lot of
our offense, and we returned a lot of our
defense. But after that, we have a lot of
youth, and I think the younger guys that
can figure it out sooner rather than later
can only add to our depth and help us."

While the men's lacrosse team does
return a decent amount of players like se-
nior attacker Tyler McCreery and gradu-
ate student midfielder Joe Covino, the
Red Hawks do lose a couple of crucial
pieces found during the 2022 campaign.
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The lacrosse team practices in the bitter cold, preparing for the upcoming season.

The offense gets a change thanks to more involvement from
assistant coach Matt Haemmerle.

Wilson Smith and Christian Boyle
have both graduated, and both had stel-
lar seasons last year that contributed
to their run to the CSAC finals. Smith
was named CSAC Defensive Player of
the Year, while Boyle notched his 100th
point in his career.

Even with them gone, the team is
still pretty solid and is looking to have
yet another season deep into the year.
It all starts against Vassar College on
Wednesday, February 22nd at Sprague
Field. Last season, the Red Hawks
also started their season on the road
against Vassar.

Montclair State would lose to them,
the only time in their series history that
has happened. Poskay speaks on start-
ing the season at home.

"Yeah I think it's a huge plus," Pos-
kay said. "Obviously you got to play half
on the road and half at home, you know
starting here is a good thing, kind of
get that rhythm down pat, being able
to practice out here every day, may be

Vincent Picone | The Montclarion

to our advantage, may not. At the end
of the things, you have to do the same
things here than on the road.”

As mentioned before, Tyler McCre-
ery, alongside his brother and senior
attacker Mike McCreery, will be return-
ing, and Tyler has a solid prior season
to build upon for 2023. McCreery was
top 5 in the conference in multiple stats
like goals per game, assists per game
and points per game.

McCreery is also excited about the
competition coming with a new confer-
ence.

"It definitely will be good competi-
tion, this conference will be very chal-
lenging," McCreery said. "But it's prom-
ising and good for this program. The
better competition will bring better
kids and will bring this program from
where it was as a mid-level team to a
top-level, highly competitive Division
III team."

In the preseason, the Red Hawks
will have to prove themselves even

Vincent Picone | The Montclarion

Men's Lacrosse Starts Afresh For The
Year And For Their Conference

more due to the revealing of the first-
ever Coastal Lacrosse Conference
preseason poll. Montclair State is
ranked fifth out of six teams, with the
standings starting with Salisbury, then
Christopher Newport, Stockton, Kean,
and the University of Mary Washington
in last place.

Going into the new season, Covino
details how important Poskay is to the
grand scheme of the team heading into
his fifth season with the program.

"'l am extremely confident in coach
Poskay," Covino said. "He was a deco-
rated athlete, he played collegiate and
in the MLL back in the day, and he's
won a national championship so he re-
ally knows what it takes to win and be
apart of a winning program."

Poskay not only returns but also as-
sistant coach Matt Haemmerle returns
for his fourth year with the Red Hawks.
And according to Covino, Haemmerle
is focusing more on the offense this
season due to the addition of another
assistant coach Daniel Crotty, who
used to be a graduate assistant at Wag-
ner College.

Crotty will be their defensive co-
ordinator, and Poskay can now medi-
ate between both sides of the ball and
continue to do his job well. As for the
players, Covino made it clear what they
have to do this season to win a confer-
ence championship.

"All 45 guys being on the same
plane and having the same mindset
about everything," Covino said. "Pick-
ing each other up when you're down.
Because there's gonna come a point in
that third-fourth quarter where things
may not be going our way, and we need
to come together and not get on top of
each other."
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